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the ſhedding of Blood could be grateful! 
God, a Thing ſo nauſeous,” that it makt 
human Nature ſhudder at the Thought! 
it. But would one think it? no ſooner hi 


and when the whole Congregation confilit 
but of two People, —how ſhall I ſpeak it! 
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the one believed God's Revelation, the other 
rejected it.—Here the firſt Day Star of Ido- 
_ |; begun to ariſe, the Wks and Fitneſs 
oro Things begun to be canvaſſed, and Cain 
o could ſee no Reaſon for ſuch a naſty Thing 
hen Blood to be preſented before God: No; 
echo e was too fine a Gentleman to own himſelf 
nd « fallen Creature; and if he addreſſed God 
ries himſelf thought fit, he was aſſured. God 
feu would deſire no more, But the great God 
T_T reſents the Aﬀront, and lets Cain know 
ache < was not to be trifled with; and thus he 
4 expoſtulates will him: If thou. addreſſeſt 
no" aright, is there not A Pardon: ? but if 
Eau bon dot not addreſs me aright, Sin relteth, 
all of as at the beginning.” And What, is very re- 
Frei markable, Cain never once pretended to 
clad plead Ignofance; for no doubt his Father 
1 {dam had often preached unto him the Noc. 
trine of original Sin, upon which the Doc 
Gol rine of a Propitiation was founded. But he, 
4 55 like all his Offspring, (perhaps) laughed at. 
uu the old Fellow's Nonſenſe. This then Was the 
firſt Act of Idolatry, a Diſbelief of divine 
Revelation and Idolizing his own Perform- - 
ances ; and though from this Time throu gh- 
ut all the Antediluviah World, I do not find 
any other God worſhipped 8 only the true 
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Id, dl 
Shapt od, yet here lay the Sin; all Unbelievers, . 
nil. inſtead of preſenting a Sacrifics before. God, 


nd thereby teſtifyi 
K it.. eſtifying that he was pro itious 
ein chem for the 1 55 of W kj. all to 


1 Man  endeavouring, t to render pin prop. 
tous by their own Toventions. And it is 


worth while to make an Obſervation" on the 
Practice of thoſe Antediluvian Gentry, and 
Tee whether a Corruption of Principle did 
not produce as its genuine Fruits a Corrup- 
tion of Practice; though our modern Deiſts 
retend. at leaſt, that they are Men of extra- 
ordinary Morals; but I find Perſecution and 
Blocd- fed, Murder and Rapine the enor- 


mous Brood of their depraved Principle: and] 


as ſimilar Cauſes produce ſimilar Effects, ſo 
It is natural to conclude thaꝶ the ſame Tree, 
Wherever it grows, will bear the ſame Fruit, 
—But, I would not bely even the Devil him 
If, neither would I infinuate that the An- 


rediluvian World ever fell into any work] 


Idolatry than Deiſm ; for as three Perſons 
were able to keep up the Remembrance of 
the true God from Adam till Noah, it was 


Hardly poſſible they could deify any created 
Being; no, that was reſerved for the Inver 


tions of modern Times, But now the firſt 
Act of the World's Drama begun to draw to 
a Concluſion, when the whole World, ex- 
cept eight Perſons, were ſunk into Deiſin; 
and as the Curtain dropt at the End of the 
laſt Scene, how dreadful was the Interlude 
that followed !—You might now behold the 


idolatrous Wretches which had. refuſed to 


hear the Voice of God, begin to tremble at 


the deafning Roar of | ſpouting Cataracts in 
f 
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the coe chat ſtun with hideous N 1 2 2 
i “babitants of. Mie, or thoſe loud Yells 15 5 | 


d Scylla's barking Dogs, whoſe Eccho ſounds 
Di, acroſs Cleo SSP; deauringGulph, and 


ſts 

bra. 0 leave à de agg K Race Hoazing amidſt their 

And watry Gf aves, jet us no.] purſue the hyang = 
OY Monumentot electing Love, emerging from 

435 the Relicks, of. a, ruined World: And what 

8, 0 9% bear of ſurviving NeahF be opens the 

ret -firlt Scene of tlie new, World 5 wü hats 
run Not wich, 1 himſelf, a; Houſe, ür 
bim. vich erecting, an 1 1588 the:Lorg,.n A = 
An. fon this. far all his future Rage, at their 
worte rt ing, i in Lißg, to eek Bolt the 
100 Kingdom of Gad, and then 1 am ure ws 
ce l £9919. not hae 1a many, Bapkyuprs, Bu 
t was Mae told God felled a HMegt. Smell; char Th 
area 1 Sed approyed of. the;Sacxifice, as it was 
ven- Teſtimony. of. Woab's Faith in the original 

> 6:48 Promiſe: and ſuch 4 Reaſon, is given why ; 

a0 coll £24 will no mogeUroyn-the Earth, a8 | 
J ebe given by none other but che weed Fe 
eiſm; od 4 og, wi lays, he, the s ion 

F the Man's Heart is cuil from his, ei 
luck de would have thoughs the next Werds 
14 the bm by 1996 eggh A and, 1 "al ae makes 
ed wil „or, Lwill bring 9 SVErE 
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Ae this, before we” vine a Specimen 5 


Man's depraved Heart, which I ſhall paſs 
over, leaſt J act over again the deteſtable 


Crime of Ham. But preſently Immorality 


began to bud, and ſoon after Idolatry in a 


thoutand Shapes and not only Deiſm, but 


Polytheiſm prevailed; Men began to ſtudy 
Arts and Sciences, and as the Art of Writ- 
ing was not then invented till (perhaps) the 
Days of Moſes, all Knowledge was conveyed 
by Types, Symbols, and ſymbolic Repre- 
ſentations. The great God was himſelt the 
Author of this Sort of Teaching; as for 
Inſtance, Sacrifice was a typical Inſtructor; 
—and the Rainbow became a Symbol; 
wherever that was ſeen, it taught Men that 
God would no more drown the World by a 
Flood; but as Men were always quick at 
Invention, ſo in proceſs of Time, when ER. 
became the Seat of Learning, they begun 


to draw up a Syſtem of Divinity decypher d 


in hieroglyphic Characters. The great God 
was ſymbolically repreſented by four Faces, 
that of a Lion, an Eagle, a Man and a Bull; 
Eternity by a Circle, "Juſtice by à flaming 
Sword, Wiſdom by a Serpent : And ſo long 
as the original import of theſe Figures welt 
adhered to, they taught Men facred Fruth, 
at leaſt in the Theory. But when Divinity 
became a Science, and was monopolized in 

the Egyptian Schools, Men begun to miſtake 
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Shapes oh various Animals; and the Egyp- 


Creatures: But the Truth was t 


perfection of God in Time was diſſected into 
ſo many Gods, till at laſt every Beaſt, Bird, 


and Vegetable uſed as Symbols to lead to 
edge of God, were worſhippedas N 


the Know! 
ſo many Gods: And chat we may have a 
Proof of Man's progreſſive Degeneracy from — 
the Knowledge of the true God, 
an Egyptian King, in the Days of Joſeph, that 
could tay, * Can we find ſo diſcreet and wile a 
Man in whom the Spirit of God is?“ And in 
about 430 Years after, in the Time of Mo. 


| es, you may hear the then reigning Mos... 


narch ſo dreadfully ignorant, as to aſk who 
is the Lord. Now that Polytheiſm took 
riſe in Egypt, and from thence Fare the 


whole World, is plain ; for there is a-fabu- 


lous Story, the Offspring of ancient Tradi- 


tion, that when the Giants invaded Heaven; 
by heaping Mountain u 


Mountain, the 
Gods were ſo affrighted chat they fled into 
and concealed themſelves in the 


tians out of Gratitude worſhipped thoſe 

. thoſe 
Creatures were only the Symbols which re- 
preſented God in his Attributes, and in Time 


were ſo miſunderſtood, as to be held as fo 


many Gods. But I have three Remarks to 


make, with which I ſhall conclude be 


firſt is this; whatever God was 


in any Nation, this much was always: moſt. | 
a. taught, amidſt alk 2 — 4 N. ere 
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"of. enen bene vio The dn W, 
not as he came out of the Hand of his 
Maker, but that he was a fallen Creature; 


and the ſecond Thing, that a Conſciquſneſs 
of Guilt lay upon every Conſcience, and all 


thought ſomething was to be done to render 


the Gods propitious; and that's the Reaſon 
we find every Heathen Altar ſmoaking with 
Blood, and ſometimes with Human Blood, 


as on the Altar of Molock Homocide in the 


pleaſant Valley of Hinnom.— The third Thing 
was, that all Nations expected a divine Bas, 
ſon to reſtore the World to its original State 
of Happineſs again; and the Perſon that 
was to do this was to be the Son of the great 
God; it Was Fove that was to reſtore Satur- 
aan Times again: Hence you find in all 
the Heathen Mythology, God is always de- 


ſcribed as having a Son; O/rris, the Egyptian 
God, and his Son Orus; Oromazes, the Per- 
ian God, and his Son Adythras ; Saturn, the 


Grecian God, and his Son Jupiter. Many 
of the Heathen Poets ſpeak of this great 
Ferſon; Homer introduces God quite in an 
Extacy at the Birth of his Son. 


< From us this Day an * Infant eig 
ba. 22255 to ra and born a King of Kings.“ 
f N 
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155 oog the Son here s of was Mira 8 
by this we may ſee that a divine Perſon was expected 


| ko make his W in the: World; and no won- 
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Which xattly. agrees wich that Part fs 
cred Writ, which ſays of | the Son of God, 


all Kings ſhall; how down hefote him, all 
Natipns ſhall: do him . HViręil in his 


Pallio gęleprates the Birth pff che Sen of: So 


en bree hep mae of che inſpixeck Fro 
Phets hays dong, thongh applied rito-Sawnto _ | 
nus, the Son of Aſinius Pollio: But let an 
one judge Whether his Expreffians could ber 
applicahle to any mertal what an 
pheis to the Sen of Pollia, who! dietll. an 
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6 Now a great Progeny from, Heavin der 
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e TheſaorbdBatois born: Mankind deſerides 


From the old Iron Age of Sin makes tren # 
And gives again the golden one of Liberty: 
Around thy Cradle fragrant Flowr's: ſhall. 


46 ſpring, 


6 And the old Serpent loſe his fatal. Sting: 


60 then of Race divine Jove 8 migen; 


Ho Son; - 


This is the Time to wear thy; mortal. 
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Thus you ſer atfidſt alt the Trumpery of 
* Antedliuvian Deiſm; and Poſt diluvian Po- 
| lytheiſm, the great God never left himſelf 

. — Witneſs. The three Sd K Do- 
trines contained in that original Promiſe 
r engraven as with the Pen of a Diamond 
[ on every human Heart; though they Knew 
itt not, viz. original Sin, a Propitiation for 
n Sin, and the Dignity of that divine Perſon 
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6 appointed to perform this grand Franſac- 
4 tion] ſhall reſerve the Idolatry of Goſpel 
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Times for the Subject of -anoth tion, if 
this polite Aſſembly can pardon the many 
Imperfections, which the want of Judg- 
Ny | ment and the want of Time may have oc- 


1 caſioned in this firſt Atte! of their hum- 
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IHE lat Ti me 1 had the Honour of 
addrefling this —3 A ſſembly, my 

iſe and Progreſs of 
Idolatry, Ring" the Creation to the Flood, 
and from the Flood to the Birth of Chi. 1 
then endeavoured to prove, but with what 
Succeſs I muſt leave to the Judgments of 
thoſe who heard me. I ſay; 1 then endea- 


voured to prove that the AntediluvianWorld 


never reached any other Pitch of Idolatry, 
but meerly Deiſm and that Polytheiſm, 
which in T ime pervaded the whole Habitable 
World, took its riſe" in Egypt, the fruitfut | 
Mother of many Gods, and all from a Miſ- 
underſtanding of thoſe Hieroglyphic Repre- 
ſentations of the' Attributes and Perfections 
of the true God being monopolized in the 
Egyptian Schools: and no wonder the In- 
tection ſhould ſpread over all the neighbour- 
ing Nations, who had no other a ” 
the 


| likewiſe has a Chapel. Me are: tald by N. 


ce.) 


| the owing Star-light of benighted Ras E 
fon. — When the dreadful Contagion even 
reached the immediate Reſidence of the great 
God himſelf,” as Miltan ſays 3 Wirnels /(thas 
Hill of Scandal, that eg, Mount 
where the uxorious King, to pleaſe his fo- 
reign Wives, not only allowed Liberty of 
Conſcience to Wofſhip tie Idols (of every 
Nation, but even erected Temples upon 
that Mount, . where he had a very little bes 
fore ſo magnificently. faniſhed that Wonder 
ap the World, the Temple of the Lord. Even 
pon that Mount; (I ſay): would any zone 
: Noe thought it? did this ſame King like- 
wiſe ere& Temples to che Abgminatggs: of 
| 15 the neighbouring Nations, 2/2. for Che: 
vos, che phicens Dread, pf, Apal's Sons, and 
Malach, horrid DIAG PET meared, with, Blagd 
of human Sacrifice,; which Argon; Sons 
adored in ee and her- Tr Plain, Bag 
hm likewiſe, and A/btroth with ber. creſcent 
Horns, ** tg hoſe bright Image, nightly 
by the Magn, Seid, MVirgins paid their 
Vous ag Songs; We theſe and mars 
were worſhipped on the qffenſive Mount, in 
Oppoſition to the. Houfe of Ged, which 
proves even to Demonſtration; proves that 
Wherever God. has a Church, t the. 1 Devil 


turaliſts, that it is always e darkeſtnear Break 
of Day; and/whoever, examines the State 
1 ada the Time hen the; J by 
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Jacob, that wig and Morning Star r 
to uſher in the Goſpel Day, cannot but ſee 
that groſs Egyptian Dark neſs coyered the 
Harth. The Raman People, wha were not 
only the graſpers after, but the actual Poſs 
ſelſors of univerſal Empires and as they: were 
the laſt of the four ſucceſſive. Empires, that 
the Prophet Daniel had foretold ſhould! ariſe: 
each out of the Aſhes of the other, ſo they 
exceeded all their Predeeeflors in the Pracz 
tice of Idolatry; for they hadiereded's Tem. 
ple at Rome, called the Pantheon, which Was 
the common Receptacle for all the Gods, 
that either was or could be invented, for good 
Policy: And the Acquaintanee they had with 
the Hiſtory of other Nations, had taught 
them that nothing was jo dear to Men as 
religious Liberty; and the only Way to en- 
dear themſelves to the various Nations of 
which their Empire was compoſed, was to 
give Liberty of Conſcience for cach Nation 

to worſhip their reſpective Gods; and let 
People come from What Part of the Empire 
they would, they had free Acceſs tothe Fan MM 
theon, where: they might eaſily; find their 
own Gods. But among all that great Mul- 
titude of Gods, I never heard that the He- 
brew God had any Place aſſigned to him in 
the Pantheon: and the Reaſon poſſibly was 
this; they had no Obheckion to the Divinity 
of the Hebret God, but as the Ferns had no 
wren of i they could not 
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| Ital] him there, having no Form nor Si- 
militude: And conſidering the State the 
World was now in, this was a Piece of moſt 
excellent Policy, and a Scheme the beſt cal- 

ceulat d to aggrandize the Roman Empire 


And thou, imperial City, ancient Rome, might 
ſtilli perhaps have ſtood: the Miſtreſs of the 


World, if Rome Papal had learnt no more of 
religious Perſecution than Rome Pagan; for 


however ignorant the greateſt Part of the 


World was · of the true God, yet to their Ho- 


nour be it 3 they had learnt to think, 
and let think; and every one in this Senſe 
ſat under his own Vine, and under his own 


Fig-tree. The Temple of Janus was ſnut 


both upon a religious and civil Account: 


For when the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe 


upon a benighted World with healing in his 
Wings, it might well be called a Morning 


without Clouds, even as clear ſhining after 


Rain; — and throw the Knowledge of true 


Religion out of the Queſtion, And I may 
venture to affirm, that more learned Men 


peared in that Age, (whoſe Names will be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance wherever 
the Globe's —.—. by the Sun) than 
appeared in any Age, either before or after; 
Hand a Reaſon may be given why God or- 


dered it ſhould beſo, which is this; he fore- 
ſaw that when his Fitſt-borm was about to 
appear in the World, he would be every 


where N * by the learned World 
in 
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1. 2x in all 45515 agel if the Wit aich 1e eng 1 | | 


of the People in this Age did not appear 
upon Record, ſucceeding Ages would ſay, 
that the World was deſtitute of Learning, 


and abounded with Ignorance and Superſti- 


tion, ſo that they could not diſeover the 
Impoſture of the pretended Son of God. 
But this happens 950 to be the Caſe in the 
happy Reign of Auguſtus Ceſar * No; if any 
| ſhould dare to aſſert this, every School Boy 

might call majeſtic Virgil to his Aid, and 
prove the ſcoundrel Wretch a Liar. And 


however the deſpiſed Nazareen was known 
by few to be the Perſon that was to reſtore 


Saturnian Times again; yet the Time was 


now come, when all Nations expected ſuch 


a Perſon as the Prophet calls the Deſire of all 
Nations. And even the Heathen World, if 
they knew their ow] Principles, might had 


Proof that the Virgin's; Son was born; for the 


Delphick Oracle was now ſtruck dumb, 48 
itſelf had foretold, many Years before, it 
ſhould be, when a Virgin ſhould bear a Son- 
—Bur four thouſand Years were now elapſed 


from: the Creation to the Birth of Cbriſt; 
and in all that Time the great God had ne- 


ver left himſelf without à Witneſs to th 
World, though the World had always per- 


verted the Meaning of God's Meſiengers; 4 


and though the Redeemer was to be a Man 


of Sortows; and aequainted & with ps mg yer 


joy . 4 : - 
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5 0 4 20 5 
x he Was, to acquire! univerſal Empim. 4 


When we!.confider the, E acl don. y 46:4 
RS came, even, to purchaſe bis 
Fern with. his Blood, and. by no Means 
depended on Man's Gbeqiengg, 97 Belicf,.as 
the: Propher ſays, he has trogden the inen 
preſs atone, and 9 0 the People, there, Was 
Bore with him þ is On Arm. e en 
Salvation, and his Fury it upheld him; He 
Mall ſee of * Travel of his Soul and he lan 
tisfied; and by one Means or; another all 
har the Fatheg Heth | given, ſhall; come 
0, him. —W ben. we. conſiden this, cheugh 
rr, Fart oß the World are none ichen 
totally igyorant yr God's Methed. t Salva: 
tion, or iginorantly, plaſpheme is, yet. Chi 
is not dead in vain, but the wall Had gut his 
xedegmed QnFSs. boweyer. ſcattered. ayer, the | 
Page: of the whale, Rarth s and will at laſe 
Pen 5 re the Eyes of; his Glory, 
withent Spot. or Wrinkle, $OQF_AINY 1 ch 
Thing, though Men and Devils oppoſe. But 
there is ſomething very remarkable in the 
viſible Change, chat paſſed on the World 
after the Reſurrection of Chniſt; for it Was 
net long beſpre all the Idol Gods begun to 
vaniſh, 1 ke ſo many Stars before the xiſing 
Sun. The Jer Nation, which was itſelf 
but a Type. of the Goſpel Church, with all 
Ks typical Inſtitutions, were gradually res 
moved; iD make Way, before à riling Gad. 
= alas Ander the old Piſpenſation: à 
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Miſunderſtagding divine Revelation, as c-. 
veyed in Types and, Symbols was the Cauſes 
of all that viſible, Idolatry, which eyery- 
where abounded in the patriarchal and pro- 
phetic Ages; ſo from the Days of Chris to 
the preſent Age, all that ſpiritual Idolatry 
which has, and ſtill does abound, is ceca- 
ſioned by miſunderſtanding the Perſon and 
Offices of Chrift, which the Types and Sym- 
bols repreſented. No ſooner had he finiſhed, 
the great Work of Man's. Redemption, and 
proved himſelf to be the Son of God with, 
Power; but as in the Days of Salomon, no, 
ſooner was, the Temple finiſhed, but pre: 
fently. the Mount was Itudded over with idol, = I 
Temples z ſo we find all the Apoſtles of our MU 
Lord complaining, that ungodly, Men had 
crept in, who turned, the Grace of God into, 
Licentiouſnels, juſt as the Deiſts do now. 


* 2 bg 
9 Lo 


who. tell us we teach Men to Sin, becauſe 


we tell them Grace has abounded. But what 
was the firſt Step thoſe, ungodly Men took, 
in the apeſtolic Age? Why, they ſtruck at, 
the Root of Chriſtianity; they denied the 
only Lord God: and who was that? eren 
our Lord Teſus Chriſh And, what.. was the; TI 
next Step? They ſet aſide his propiuatory 1 
Death, which all the Types for above Jaur- +» 18 
thouſand Years had figured out, and counted | 


the Blood of the Covenant an unholy Thing. RM 
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And what did they introduce in the rom 1 
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ſaved unleſs they kept the Law. But one 


Thing muſt be obſerved in Favour of the 
Church of Rome; idolatrous as ſhe is, amidſt 
all her helliſh Foppery and damnable Frum- 


pery, the never has rejected the Godhead. of 


Cbfiſt, as Arius and Socinus have done, which, _ 


redounds as much to his declarative Glory 
as the Obedience to all his moral. Precepts, 
if ſuch an Obedience was poſſible to be per- 


formed by degenerate Man. — But as every 
Age plucked ſome Feather from the Re- 


deemer* s. Wing, at laſt he was brought down 

the Level of a meer moral Preacher; one 

at was ſent to deliver a Syſtem of moral 
Ethicks to the World, and to reſtore what 
Men call the Law of Nature: but it hap- 
pens there is not one moral Precept 2 
taught, bur what the World knew before; 
and unleſs it be allowed that Chriſt in this 


Senſe teſtored the Law of Nature, viz. by 


renewing in Man what he was naturally. 
created with, even the Image of God; un- 
leſs they allow that, He, in fact, did no- 
thing at all, but only came to tell the World 
how Wretched it was. But the reigning Idols 


of our Days ate Man's Righteouſneſs, ſet 


in Oppoſition to the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Free Will in Oppolition to Free Grace; 
Man's Repentance inſtead of Chriſt's Blood; 


Reformation inſtead of Regeneration; and 
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orſhip an abſolute God, 


| which 1 is a conſuming Fire inſtead of a God 


Vorld to himſelt. 
is the Idolatry of 


reconciling the 
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Suh ry my Friends, 
_ Goſpel Tames, | 


„ To tell it all would ta e a thouſand 


Tengues - -- 
hroat f Braſs, 
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O Gen. i wii. "Re And. he l 5 Kube = 

theGarden of Eden, Chertbims, and a am- 
ing Sword, which turned every Way, to "OF =_ 
the Way of the Tree of Ee. 


F all the en Efforts which the Wiſ- 
| dom or Wickedneſs of Men have eſ- 
ſay'd to make againſt the Cauſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, none have been ſo detrimental to the 
_ Redeemer's Intereſt in the World as thoſe 
Efforts which have been made by his pre- 
tended Friends; for when one is introduced 
by the Prophet Zechariah, as aſking the Re- 
deemer in the Day of - his Sufferings, what 
are theſe Wounds in thine Hands ? Thoſe, 
ſays he, I received in the Houſe of my 
Friends; as if all the Afflictions he met with 
from his Enemies were imperceptible, when 
compared with thoſe he received from his 
Friends: And is it not much to be regret- 
ted that there are with us, even with us, 
thoſe who pretend at leaſt to be inliſted un- 
der Chriſt's Banner, to fight beneath the 
Shadow of the Crimion Flag? yet like - 
Ephraim of old, being harnaſſed and carry- 


ing 5 


ing Bows, turn themſelves back in the Pay 
of Battle; and not only fo; but baſely be- 
e del lawful Prinve' into dee Enes 
Hands. You will näturalty be led te aft, 


the Name of a Traitor is of all others the 
bon detetable: They are net che open 
Z 1 prophane and irreligious Hor Whöre- mon- 


eis and Tow Sinners, for tfieſelact abbve 
board, and are at open War wich the God 
W that made them, Land as ſuch are ee pted 
from the Name of Traitors; but they are 
W the formabipharifaical ſelf-righteous People; 
ho, pert 


D. 


he that they never did a bad T ing in all their 
fe Days. Theſe are they which the: great God 


e. calls a Stink in his Noſtrits, a Fire that 
ed WT burns all the Day: But as the Sübject. 1 


c- have choſe is the Deſcription of à Siege in 
lat the World's Infancy, and is ſtill carried on 
le, wich the utmoſt Vigour by the Beſſegers; 


ny Þ and I doubt not there are in this large Aſc. : 


th ſembly, not only a Detachment of Miners 
en and Bombardiers from the Train of 'Artil- 
11S lery, but ſome out of every Regiment of the 
t- Beſiegers; and, as T hope, ſome or other will 
18, be brought within reach of the flaming 
n- Sword before I have done, I ſhall ſirſt at- 


he tempt to deſcribe what it is that begun to be 
ke beſieged in the Days of Alam, even the Tree 


N X « 1 


what baſe Sort of Creatures thoſe are? for 


„perhaps, make long Prayers, and 
will tell you” Wirk che Gravity of à judge, 
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vers and Sabbarh: breakers; hot the Maga: 
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WhO ah: Defenders are, 
viz. Cherubims and a flaming Sword: And 


1 thirdly WhO the Beſiegers are, ee, 185 


and all his Poſterity. For it is ſaid he placed 
at the Eaſt of the Garden of Eden Cheru- 


bims, and a flaming Sword, which turned 
every Way to keep in Way of the Tree of 
Life. And why 1 Leaſt Adam ſhould put 


forth his Hand to take alſo of the Tree of 
Life“ and live for ever. Now as God has 
always conveyed ſpiritual Knowledge to 
Man under Metaphors borrowed ry ſenſi- 


ble Objects, ſo it is our Buſineſs to ſee thro! 


the Metaphors to the Doctrines they convey: 
and 1 wonder that the learned World, who 
are ſo very fond of figurative Expreſſions 


in other Authors, ſhould ſo much 'decry 


thoſe Maſter- pieces of Rhetorick in the in- 


ſpired Pen- men. — But that there is con- 
r ſomething of no little Importance in 
the Words I have choſe, let us only ſee 


whether the ſame Preparation, when made 
among Men, which is here repreſented to 
be made by the great God, is not of the 
greateſt Moment. ſuppoſe there are ſome Wl 
here To-night who have not, nor never will. 


forget that dreadful Day, when the Artillery 
was drawn out of the Tower, and the King 
was about to fix his Royal Standard on 


—_— 2 „— 


N — 


Or to live for ever. 


Finchley 


are, Eichley Common, did you not then think 
W there was an Attack going to be made by 
ce approaching Rebel Army? Surely you 
\ced did. —And if ſo, when you hear that the 
W Artillery of Heaven was drawn forth, and 
ned Chirubims accoutred with heavenly Pano- 
© of MW ply brandiſhing a flaming Sword were placed 
pur Centinels, to keep the Way of the Tree of 
e of Life. Can you think that God would thus 
has prepare to ſtand a Siege, if there had been 
to no Danger of an Attack going to be made 
enſi- upon the Tree of Life? Yes, my Friends, 
hro! God then foreſaw that not only Adam, but 
all his Poſterity would lay ſiege to this Tree 
ions Mas been guarded on every Side with a flam- 
ecry ng Sword. If I ſhould ſay there is not one 
Poul in the infernal Regions, nor never will 
ee one to the endleſs Ages of Eternity, but 
e in hat fell, and will fall by this flaming Sword, 
Wn laying Siege to the Tree of Life; I may 
nade pon Scripture Principles be juſtified in my 
d to aying, and cleared whenever I am judged. 
the lt is now about nine Years ſince I was 
ome lain in this Siege, in which I every Day ſee 
- will any of my fellow Mortals fo deeply en- 
lery paged ; and as an old Deer Stealer makes 
King he beſt Park-Keeper, ſo none is more fit to 
aution others than thoſe that have been ſlain 
., Whenmſclves. I may take it for granted, the 
— eeateſt Part of this Audience a now in 
J oſe Siege before e of Life, and are 
| OT - "023046391. "Uo 


5 626) = 
in great pes, either by Wiſdom, Strength, 
Sn. 2-28 - 2% Re z$5. $2 0 25 SEE. kt M7 . 
Diligence or Cunning to gain the Paſs, and 


A 


ſeize the Tree of Life. But if the Living 


can at all underſtand the Language of the 
Dead, you might ſooner with Mercury 
charm to Sleep fair Js Keeper with his hun- 
dred Eyes, and rob him of his horned 


Charge; or with fam'd Jaſon, yoke the fiery Bl 
Bulls, and lull the wakeful Dragon into 


Sleep, and ſlay the Army ſprung from his MW 
poiſonous Teeth, and ſteal from Colcis the 
golden Fleece of that fam'd Ewe which wa 


the Nurſe of ove; or with melodious O, 
pheus charm the hundred headed Monſter 


Cerberus, which guards the Portal of infer. 


free: All this and more you ſooner ma 
| perform, than force the wakeful Guard to 


Pluck one Leaf from this fam'd Tree of 
Life. But before I explain what is meant 


to think this was a material Tree, which 
grew in Eden's Garden, the Fruit of which 
could Adam but have once taſted, we and 


nal Fove, and ſet the diſ-embodied Priſoners 


by this Tree, and the Cherubims and flag. 
ing Sword, I would hope there are none 
here ſo ignorant of Scripture Language, uM 


he ſhould never have taſted Death, No 
my Friends; whatever may be advanced u 
the contrary, the whole Hiſtory of the Fall 


appears from various Parts of Scripture i 


be treated of in a figurative and metaphor 
cal Manner, Firſt by the Tree of Lite i 
. | mean 


\ 
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i meant, that Law which God gave to Adam; 
( 


and ſo long as Adam obeyed that Law, and 
no longer, he kept his Spiritual Lite, which 
ie = was Fellowſhip with God, Love, Joy and 
BR Peace in the Holy Ghoſt: I ſay, he pre- 
ſerved this by his Obedience, Juſt as he pre- 


dB fcrved his natural Life, by eating of the 
BR Fruit of the Trees in the Garden. For it is 
5 = faid, Do this and live; and the Apoſtle re- 
us 


fers to this, when he ſays, the Command- 
ment which was ordained to Life, I found 
to be unto Death;” as if he had faid, the. - 


. Commandment, ſo long as Adam obeyed, 
ter was the Preſervation of his Spiritual Life ; 
erg but once being broke, fo far Bom den 
en Life, that it is the very Hand of Death; 
8 = for by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin; 


and yet one could hardly think it, all Man- 


0 kind are ſeeking for, Life by the Deeds of 
$i : the Law; though the ſame Apoſtle, who 


perhaps had come as near this Tree of Life 
before he was ſlain, as any that ever belieged 
it; he ſays, if there could have been 
a Law which could have given Life, then 


0 verily Righteouſneſs would have been by 
dee dhe Law: by which we ſee Adam's Obedi- 
Ph ence only preſeved his Spiritual Life ſo long 


as he obey*d; but that being loſt, no more 


rg = Life from partial Obedience: Though we 
- aer all in our natural State before Conver- 


ſion, alive without the Law; that is, being 


* born blind, We never ſee the flaming Sword, 


C2 - but 


_ 


CW 
but think. if we do this good Thing, and the 


other, we ſhall ſurely obtain eternal Life: 


„ But when the Commandment came, ſays 


Paul, Sin revived, and I died;“ fo ſhall we, 


when once we are let to ſee the Law in all its 
Terror. Now he that keeps it all but one 


Point, is - guilty of all; and what Legaliſt 
will venture to ſay he has never failed in any 


Law, even of his own making? for God 
will ſtoop to try every Man by his own Law, 
and even then every Man muſt be ſelf- con- 


demned. Thus much then for the Tree of 


Life, which appears to me to have been that 
Law which God gave Adam; as it is ſaid, 
Do this and live; but Adam failing, leaſt he 


ſhould run to make it up with God by future 
Obedience, we find ſecondly, a Guard was 


placed, Cherubims and a flaming Sword, 
which turned every Way. That this has 
Reference to the Tabernacle is plain; for 
though the Book of Gene/is ſtands firſt, for 
Order Sake; yet it is allowed by all that 
Moſes writ this after the Law was given, and 
the Tabernacle, erected as an Introduction to 


the Hiſtory of his own Times. Now you 


will find that when the Law was given, it 
was put into the Ark, and over that was the 
Mercy Seat, which is the Emblem of Chrif; 
and at each End of the Mercy Seat ſtood a 
Cherubim of Gold, and ſhadowed the Ark 
with their Wings; but the flaming Sword 
was not here, becauſe the Mercy Seat came 


between : 
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between: Yet when we conſider the Law im 
its utmoſt extent, without the Interpoſition 


of the Mercy Seat, then the Cherubims and- 
flaming Sword are the very Emblem of Ju- 


ſtice; for wherever you ſee Juſtice painted, 
is it not in an angelic Form with a flaming 
Sword? And this is evident from the Manner 
of bearing a Sword before a chief Magi - 


ſtrate; and that the Sword is often put for 


Juſtice in Scripture is as evident: For when 
a Commiſſion is given to vindictive Juſtice 


do apprehend the Son of God, as the Re- 


preſentati ve of his guilty People, it is ex- 
preſt; Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shep- 
herd, and ſmite the Man that is my Fel- 
low :* And again, If once I whet my glit- 


= tering Sword ;” ſo that theſe Cherubims and 
= this flaming Sword are the Repreſentation of 


Juſtice z and when faid to be placed at the 
Eaſt of the Garden, would convey thus 
much. You know the Eaſt is that Part of 
the World where the Light firſt breaks 


forth; whizh ſhows, that the Juſtice of God 


may as clearly be ſeen to keep Men from 
hoping for Salvation by the Works that they 

can do, as clear as one may ſee a flaming. 

Sword that glitters in the Beams of the riſing 
Sun. And that'this' Sword is ſaid to turn 
every Way is very ſigniſicant; for what 
Schemes, what Syſtems of Legality have not 


Men invented to come at this Tree of Life 5 


5 there a natural Man in the World but 
„ „„ what 


quick and powerful; ſharper than any two 


i 


what hügs himſelf, that if he does ſo and MI wi 


the Nature of fallen Man, that he will ne-. : 
ver deſiſt from this Siege till the flaming , 
Sword. has laid him flat. And I will appeab 


Joints and Marrow? The Apoſtle Paul felt: 


carry on this Siege till his Eyes are opened, 


the generality of en are either armed 
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ſo, he ſhall obtain Life. But the Sword is 
ſaid to turn every Way, in order to ſhow: in 
the Impoſſibility of Man's obtaining Mere 

by the Deeds of the Law); but yet ſuch is 


to any one who has felt the Terrors of God 
for a broken Law, has it not been to you 


edged Sword; to the dividing aſunder of the 


this to be true, when he ſays, I by the Law 
am dead to the Law: And who that has Eyes 
to ſee, would fly to the Law for Life, when it 
is the very Inſtrument of Death ?: Thus we 
ſee what is meant by the flaming; Sword, 
even Juſtice, Thirdly; But do you think 
this flaming Sword was only placed to keep: 

Adam: from the Tree of Life? No, my 
Friends; every Son of Adam is engaged to 


to ſee what a Don Quixote he is. And if I 
had not been in the Siege myſelf, and were 
an Eye- witneſs to the Folly of the Beſiegers, 
J could hardly think there could be ſuch 
Knight Errantry in the World. For my 
own Part, I never met with an unconverted 
Perſon in my Life, be he as wicked as Hell, 
but what is in the Army of Beſiegers. Now 


with . 


3 
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Vid comparative, negatives or, poſitive 
W Goodneſs, as they call it.— The, molt dar- 
ing Sort are thoſe who are armed with com- 

parative Goodneſs. I know, a Man who told 
me, and proffered to ſhew. me the Liſt too, 
of 275 Whores he had in one Tear; and yet 
this Man is of no little Note in this Army: 
And how do you think he keeps himſelf out 
of the Reach of the flaming. Sword? Why, 
he never gets drunk, nor lets an obſcene . 
Word come out of his Mouth; and there: 
fore is not ſo bad as ſuch a foul-mouthed 
drunken Fellow. Others indeed will own. 
they get drunk now and then, and do ſwear 
a little, and talk bawdy; but then none can 

ſay but they are very honeſt, for they pay 
twenty Shillings- in the Pound, and do not 
cheat the World like ſuch. and ſuch. canting - 
ſanctified People. Then as to: your. nega- 
tively good People, Who. do 85 Body, any 
Harm, they make a conſiderable Figure in 
this Army. I once kney a, great, Tradeſman 
in this City, whole only, Daughter happened 


to die; and he could not think what he had 
done thar God ſhould take away, his Daugh- 


+. 2% ” 


ter; and yet this very ſame; Man would | 
cheat all his Cuſtomers if he could, by ſend-. 
ing Sugars, Gs. inferior to; the Samples: 


de he dich no Body eee "135096 | 
do your active poſitive good People, I know 


au old Lady quite grown, grey in this Siege, 


3 


bo is ccally at the Expence co. hire a Ghapr 
„„ 1 "mo 


1 8 


(32) 
lain to read Prayers twice a Day, and has 
built Alms-houſes, and gives Money to Pri- 
ſons twice or thrice a Tear. But, would you 
think it? This good Lady is quite 20455 
ſter; and the Money ſhe gives to Priſons is 
what ſhe wins at dear Quadrille; and what W 
Pays her Chaplain, and gets her the Name of 
a good Chriſtian, is what ſhe pinches out of 
her Servants Bellies, and deducts out of 
Tradeſmens Bills.—But I had Hke to have 
omitted one Sort more, that beſiege this 
Tree of Life, after they are dead and buried 
too.— Tou will ſay this is ſtrange, but no W 
more ſtrange then true: Have you never 
heard of People, who after they have cheated Wl 
the World for fixty or ſeventy Years, and 
- at laſt wronged their lawful Heirs, would 
compromiſe Matters with God, by leaving 
Money to build Hoſpitals or Atms-houfes, 
or perhaps repair Churches? Inſtances I need 
produce none. The various Roads from this 
great City have many ſtanding Monuments 
to prove this. Now, my Friends; do you 
think this Guard to defend the Tree of Life 
was needleſs? I think I have produced you 
aNumberof Inſtances to prove, that not only BW 
Adam, but all his Poſterity in every Age, 
have been, and ſtill are at Daggers-draw with 
the God that made them, and ruſh upon the 
thick Boſſes of his Buckler, like a Horſe 
into the Battle. And ſhould you or I be 
fecking for Life by the Deeds on the ** | 
an 
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in 
and be yet unwounded by this flaming 
Sword, and never ſee the real Tree of Life, 


even Jeſus Chriſt, which is that Tree of Life 


planted in the Midſt of the Paxadiſe of God, 
the Leaves of which Tree are for the den 


ing of the Nations. If we have never ſeen 


this, it is to be feared we have been all our 
Lives climbing to Heaven by a Rope of 
Sand, or building a Babel which will at laſt 
come tumbling down about our Ears vith 


vaſt and „ r Ruin. 
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On the Queen of Sheba*s Viſit to king Solomon. 


cal in expoſing the Vices of particu- 


now choſe this Subject in order to reſcue the 
Character of a particular Perſon out of the 
unhallowed Hands of thoſe, who, though 


they are mighty tender of the Characters of 7 


their infamous Contemporaries, yet, make 


no Sort of Scruple to ſtigmatize, with the , 


moſt poignant Reproach and Infamy, the 
amiable Characters of many of the moſt 
eminent Perſons which the Spirit of God 
has thought fit to dignify amidſt the illuſ- 
trious Roll of Scripture Worthies. One of 
thoſe glorious Perſonages, that has been 
made the Butt of Reproach, againſt which 
an ill- natured World has thought fit to 
ſhoot out their venomous Arrows, even 
bitter Words, is that illuſtrious Perſon the 


never to be forgotten Queen of Sheba. 


How has the Character of this worthy Wo- 


man been torn to Pieces in the moſt ſcan- 


dalous Manner, for taking that long and 


* 


B I have lately been thought too ſatyri- 


lar Perſons in ſome former Orations, I have 


tireſome 


11 


tireſome Journey to viſſt 2 W 
That I may vindicate ſo worthy a Perſon 
from ſuch vile Aſperſions, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to keep cloſe to the hiſtorical Account 
which is given of this Queen's Journey, 
together with the Moves. that induced her 
to travel ſo far, which if the Enemies of 
Revelation had in the leaſt adhered to, one 
would have thought that even Detraction 
itſelf muſt have ſtopped its opprobrious 
Mouth. Now it appears to haye been 
about that Period of Solomon's Life when 
the Temple of God and his own Houſe 
were finiſhed, which muſt be about the 
twentieth Year of his Reign, when the 
Queen of Sheba- came to viſit him; at a 
Time when the Worſhip of God was in its 
native Purity; at a Time when Solomon's 
Heart was flaming With Love to the Lord 
his God, before he had in gulfed himſelf in 
Guilt by marrying ſuch a — of ſtrange 
Women. And the Motive that induced this 
Queen to come ſo far, appears to have roſe 
from the following Incident. It ſeems at 
this time that King Solomon ſtood in the 
good Graces of all the neighbouring Kings: 
And the King of Edom had given Solomon 
Leave to bulld a Navy at a, Place called 
Ezion Geber, a ae at the upper End 
of the Red Sea, in order to go to Opbir for 
Gold; and, as che Ijraehtes were entirely 
gnqranf of N Nayigotions that — * 


be wanting to aggrandize King Solomon, ve 
Find his old Friend Hiram, King of Tyre, WW 
who had before afforded him ſuch ample 
Supplies of Cedar and Fir Wood from 
Mount Lebanon to build the Temple, now 
furniſhed his Ships with Sailors who had 
Knowledge of the Sea. For the King of 
Tyre's Dominions being ſituate at the up- 
per End of the Mediterranean Sea, and 
Tyre and Sidon being the grand Refort for 
Merchants from all Parts of the then known 
World, the Subjects of Hiram had all the 
Opportunity imaginable to be the moſt ex- 
pert Sailors. And thefe were they with 
which King Solomon's Ships were manned: 
And the Place for which they were bound 
was Ophir, a Country in Arabia Felix, bor- 
dering upon the Red Sea or Arabian Gulph. 
And though our modern Geographers are 
in diſpute about the Situation of Opbir, yet 
It is very clear that it muſt have been be- 
' tween Eloth and the Indian Ocean; for the 
whole Length of that Gulph, which divides 
the Arabian from the Ethiopian Coaſt, is 
not many hundred Leagues. Vet ſo little 
was the Art of Navigation then known, 
that they were three years in making this 
Voyage; by which it teems moſt likely they 
coaſted it all the way, and were feldom out 
of Sight of Land. Now this Ophir, ſo 
famous for Gold, was in the Cueen of 
Sbeba's dominions; and, upon their Arrival, 

= 0 . 
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we find that Solomon's Merchants were intro- 
duced to the Audience of the Queen. We 
may eaſily fee what fort of Converſation ſhe 
had with theſe Strangers: For: Perſons of 
royal Dignity ſeldom enquire about any 
Thing inferior to themſelves. An Inſtance 
of this we have in Dido, Queen of Carthage, 
upon the Arrival of Eneas the Trojan Prince, 
where Virgil tells us of what Dido was _ 
inquiſnive, VIZ, 8 
Of Priam ach ſhe aſl & 85 Hector more, 
What Arms black Memnon brought to 
Zanthus Shore; $7 ls 
And then enquir'd of Diomedes Steeds, 
Of Great omar and his mighty Deeds. 


all which were People and Things of royal 4 
\ Dignity. And there appears but two Things 
of which this Queen of Sheba made Enquiry, 
012, concerning the God that the {/raelites 
worſhipped, and the Character of the then 
reigning Monarch. That Solomon's Mer- 

- chants were Men of ſingular Piety, as well 
as excellent Orators, is very evident from 
the Effect their Words had upon this Queen. 
For however ſome People's high-flown Rhe- 

= torick may tingle the Ear, yet it is only 

Words ſpoke from the Heart that can reach 

to the Heart; and you will find thoſe Men 

had more the Honour of God at Heart than 

che Grandeur and Wiſdom of their Maſter 


Solomon : 3 
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Solomon: 4 I make no Doubt but he 
gave an exact Account of the Riſe of the 
Hebrew Nation, and the many and glorious 
Miracles that God had wrought from Time 
to Time in behalf of his People {/rael, and 
how highly King Solomon was in the Eſteem 
of the Lord his God, who had been ho- 
noured with building chat beautiful Temple, 
the more immediate Reſidence of the Lord 
of all the Earth. Such Diſcourſe as this thoſe 
Merchants muſt have had; for the Hiſtory 


informs us, that when the Queen of Sheba 


heard of the Fame of Solomon concerning the 
Lord, ſhe came to prove him with hard 
b. ae eg Now let it be obſerved what 
induced the Queen to this Journey. It 
was not King Solomon's Riches, for enough 
of that ſhe had at Home: It was not his 
graceful Perſon, for I do not find that 
that was ſo much as mentioned: It was 
not merely Curioſity to ſee his ſumptuous 
Buildings: No; but it was Solomon's Fame 
concerning the Lord. Now whoever is 
converſant with Hiſtory, may ſee that there 
was one prevailing Miſtake, concerning, the 


God of frael, which had overſpread the 


whole Heathen World; which was this, 


they thought no other. Nation but the 
Tfraelites, had any right to the Favour of 


Ifrael's God. This was occaſioned partly by 


the great Things God had done tor 1/7ae/, 
and partly by the Bigotry and Pride of the 
Nominal, 
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Nominal, Hypocritical, Selfiſh Ifraelites ; 


who, like our modern Formaliſts, valued 
themſelves upon their ceremonial Perfor- 
mances. But this was not-the Spirit of an 
Tſraelite indeed; for good Old Abraham re- 
joiced to think, that in his Seed all the Na- 
tions of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed: And 
Solomon was ſo much of a Catholick Spirit, 


that at the Dedication of the Femple, after 


his Prayer for the People of Hrael in parti- 
cular, did not forget the diſtant Stranger; 


Moreover, ſays he, concerning a Stranger, 


that is not of thy People rael, but cometh. 
out of a far Country, for thy Name's Sake; 
for they ſhall hear of thy great Name, and 
of thy ſtrong Hand, and of thy ſtretched 


out Arm. When he ſhall come and pray to- 
ward this Houſe, hear thou in Heaven thy 


dwelling Place, and do according to all 
that the Stranger calleth to thee for. And 
] believe from my Heart, that Solomon's 


Merchants repeated this very ſame Clauſe of 
Solomon's Prayer to the Queen of Sbeba, or 


ſne had never come from ſo far a Country. 
For Solomon had prayed for the Stranger, 


that was to come from far, for the Sake of 


the Name of the Lord. And we find it was 
for no other Reaſon, but concerning Solo- 
mon's Fame, with regard to the Name of the 


Lord, that brought this Stranger Queen ſo 


far; and ſurely we muſt ſuppoſe, ſhe hoped 


for ſome extraordinary Benefit from the 
5 Lord, 
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Solomon with hard Queſtions; what IE 
Queſtions were, we are not told. Bur let 
any one be aſked what thoſe Queſtions were, 
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1 or what could be her View, in com- 


ing ſo far concerning his Name? Thus you 
ſee it was upon a religious Account, that 


the Queen of Sbeba took this long and 


dangerous Journey; and by what ſhe after 


confeſſes to King Solomon, ſhe appears to be 


a Woman of no mean Abilities; ſhe had 
learned to ſteer clear of thoſe two dangerous 
Rocks, Credulity on the one Hand and In- 
fidelity on the other. She owned, when told 
of Solomon's Wiſdom, ſhe believed, not till 


her Eyes had ſeen it; that is, ſhe did not 


aſſent and conſent to all that was told her, 
without examining into the Matter: Nay, 
it 1s plain, ſhe thought what was told her, 


a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, that ſhe 
| ſpared neither Pains nor Coſt, to prove the 


Truth of what ſhe heard; and accordingly 


we find, ſhe ſet out for Jeruſalem, with a 


very ſumptuous Equipage, to prove Kin 


and he will always anſwer according to the 


natural Bent of his own Mind. Aſk a De- 


bauchee, and I'll warrant you he'll tell you, 


they were of the amorous Kind. Indeed the 

learned Ignoramus's amongſt the Jews, tell 

us, this Queen brought a Parcel of Boys 
and Girls to Jeriſalem in very 0 0 

and proved Solomon's Wiſdom,” by his tell- 

| ing Tia which were "m_ and which Girls, 
15 1 
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at firſt Sight. But the Ridiculouſneſs of 
this, needs no Argument to confute it. It 
is as abſurd as their ſaying, Chriſt did his 
Miracles, by the Name of Fehovah, which 
he ſtole out of the Temple. Can any one 
that reads the Hiſtory of the Queen of Sheba, 
ever diſcover ſuch a trifling nonſenſicat 
Spirit in her? No, as ſhe came concerning 
the Name of the Lord, is it not reaſonable 
to think, her Queſtions were concerning 
the Name of the Lord too; pray obſerve 
her conduct, -ſhe appears to be under great 
Diſtreſs of Soul : whatever Solomon's Mer- 
chants had faid, ſhe appears to be ſtruck 
with Convictions, That all was not right 
between the Lord and her: And on her Ar- 
rival, ſhe took no Notice of Solomon's 
Grandeur, till ſhe had her doubts cleared up. 
Now Solomon appears to be under a.Divine 
Impulſe, when he refolved the Queen's Queſ- 
tions. For it is ſaid, there was nothing 
hid from the King, which he told her not. 
Now, as no doubt ſhe had been told of the 
Bleſſings God had in ſtore for his own Peo- 
ple, and the Mifery of thoſe who deſpiſed 
him; I make no doubt, but her firſt and 
grand Queftion was, what ſhe ſhould do to 
have an Intereſt in the God of Vrael; and 
whether a Stranger, that was not of God's 
People, might hope for any Favour from 
the God of Iracl. When this grand Queſ- 
uon was reſblved in the Affirmative; no 
1 5 | doubt 
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doubt her other Queſtions, were, concernit 
the Divine Attributes and Perfections; Re 
the Heathens had no Notion of Omnipre- 
ſence and Omnipotence, becauſe their, Dei- 
ties were circumſcribed to particular Limits, 
But Solomon could, and I doubt not did tell 
her, that the 3 of Heavens could not 
contain the Lord his God; he ſurely diſ- 
1 the Wiſdom of God, in creating the 
Power of God, in preſerving. the World, 
He likewiſe muſt have told- her of the Fall 
of Man, and the Method God had pre- 
ſcribed for his Recovery; ; and as Solomon's 
Temple was a Type of the Saviour of the 
World, and all the Sacrifices of that Diſ- 
penſation typical of the great Sacrifice for 
Sin, we cannot but think King Sa/omas WW 
preached all this in the moſt maſterly Man; | 
ner to the Queen of Sheba, Now, when the 
| Queen had got all her Queſtions, anſwered, 
and all her — 3 of Conſcience reſolvec 
then, and not till then, ſhe began to take a 
Survey of Solomon 8 Temple; ; for, 155 
What Pleaſure can the Splendour of a Court 
afford to one, over whoſe. Head a drawn 
Sword hangs by a feeble Thread? And,ſuch 
ſeemed to be the. Situation of: this Queen, 
till eaſed of all her Doubts and Fears by. the 
Preaching of Solomon; and then we find 
with what Wonder and Amaze, ſhe viewed 
the Magnificence of Solomon. The Order 


> >» 


adur of his Table, but above all, the Aſcent 
by which he went up to the Houſe of the 
Lord, viz. that magnificent Portico, ſo 
Ecloriouſly adorned with all the Works of 
Art, on either Hand of which ſeven lofty: 
Pillars ſtood, all chequered over with Nets 
W of burniſhed Gold, inſtelled with ſhining: 
Gems, which curious Hiram ſer ſo far be- 
ond the Conception of the moſt laviſh, 
Imagination, that when the Queen beheld 
this, there was no more Spirit in her; ſhe: 
fainted at the very Sight, and ingenuouſly 
confeſſed, that the Half of what ſhe- had 
ſeen, had not been told her. But, as if all 
chis unparalleled Architecture, this Blaze of 
ſhining Gems, and ſculptured: Gold, was 
nothing when compared to Salomons Wir. 


| dom; ſhe pronounced his Attendants: not 


happy in the midſt of allithis, but happy in 
ſtanding continually before their Maſter Sola- 
non, and hearing his Wiſdom: But does ſhe: 
ſtop here? if ſhe had, I ſhould have doubted: 
the Goodneſs of her Heart, as well as ſome 
Jof our modern Senſualiſts do. But, by a 

beautiful Climax, ſhe aſcends, till at laſt ſne 


reaches the Fountain Head, from whence 


| all Solomon's Wiſdom and Grandeur came; 
Bleſſed, faid ſhe, be the Lord thy God 
| which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on the 
Throne of Vfrael, becauſe the Lord loved 
Iſrael for ever; therefore made hethee King 
to do Judgment and Juſtice.” Thus _ 


touched with the Love of God; and who 


ſee ſhe centers all at laſt in the God of J& 

rael, from whom alone all Wiſdom and 
Riches flow: And to ſhow that this Con- 
feſſion of her Faith was of the right Sort, 
ſne gave a Teſtimony of her Faith by her 
Works; for, let but once the Heart be 


dare deny that good Works and Generoſity 
of Soul will not be the genuine Conſequence? 
As when it is ſaid, the Lord opened the 
Heart of Lydia to attend to the preaching 
of Paul;“ and you preſently hear that ſhe WI 
invited the Apoſtles into her Houſe; ſo this 
Queen, when touched with the Love of God, 
immediately opened her Heart and her | 

Treaſury too; for ſhe gave to the King an 
hundred and twenty Talents of Gold, and of 
Spices very great Store, and precious Stones: 
There came no more ſuch Abundance of 
Spices as theſe, which the Queen of Sheba 
gave King Solomon. Well now, if there be 
any here to-night who love to degrade whom We w. 
God delights to honour, what do you think WW 
of the Queen of Sheba? Can your Vultures 
Eyes ſpy any Indecency in this-good Wo- 
man's Conduct? I call her good, becauſe 
the only wiſe God, our Lord Fefus Chrif, 
has told the ſelf-righteous Jets that the 
Queen of the South, even the Queen of te 
Sheba, ſhould riſe up in Judgment with 
that Generation, and ſhould condemn it. 
But, methinks, I hear ſome ſay; You have 
not touched upon that Part of * 
OI. 


N (45) 0 
ſtory, where we ſee the Queen of Sheba's 
Crime. You have ſaid nothing of what 
King Solomon did for all this Riches. It is 
| faid he gave to the Queen of Sheba all her 
| Deſire, beſides that which Solomon gave her 
| of his royal Bounty. But, pray now, be- 
| cauſe the King gave her all ſhe aſked, does 
it follow as a Conſequence. that ſhe aſked 
him to go to Bed with her? What, becauſe 
an Amazonian Queen once aſked this Favour - 
of Alexander the Great, mult the Queen of 
8 Sheba aſk it of Solomon? Or, becauſe he 
gave her of his royal Bounty, was their no- 
ching worth the Queen of Sheba's Acceptance 
but the Enjoyment of his Perſon ? Surely. 
there was. Was the reſolving of her Doubts, 
and the diſſipating her Fears nothing worth? 
] believe it you or I had been under the 
| ſame Anxiety, what would we not have 
given to have been ſet at Liberty? But, to 
conclude: To me at leaſt it appears this Queen 
was a Woman of ſtrict Honour, Virtue, 
and Generoſity; a Woman that did not ex- 
| perience Solomon's Love; but the Love of 
Solomon's God ſhed abroad in her Heart. 
The Obſervation I would make upon the 
| Queen of Sbeba's Journey is this; that the 
great God is never at a loſs to procure Means 
to bring his baniſhed home. Has he a Queen 
of the diſtant South to be brought to the 
| Knowledge of himſelf? Why then the Winds 
and Waves ſhall all conſpire to do God's 
. —F Rn 


Y 


2 


0 125 Ty 5 


Work; , even Sailors, of all People the ini 
reprobate and deviliſh, ſhall proclaim his 
Name abroad: Nay, rather chan Chrif 
Sheep ſhall not be brought into his Fold 
the Devil himſelf ſhall act the Part of! 
Eran Dog, and by barking and biting 
drive them to the Shepherd; and by o 
Means or other, he will either wile hi 
| 12 to the Goſpel, or the Goſpel to them 
__ fo that at the laſt, when he makes up b 
Jewels, he ſhall ſay in the Preſence of God, if 
here am I, and the Children which tho 
"haſt given me; and of all that thou bat 
given me I dave loſt none; no, not even 
the diſtant Queen of Seba. For as Jad 
ſays, when ſpeaking in the Perſon of the 
Redeemer, I will ſay to the North give up, 
and to the South i not back ; and the 
mall bring my Sons from far, And my 
"Daughters from the Ends of the Earth; and 
they Th Sheba ſhall come, they ſhall bring 
Gold and Incenſe, and they ſhall ſhew forth 
che Praiſes of the erate o 
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5 tinguiſned theniſel 
Denomi na and Parties, and have di- 


ble among Men. 
beſpeak their Utility; 


0 R AT 10 0 * oP 10 


Vrſe. Geh. A iti. latter 
Part of the 14th Verſe Upon thy Belly 
ſhalt thou go, and Duft Joo 2 eat aff the 


Days of thy Life. 


HOis bre dun ** read the lively 
Oracles of God, with an unpte- 


judice Eye, but muſt have made this one 


Obſervation? (however Mankind have diſ- 
es by different Nations, 


vided and ſubdivided from each other) that 


the great God has divided Mankind into 


no more than two Claſſes ; the one diſtin- 
guiſhed by Metaphors borrowed from the 
moſt amiable Productions of Nature; the 


other borrowed from every Proddckion be - 


Nature that is vile, deteſtable and abomina- 
Hence you hear the 
former are called by Metaphors, which 
ſuch as Sheep 
Lav Doves, Wheat, Gold, Jewels, Cc. 


The Ou are calle” by n of the 


moſt 


(8) 


molt deteſtable Kind; ſuch as cn [1 
Vultures, Vipers, Serpents, Tares, &c. And iſ 
however the outward Appearance of King. 
doms and Nations may have differed with 
regard to Civil Government; yet there are 
two great Monarchs, each of which have 
filled their reſpective Thrones in the World, 
ever ſince the Day this dreadful Curſe as 
'denounced ; ** On: thy Belly ſhalt thou go, 
« and Duſt ſhalt thou eat al the Days of 
<« thy Life.” And whether we like it or 
not, fie: whether we will or not, we are, 
and muſt be Subjects to one of theſe two 
great Kings; for God and the Devil divides 
the World between them. The Devil in- 
deed is the God of this World, and all that 
are born in his Dominions, are born his law. 
ful Subjects. But then the great God has a. 
Kingdom likewiſe, but what Sort of Sub- 
jects? a People that are taken out of the 
Devil's Territories, and tranſlated into the 
Kingdom of God's dear Son. Now in or. 
der to give Man a Deſcription of the Man- 
ner in which he became enſlaved. to the 
Bondage of Sin, and Death, the Conſequence 1 
of it, the ſacred Hiſtorian deſcribes his 
fall by repreſenting to his Ideas the Image 
of a Serpent, as the Tempter of our firlt 
Parents: And many, who ſee no farther than 
the meer Letter of Scripture, have formed 


to themſelves groſs Ideas of what is here 
. | called 
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6 „ 8 
Called the Serpent, and inſtead of enquiting 
into the Nature of the Doctrines couched 
under this Hieroglyphick Repreſentation, 
have exerted their utmoſt Skill to deſcribe 
what kind of Serpent this was, into which 
the Devil enter d. But were we to take a 
valk over yonder Libya's“ burning Sands, 
and view with curious Eyes, the various 
3 Species of the Serpent Race; the drouzy 
W Aſp or ſpotted Cenchris, rich in various 
yes, or the fierce Baſiliſk, by every other 
erpent feared, or Dragon armed with 
W Scales of glittering Gold. Nay, could we 
Wvicw each ſingle Species of the ſcaly Brood, 
by which ſo many noble Romans, fell a 
prey to Vultures, on the Lybian Waſte, 
ho fled with Cato over that burning De- 
ert, to ſhun victorious Cæſar's conquering _ 
rms. And could we ſingle out the yery 
Find which Moſes had in view, when he 
Wa Serpent was more ſubtil, than any 
WBcatt of the Field, which the Lord had 
Wnade; yet after all, we ſhould but gratify a 


; & 
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Wccdleſs Curiofity, which would be of as 
e ittle Service to us, as to know how many 
„ots there were upon Hercules's Club, or 
ow many Buds there were upon Aarons 
Wod.—But we are told, that no Scripture is 
f private Interpretation; but is profitable 
er Doctrine, for Correction, and for In- 
ruction in Righteouſneſs. But let me aſk © 
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any one, what Sort of Doctrine, what Son 
of Correction, or Inſtruction we can gather 


from God's ſaying to a poor Serpent (which WW 
at moſt. was meerly- paſſive in the Affair: 8 - 


«© Upon thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt 
1 ſhalt thou eat all the Days ofithy Lite; 
when it is as natural for a Serpent to po 
- Upon its Belly, and eat the Duſt, as it i; 
for an Ox to walk upon four Leggs, and 
eat the growing Graſs. No, my Friends, 
God never intended to give us a Story of 
metamorphis d Serpent, who from having 
its Head erect and ſoftly gliding along, with 
many a winding Fold, was henceforth forced 
VB to crawl upon the barren Sand; no mor 
than he really intended, when | he ſays, 
* Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox, that 
“ treadeth out the Corn,” that we were 
to look no further than the Horned Cres iſ 
ture. But, as Paul ſays, doth God provide 
for Oxen? ſo may 1 ſay, doth God fill up 
Divine Revelation, with, Stories of meta- 
morphiſed Serpents ? God forbid !- It mull 
be allowed, that the Hiſtory of the Fall, 1 
taken literally, gives us but a ſtrange Ida 
of God. But when we conſider the Age in 
which it was writ, and by whom, we ſhal 
find the Images exceeding expreſſive. We 
are told, that Moſes was ſkilled in all tit 
Learning of the Egyptians : And pray bo# 
did the Egyptians .convey their Knowledg 
to each other? Not by Letters or write 
Words, as we do; but by Hieroglyphics 
a EE ke Characters 
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Sor Characters. 1 can compare it to nothing, 
thee that ſo nearly reſembles it, as our Heraldry, 
hick which I ſuppoſe was borrowed from them. 
Fair) WW And have we not very often, the Hiſtory 
of whole Families in the Field of a Coat of 


Arms? So here, when the Serpent is men- 
W tioned by Moſes, it had long before that 
WS Time in which Moſes writ, been fixed upon 
as a Figure that denoted Wiſdom, Art, 
Craft, Cunning, or Subtilty ; and when in- 
W troduced into the Hiſtory of the Fall, 
no WY pointed out that Maſter Piece of Subtilty, 
chat Apoſtate Spirit, who led Man into the 
WW Captivity of Sin; and in other Places of 

8 Scripture is called 8 itſelf; and in 
W the ſame Senſe as Perſonality is applied to 
Ws the Spirit of God, who witneſſes with our 
W Spirits, and leads us into all Truth: So 
W this Serpent Spirit operates perſonally, and 
by that Means, vitiates and pollutes the Soul, 
and eſtranges the Heart from God; and 
chus did this Spirit operat2 on the Hearts of 
our firſt Parents; but not (in my Opinion) 
through the Organs of a Brutal Serpent, 
but by prefenting Evil to their Imagina- 
tions. As Paul fays, when I would do 
Good, Evil is preſent with me; and as the 
Bite of a Serpent, not only infects the Part 
that is bit, but Poiſons the whole Maſs of 
Blood, as you may read in Lucan, of the 
many Sort of Deaths, which Cato's Soldiers 
| luffered in Eibya's Sands, by the Bites of 
F D 2 . 
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685 


different, Kinds of Serpents ; ſo our firſ 
Parents being , deceived by this. Serpent 
Spirit, the Infection went ſo deep, that the 
il L with all its Noble F aculties, became 
entirely polluted; and tho? before that Time, 
the Body of Man had been the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt : Yet, now it became 2 
Cage he every unclean Bird, and a Temple 
for the Habitation | of the Beals who is 
ſaid to reign in the C hildren of Diſobedicace; 
and \ we are all, by Nature, the Children of 
Wrath, even as others; and that's the 
Reaſon why our Lord and his | Apoſtles 
olten call the Wicked, Vipers, Dogs, Swine, 
Children of the Devil; nay, the very Devil 
himſelf. Have 1 not choſen you Twelve, 
and one of you is a Devil! And this is the 
Reaſon which makes me conclude, that the 
Serpent here curſed to go upon its Belly, is 
unregenerate Man, actuated by the fe 
Spirit, as all are. intirely, as the degenerate 
Children of a degenerate Parent. For the 
Imagination of Man's Heart is Evil, and 
that continually, and as oppoſite to the Na- 
ture of God, as Wheat is to Tares, or as 
| Sheep are to Goats. But is it not abomi- 
nable (as a certain Perſon obſerves) that 
Children ſhould deny. their Parent, and 
ſay, they have no ſuch Kindred ? And what 
is {till worſe, will never be brought to own 
their Kindred, till they are brought out of 
+ Darkoels1 into God's marvellous Light, and 
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nt then, when at any Time, under the Hidings 
e of God's Face, with Biſhop Xen they will 
ne often nnn ns. 
of Eo my Soul tis Hell to be ; 
a But for one Moment void of Thee. 
le „ e 


But JI am afraid I have been too tedious in 


is 

85 aſcertaining who this Serpent is; but unleſs 
of âbtdthat was firſt fixed, we ſhould ſtill be at a Loſs 
he to know where the Curſe centers; and per- 
les haps, every Snake we ſee, we ſhould be 
ie, ready to ſay, there's a Monument of the 
vil Curſe, crawling upon its Belly. But now 


ve, to give you Ocular Demonſtration, that the 
he WW Serpent here ſpoken of, is a two legged Crea- 


the ture, and walks erect as you or I may do; 
is ſee now whether the Cap does not fit every 
ent WE unregenerate Man in the World, as actuated 


ate by this Serpent Spirit. On thy Belly ſhalt 
the thou go.” What do we underſtand by this ? 
nd Ovid ſays, that God gave to Man a lofty 
Ja- Face, in order that he might center his Af- 

as fections upon, Things Above. But is this 
mi- the Caſe of th® World in general? No, very 


hat far from it, for the generality of Men have 
ind but off their noble Nature, for the groveling 
hat WH Qualities of down<caft Beaſts. Are not all 
wo. WW Mankind by Nature, ſeeking for Happineſs 
of from beneath, as the Brute Creation do? for 
ind all their Pleaſures: ariſe from the Things of 
en, Farth; and fo do Men's in their Natural 


„ State, 


„ 
State. Inſtead of rejoicing according to the 
Command of God, and glorying in the 


Knowledge of God, they look always for | I 


Happineſs from beneath. This was Cain 
Caſe, as ſoon as ever he was curſed of God, 


he immediately flew to the Creatures for 


Happineſs, and begun to amuſe himſelf 


with Building a City; and thus does every 


Soul of Man, that is deſtitute. of the Spirit 
of God, look to the Things of this lower 
World, and ſeeks to ſtrike out Happineſs 
from thence. When Solomon experienced a 


temporal Deſertion of God: What does he 


do? Why he tells us, he built him Houſe 
and planted Vineyards, gat him Men Singers 
and Woman Singers, and every Thing that 
was delightful among Men. And is not the 
Caſe the ſame at this Day ? when Men be- 
come weary of themſelves, do. they not 
then run to the Witch of Endor for Com- 
fort? And is not this beautifully figured 
out by theſe Words? Upon thy Belly ſhalt 
thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all the 


Days of thy Life.” By Duſt may be un- 
derſtood, all the Things which this lower 


World affords, and every Thing that comes 
within the Circle of Senſe ; and by eating of 


Duſt, is as much as if God had ſaid to all 


the Serpent Race, which were not included 
in the Covenant of Redemption; ye ſhall 
be a Race of groveling Creatures; ye {hall 
never know any Happineſs, but what s 

common 


4) 


common to you with the Brute Creation, 


via. the Produce of the Earth, and the 
gBileſſings of the Nether Spring; ſuch as 
Heat and Cold, Rain and fruitful Seaſons, 
and whatever Pleaſure the Senſes can enjoy, 
chis ſhall be your Portion. But as for the 
Things of another World, the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, and the Enjoyment of the Indwell- 
ing of God in the Soul, by the Renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt, you ſhall never know. 
Nay, ſo far from knowing any Thing of 
the inviſible Realities of another World, 
that you will not believe there is any ſuch 
Thing, tho a Man ſhould declare it unto 
you: And by theſe Words, All the Days 
of thy Life,” is fixed the Curſe with a Wit- 
neſs; as if God had ſaid, this Curſe is not 


for a Day or a Lear; but all the Days of 


| thy Life, fo long as thou liveſt upon the 


Face of the Earth. And now, my Friends, 


what do you think of the Serpent's Curſe. 
Is not this to be curſed above all the Beaſts 
of the Field? their centering all their 
Thoughts upon the Enjoyments of Senſe, 
is to them a Bleſſing : But when entailed 
upon Man, the only rational Part of the 
the Creation; upon Man, originally, made 
in the Image of God, and fitted for Com- 
munion and the Enjoyment of God, and 


by Diſobedience, reduced to a Level with 

the Beaſts that periſh. What a Curſe is 

here? Theſe Words once ſtruck me with 
| | Dy the 
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the moſt poignant Grief, when I Spe 
the greateſt Part of the World, deſtitute of 


the Grace of God, were all to a : Man goin 
upon their Bellies, and licking the Duſt: 
And how ought os that have experienced 
the Riches of free Grace, in pardoning 
Love, to be ſtruck with Wonder, and with WW C 


the Apoſtle John cry out, What Manner of 
Love 115 this, that God has beſtowed upon 
us; that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
God, while ſo many of our Acquaintahe, 
are going upon their Bellies, and "I 
Duſt all the Days of their Lie? | 
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O RAT TON VI. 


ung 

rh = 07 Gen. iii. Chap. 15th Verſe. 1 will put 
r of Enmity between . and the W. oman, and 
pon between thy Seed and ber Seed. 


8 of 
nce, We WERE we to aſk the Generallagr' of 
profeſſing Chriſtians, what is meant 


by that Enmity which is ſaid to be put be- 
tween the Woman and the Serpent, and be- 
tween its Seed and her Seed; I think I may 
venture to affirm the greateſt Part would 
g anſwer, it is that natural Deteſtation which 
is in Man againſt the whole Serpent Race, 
= which prompts him to deftroy them where- 
ever he ſees them: And it implies alſo that 
natural Diſlike which the whole Serpent Race 
have to Man, and prompts them to bite and 
ſting him whenever he comes in their Way. 
But as Man for the moſt Part deſtroys the 
Life of every Serpent he encounters, that 

| (fay they) is the Reaſon why it is ſaid the 
Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's Head; that is, kill it; as the Head, 

8 (you know) is the Seat of Lite. But, as 
W lometimes it happens, that Man receives 
lome Damage from the Serpent; for that 
3 it is * the Serpent ſhall bruiſe 
D 5 „ 


# 


5 his Heel; that is, may hurt him a little, 4 
the, Heel is not a mortal Part. This is the 
Interpretation of your moral Church-going 
Formaliſts, who will tell you they believe 

all the Bible, from Genefis to Revelations; 
but will give you juſt ſuch a Definition of 
any Text, as that blind Man'I once heard 

of did of Colours, with whunr ſome Virtu- 
olo's took a great deal of Pains to teach the 
Diſtinction of Colours; and when they Wi 
thought he had made ſome Proficiency, they 
aſked him what ſome particular Colour: was 
like; its like—its like (ſays he) the Sound 
of a Trumpet; and juſt as prepoſterous is 
the Anſwer of every ſpiritually blind Perſon 

in the World, with regard to ſacred Truth. 
In a former Oration, L endeavoured to prove 
upon Scripture Principles what this Serpent 
and its Seed was; and to ſhow from the 
Evidence of Saripture, that every Son of 
Adam, by natural Generation, till born 
again of God, is of that Serpent Race; and 
is as much the Temple of the Devil, as the 
Heart of a regenerate Man is the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt: And as the Woman and 

her Seed imply Chrift the Head, and all his 
People the Members, ſo the Serpent and its 
Seed implies that apoſtate diabolic Spit“, 
which reigns in the Children of Diſobeo 
ence and all his Poſterity: And as theſe two 

Seeds compriſe the whole World, then ve 
are either going upon our K and lick- 

ing 


| 


(59) 


ing the Duſt; or are made to walk uprig ht 
and feed upon Chriſt, the Bread of eternal 
Life. But thyowing the Hieroglyphic Ser- 
pent (mentioned in our laſt) out of the 


Queſtion, we find here was a Declaration of 


3 War made by the great God himſelf in Pa- 
W radiſes 1 will put Enmity between thee and 


the Woman, and k between thy Seed and her 


Seed: And has the Word of eternal Truth 


ſaid it? And ſhall it not take Place? God 


forbid. But perhaps you will ſay this War 
was declared fo long ago, that we in theſe 
Ss Dregs of Time have no Concern in it. But 
ſtop a little, my Friend, and you ſhall ſee 
chat you are now engaged in the midſt of 

the Battle; either thou art fighting againſt 
others, or fought againſt by others; 


there never was one Moment's- Ceflation of 5 


Arms from that Day to this: Tou know 


W char Enmity is a fixt irreconcileable Hatred 
which can never be appeaſed; you might as 
well reconcile Fire and Water, Heat and 


Cold, Light and Darkneſs, as reconcile the 
Enmity there is between the Seed of the 
Woman and the Seed of the Serpent. In- 


cgdced fo long as God's People continue in 


their natural Blindneſs, and are not tranſlated 
cout of Darkneſs into God's marvellous Light, 
ſo long they are very free from this Enmity. 

The World loves its own, but let a Man but 


once depart from Evil, and he will imme- 


| _ become a Prey: Let a Man but once 
declare 
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declare himſelf on the Lord's Side, and im- 
mediately the Serpent begins to hiſs. But, 
methinks, I hear ſome: ſay, this is all meer 
Fancy; there is no ſuch Thing as che Ser. 
pent Race in the World; we — Proof 
of this. Well, I do not deſire! you to tale 
my Word for it; but unleſs you are natu- 
rally, as well as ipiraually. blind; you ſhall 
have ocular Demonſtration of this Enmity 
between the two Seeds, if the Experience of 
all Ages, from the Days of Adam to this 
preſent Day, will earn dn out a ſufficient 
Proof. Vou may remember I ſaid, let but 
. a Man once declare himſelf on the _ 
_ -Side, and immediately the Serpent a 
to hiſs. And pray now what a dreadful 1 4 
did that firſt- born Serpent Cain give, when 
his Brother Abel gave Evidence that he w 
a Member of the Seed of the Woman, by 
offering a more acceptable Sacrifice than his 
deiſtical unbelieving Brother? I do not find 
any Enmity appeared between Cain and 
Abel, before Abel ſhow'd his religious Sen- 
timents, by offering a bloody Sacrifice; and 
this we find was a Crime ſufficient, for righ- 
teous Abel to bleed by an only Brother's 
Hand; inſomuch, that God was obliged to 
give Eve another Seed, inſtead of Abel whom 
Cain flew; But did the Enmity- ſtop here 
with the Death of righteous Abel? No; it 
raged as intenſely as ever through all thean- 
yorklorian World: And when Noah com- 

menced 


2 2 
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im- menced a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and 
But, began to prepare an Ark to ſave his Houſe 
Neer - from the approaching Deluge, I do not find 
Ser. that any Body paid the leaſt Regard to the 
roof old Man's preaching; but rather ſeemed to 
take deride and perſecute him as one that was 


3 enthuſiaſtically mad; for they: were in the 


atu- 

{hall Height of all their Jollity, cating and drink - 
mit) WH ing, marrying, and giving in marriage, till 
ce of the Flood came and ſwept them all away; 
this and then I ſuppoſe they began to cry out, 
clent Who could have thought that this old Fel- 
t but low ſpoke Truth? But one would think 
ord's now the Serpent's Race were all drowned in 
gins the Flood; but if we think ſo, we ſhall pre- 
Hiss ſently find our Miſtake; for in one of Noab's 
vhen three Sons the Serpent ſoon began to erect 
-was WS his ſcaly Head, inſomuch, that his own 
by Father dend 6 Curſed be Canaan, a Ser- 
1 his vant of Servants ſhall he be to his Brethren.“ 


pant, but what the Seed of the Woman had 


Sen- always Courage enough to make a Stand for 
and God; accordingly we find a righteous Lot 
1gh- vexed from Day to Day, with the filthy 
her“ Converſation of the wicked Inhabitants» of 
d to Sodom; and when he turned Preacher for 
hom God, even his Sons-in-Law thought he was 
here little better than mad; for he ſeemed to 

pz it them as one that mocked, to talk of God's 
an- WF deſtroying thoſe wealthy Cities: And, ſay the 
om- Teſt of the San Race, **ThisF ellow cameto 


But as the Serpent's Race was never ſo'ram- 
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. 
Ty wich us Ys, and he will needs be 2 
Judge over us.“ Thus you ſee how Zi 
made a Stand for God, and bore the Ser. 
pent's dreadful Hiſs: And to let us ſee that 


the Seed of the Woman does not run in the 


Blood, you find a faithful Abrabam, the 
Father — a wicked mocking Iſbmael; and 
the Apoſtle Paal ſhows us, — the two 


Seeds I have been ſpeaking of was moſt 


evidently manifeſted in zac: and Iſhmael; 
the ſame was alſo evident in two that were 
nearer a-kin than 7/aac and Iſbmuel; for Ja- 
cob and Eſau lay together ii the ſame Womb, 
and yet were diſtinct Seeds; as it is jaid 
<4: Facob I have loved, but Eau have 1 
hated: And did not the Serpentine Enmity 
ſhow itſelf as ſoon as ever they were grown 
up? The Days of mourning for ny 1 
ther are at Hand, and then wilt + 
Brother Jacob, ſays a reprobate Eſau. But 


did Jacob get out of the Serpent's Hiſs when 


he fled for Safety to his Uncle Laban? 1 


_ trow not; for ſee now that wicked Wretch 
changing his Wages ten Times in : ſeven 


Years; and at laſt: would certainly have 


ſent him away empty, had not God him- 


ſelf viſibly interpoſed. But no ſooner did 
Eſau hear of his Brother's Return, after 


above one and twenty Years Abſence, but 
immediately the Serpent begun to rouze; 
for he equipt himſelf in a alike Manner, 
and took four hundred Men with him, 
in 


(6) 4 
in order to have deſtroyed Jacob in nad 
ſtant. - But as the great 2 God not only go- 
verns Heaven, but Hell alſo; inſtead of 
laying his Brother, the Enmity for that 
Time was turned to brotherly Kindneſs. But 
= we are told by thoſe who write the Lives of 
W the Patriarchs, that after the Death of their 
Father //aac, the Enmiay broke out again, 
and Eſau came again upon his Brother in an 


᷑bloſtile Manner; and: that: Bas fell b 


Bow of Jacob, who. was forced to ſlay him 
in his own Defence. But when cke Holy 


Seed became a numerous People in the Land 


of Egypt, how then did the Ser tpent begin 
to hiſs? Indeed whilft God's — made 
no Profeſſion of Religion, but ere heed+ 
leſs about the Things of God, the r 
tine Egyptian Race were pretty q tt 
them. But no ſooner did they let the ! EY p- 


tans ſee their religious Principles, by fay< . 


ing, © Let us go ſerve the Lord, but the Ser- 
pent begun to erect his ſcaly Creſt: Who 


, is the Lord, lays that grand Emblem of 


diabolic Pride, the King of Zgypt ?' Te are 
idle: And his . was ſuch, that he 
made their Burthen ten Times more than 
before. Thus you ſee where the Enmity 
levels; let but God's People conceal their 


religious Principles, and they may live pretty 


= {ſccure amongſt the Serpent Race; but as 


ſoon as ever they ſhow themſelves: Deſerters 


from the Devil's Army, and pay Allegiance 


(6) 


to another King, even in the Devil's Teri. 
tories, it is natural to think they muſt ex-. 
pect a weary Life of it; and this was . 
rael's Caſe in that Emblem of helliſh Dark- 
neſs, the Land of Egypt. But when fra 
became a ſeparate People, and ſet a- part for 
God's more immediate Worſhip, one would 
have thought no more of the Serpent's En- 

mity would have been found; but as the 
eternal God never had a Church where the 
Devil had not a Chapel, ſo you find the En- 
mity ſhowed itſelf in various Ways. In the 
Affair of the golden Calf in the Rebellion 
of Korab, and in the Hebrew Spies, who 
brought an evil Report upon the good 
Land. But J7eſhua and Caleb were actuated 
by a different Spirit; for in them we are 
told was another Spirit, even the Holy 
Seed. But, to proceed, who that reads the 
Hiſtory of David and Saul, can help ſeeing 
how conſpicuous the two Seeds appeared 
in them? We find an evil Spirit, which was 
the Serpentine Enmity, tormented Saul; and 
no ſooner did he ſee that the Lord was with 
David, but an Enmity aroſe; inſomuch, 
that he broke through all the Ties of Gra- 
titude, Friendſhip and Affinity. What 
Hazards did not David run to ſerve 
this ungrateful Creature? Nay, what 
Evidence did not David give to prove his 

Innocency? And yet what a Hell does Sau 

— to W his eee on on 
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Teſs David's Head? But was Saul the only 
- Serpent that hiſſed at and ſtung this injured 
Prince? No, ſays he; I became a Stranger 
to my Brethren, an Alien to my Mother's 


Children.“ And ſo hardly was the weeping 


pent's Race, that he was forced to cry. out, 
« Wo is me, my Mother, that thou bareſt 
me; a Man of Strife, and a Man of Con- 


tention to the whole Earth.” Thus you ſee 


how this Enmity raged for ſo many thouſand 
Years, in which time not one of the Souls that 


ever proved themſelves to be of the Wo- 


man's Seed, but what all to a Man felt the 
Serpent's Enmity. And though the Goſpel 
was uſhered in with Peace, good Will to- 


wards Men; yet, ſo far from their being 
any Peace between the two Seeds, that now 


the Enmity begun to burn with double 
Fury: And as War was declared by God in 


the Infant World, ſo now in the End of the 
World, when this ſame God became incar- 
nate; and though with regard to his own 
People he is the Prince of Peace, yet he 
makes a freſh Declaration of War with 


the Serpent Race. Think not, fays he, 
that I came to ſend Peace on Earth, 1 


came not to ſend Peace, but- a Sword 


even to ſet the Father againſt the Son, 
and the Son againſt the Father:“ And, 
lays our Lord; * You ſhall be hated of all 
| Men for my Name's Sake; and ſo far from 

the Doctrine of the Goſpel putting an End 
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to the Enmity. of the Serpent, that our 1. Lord 
makes it a black Mark of a Man's being 
yet in the Arms of Satan, if there appeared 
any compromiſing of Matters with the 
World; for, ſays he; Wo be unto yon 
when all Men ſpeak well of you.“ And noy 
will any one dare to ſay he is a Chriſtian, 
and has not been perſecuted for Chriſt, ei- 
ther in his Name, Body, or Eſtate? Why, 
my Friends; an unperſecuted Chriſtian is 4 
Phenomenon in Nature; for let but. two of 
the Serpent's Race be ever ſo much at Va. 
riance, and I: will, tell you how to make 
them Friends again. Let a poor Chil: 
tian come and declare what God has done 
for his Soul, and my Life for it they will 
immediately agree to perſecute that Man 
with all their Violence, if not with their 
Hands, yet with their Tongues. Have yo 
forgot when our Lord was arraigned before 
a Roman Pilates Bar, and was ſent by him 
to Herod the King? lt is very remarkable, 
| that thoſe two great Men had been a long 
Time at Variance ; but from that Day in 
which they perſecuted the Son of God, we 
are told they were made Friends. Did you 
never ſee a Bull ſet into the midſt of a Par- 
cel of fighting, ſnarling Bull-Dogs, which 
(before the Bull appeared) were ready to 
tear one another to Pieces; but as ſoon as 
they ſaw the Bull, by the meer Impulſe of 
natural aan all agreed to ſet 1 178 
orne 
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= Creature? And juſt ſo it is with the 
| Serpent Race; they as naturally fall upon 


the Seed of the Woman as a Dog does upon 


a Bull; or, as a Wolf does upon a Lamb: 

Nay, ſays our Lord; I ſend you as Sheep 
into the midſt of Wolves and do you think 
a Wolf will give any Quarter to a Sheep? 
No, it is contrary to Nature; and the Apo- 
ſtle Paul found it ſo; when he ſays, after 
the Manner of Men I have fought with 
Beaſts at Epheſus. But, methinks, by this 
Time I hear ſome ſay, this Enmity that you 


have been talking of, was only peculiar to 


the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when the 
greateſt Part of the World were buried in 
Idolatry : But now the greateſt Part of the 
World are Chriſtians, there is no ſuch Thing 
as Enmity between Chriſtians.—Well, it 
you can upon Scripture Principles prove this 
Aſſertion, I ſhall be as glad of it, as Moſes 
was when told of ſome that prophecy'd in 
the Camp. But if you prove that all are 
Chriſtians who are called fo, I am ſure Jeſus 
Chriſt was exceedingly miſtaken ; when he 
lays, © You ſhall be hated of all Men for 


my Name's Sake ;” when the greateſt Part of 


thoſe who are called Chriſtians are no more 
hated for his Name, than they are for the 
Name of the Emperor of China, of whoſe 


Name (perhaps) they never heard : But if 


there are any here To-night that have really 
known vs Name; which, as Solomon ſays, 
| 13 
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is as Ointment poured out; I Will appel 
to you, whether you have not experienced 
this Serpentine Enmity ; for when firſt the 
your loſt Eſtate by Nature; inſomuch, that 
to be ſaved? Did not even this firſt Strug 


Race? For did not all your unconverted 
that mad Way? But when you were brought 


that you had experienced this in your own 


Sciences; yet ſuch a Confeſſion as this will 
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Spirit of God arreſted you, and let you ſe 
you were forced to cry out what mult we do 
gle of the new Creature alarm the Serpent's 


Friends and Acquaintance think you were 
going mad? And did they not either by 
air or foul Means begin to beat you out of 


into the World of new Creatures, and could 
experimentally ſay that the Son of Man had 
yet Power on Earth to forgive Sins; and 


Heart, by being delivered from the Burthen 
of an accuſing Conſcience, and the Terrors 
1 = FS ba } 
of a broken Law; why, ſuch a Confeſſion 
as this was enough to rouſe the Hiſſes of 2 
thouſand Serpents Tongues, enough to 
make them © rave, bounce, ſwear, and 
ſeem to be, ten thouſand Devils ia Epitome.” 
How many for witneſfling this good Con- 
feſſion in all Ages have been perſecuted, 
even by their neareſt Friends and Relations! 
And though a Man be ever fo expert m ſe⸗ 
cular Matters, and ingenious in Arts and 


expoſe him to the utmoſt Contempt and Ri- 
cule. Nay, if you are but in doubt of any 
3 one 


0 69 ) 
one Scripture Doctrine, you need to bring, 


ped! it to no other Touchſtone to prove the | 
need Truth of it by, than the Heart of an unre- 
t the generate Man; as J once heard that Dr. Brad- 
1e 7 was preaching on the Godhead of Chriſt, 


and ſeveral Perſons. begun to hiſs: Ay, ſays 
| the old Man, it is no wonder the Serpent 


rug. ſhould hiſs at the Divinity. of him that has. 
ent; ſo miſcrably bruiſed his Head: and the Ob- 
ted ſervation will hold good with regard to all, 
were other Doctrines of Scripture. You may be 
r by bre if che Serpent begins to ſpurn and hiſs 
t of at them, it is a ſelf-evident Proof that they 
ught are from God; if they were not, Satan 


would approve and applaud them; for he 
is never divided againſt himſelf. And now, 
my Friends, what do you think of the Ser- 
pent's Race? Have I given you Marks 


then Wl enough whereby you may know whole Image 
rrors and Superſcription you bear? You find this 
mon ect of the Seed of the Woman muſt be 
of 2 every where ſpoken againſt ; and if there be 
1 to any here who have not been ſpoken againſt _ 
and Wy for the Sake of Feſus Chrift and his Righ- 
me.” teouſneſs, I am afraid you have got the 
on- black Mark upon you: But perhaps there 
ited, are others here to-night who are ſenſible of , 
ons? of the Plague of their own Hearts, and are 

n fe- Wh ready to ſay, you have but treated your Sub- 
and ect ſuperficially ; had we no other Serpents. 
will o fight with but thoſe from without, Wwe 
Ri- could hems. withſtand them all: But, alas! 
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our Name is Legion, we have more Kr. 
nts within than ever filled the Gorpoy' 


Shield. Well, my Friends, by what I felt 


I know, to ſuccour thoſe that labour under 


Woe: And if you can excuſe me for thi 


Time, in another Oration I may, perhaps, 


come to cloſer Quarters, and deſcribe hoy 


it is that this Enmity I have been ſpeaking 


of, is not only rampant in the Serpent, 


Seed, but ſhows itſelf in various Shapes, 
even in the Hearts of all God's People, 
which makes the Chriſtian's Life to be one 
continued Warfare, inſomuch, that we ſhall 
find continual Need for the whole Armour 
of God, in order to ſtand againſt the Fury 


not only of the Serpents in the Wilderneſs 


of this World, but in the Wilderneſs of that 
natural Part, (that is, the Wilderneſs of our 
own Hearts) which is not ſubject to the Lay 
of God, neither indeed can doe. 


Wm» 
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ORATION: vi. 


0s Cen. 34 Chap! 7450 Pino F 
Aiumity between thee and the NM. 1 and 
between by 1256 and ber _ | 


N a former Oration on this ; Subject, 
though I then ſo much intruded on your 
= Time; yet ſo far was I from exhauſting my 
& Subject, that I am very ſenſible ſome of this 
| auditory very juſtly thought I only glided 
over the Surface of it; and inſtead of _ 
ing through the Joints: c of the Harneſs, and 
ſhewing each Child of God his twofold” 
Compoſition, viz. that in every Heart that 
is born of God, and brought into the 
World of new Creatures, both thoſe two: 
Seeds ſenſibly exiſted; but, inſtead of that., 
| drew my Bow at a venture, and only aimed 
at the external Enmity which viſibly appears 
in the World between God's People and the 
People of the World. - But ſince you, my 
candid Hearers, have permitted me to 
reſume the Subject, I will, (as before I 
promiſed) endeavour to come to cloſer Quar- 


ters; and by the Help of the Sword, of the 


Spirit, the Word of God, try to divide the 
very 


/ 


(1 72) 
very Joints and 8 | Now I will take 
it for granted that 1 ſufficiently proved from 
Scripture, and the Experience of P. Ages, 
that thoſe two Seeds have exiſte in the 
World ever fince the Days of Ada, a nd 

will exiſt till Time ſhall be no more. But Was. 
this all? I believe the Seed of the Woman 
(in which I include not only CHeiſt, but all the, 
Members of his myſtical Body) would this ik 
their Warfare very eaſy indeed; eſpecial 
in this Land of Liberty, where the Serpent's, 
Head is ſo bruiſed, that the Laws of, the 
Nation reſtrains it from biting and bruiſing 
God's People by outward Perſecution, as it 

in former Times has done; for (thank God) 
we can each fit under his own Vine, and un- 
der his own Fig tree; and none dare make. WW pl 
3 reach: only a hiſs now and then we.mult, Wl - 
But, my Friends, you know that all 9 
of us are liſted to be Soldiers, and have got 6 
our Names enrolled in the -Pariſh Books; 1 : 
and did we not then promiſe to fight be. 
neath the Crimſon: Flag when called to the 
F eld of Battle? Tes; methinks 1 hear. 
one ſay, I have been inliſted in Ba ok 1 
2 will fight for my Religion till 1 die? 
Well, I am glad to hear People dare be bold 
for their Religion; but if thou hadſt no 
other inliſting than thou hadſt in thy öut- 
ward Baptiſm, I am afraid thou wilt haſely, 
deſert thy Colours in the Day of Battle; fe | 
let you, there's a great Difference 


between 


2 


2 


- 


between a 1 aunck Scldiet biker one wap thoſe 
in the Train Bands, and a real diſciplined 
Soldier in a marching Regiment; the one 
only appears on muſter Days, and that with- 
out either much Order or Diſcipline; but 


| the other is obliged to ſtand all Weachers; 


and to go on e g- ut he is ſent; 
and to face every oppoſing Enemy: He is 
| always accouter'd, always ready to obey 
Command. And juſt ſach is the Difference 
between a nominal and real Soldier of Jeſus 
Cbriſt; between one that calls himſelf, and 
one that is called of God to be à Soldier of 
Cbriſt. You may ſee each nominal Soldier 
on Chriſts Muſter-days, (which are Sundays,) 
appear in his Regimentals, armed with a Prayer 
Book and Bible, ſtuck out perhaps in the 

front Rank. For Inſtance; there's od Father 
S 21145, every Sunday in the front Gallery at 

Cripplegate: Church, with his full- bottomed 

| Feruke,. and large Prayer Book as finely. 

gilt as the Shield of Hobilles; and with a 


Voice like Srentor at St. Paul's, bawling out | 


aloud, Amen but as ſoon as ever he 
: — you may hear him alarm the whole 
| ing g a NEG, bam 
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en nt-Garden'" 1 Ching 


ar the” Week ong ſhe's ll y employel in 


armin Soldiers 10 fight alte Wars of J, 
But to come cloſe to the Poiiit, ad 
Jeaving thoſe Multitudes of *triock Wil 
that might be mentioried;//\who' Have on 
taken hold of the Skirt of Few,” and deſſtel 
to be called by his Name to take away thei 


Reproach, "heb view each Soldier thit9s 
75 Cbriſt inliſts by his Spirit; lie is à 80 


der indeed; and from the Day he receive 


his inliſting Moneyz eyen the Forgiveneſs if 
all his Sins by the Sp irit of God, Witneſſinz 
with his S uf bel born of Gbd: From | 
that Day 4 


e puts on his fpiritial- Armouß 
and never puts it off again till the Da) 
his Death. If you aſk nie what Sort of Af. 
le Apoſtle Paid Mall ane 


for me; © His Loins are girt about with 


Truth, and he has on the Breaſt-plate' I 
Righteounſeſs;” his Feet are ſhod with the 
Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, th 


Shield of Faith, the Helmet of "Salvation, 
and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God;“ this is 5 Armour with 
which every Soldier of Teſus Ch#ift is to be 

accoutred. And do you think all this] her 


var of God. for no. Purpoſe d i 
gr want of pf 0 ? God-fo bid: 2 2 
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urch viſible in the Mor rd. Ino 2 now o me to treat of 
ben theſe two Seeds that are at implacable En- 
+: mity in every individual Child Fa od the, 
77 Scripture deſer ibes them by different N 
"and ce the Seed „ 1 
pa | f Nap) ' Serpent; N 128 

nd mph the, old 


we Neal ity 25 
the Life, of à chri 
judge whether he has no 
all his Armour. . 0 ope t | 
leaſt: in this mixt Aſſembly WII underf 
what I mean, bh EX the Beliey 4 
Warfare. N Wa ad Spirit of G 
begins to plough A the fallow Ground, of of a 
Singer's Hearts: 15 uſual Micth Lis to. þ 
gin as A Spirit of onda | 

ſets the Law before, a lan, lets himm ſee. 
wherein he has offended; : and-as all M 
will except 19995, biene conflitutional.. 
sin, for we one A ar Sin, 
1 e not 7 me Sin Which m oft, ea: : 
ſly beſets us; even you Ry are only - 
uainted with the Langu age of Ade know . 4 
this to 108 0 Sorrow; and after all your fair 
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he did the Collector-Geperal of the Publi. 
cans, I mean Zecheus. Now Exaction and 
preſnen was his x redominant Sin . he had | 
been a" covetons' griping Creature ;/ and-no 
ſooner” did the 85 pitit 1 Wi, it the 
Gvilt/of this'S in flew ini 1 
b ed he begun to diff 11655 
18 by 125 ying out, 85 d he al 
of my Goods I 1 give to the P OoT 3 3 and* 1 
have rn any Wrong to any \ | 
reſt6f be him four fold.“ APA Beta : 
r{ Ras gone Vith Men, he makes t] 1 
out wich the trembling Gagler, Tha 
we do to be ſaved'! 705 Ir; may be, 2 AM 
continue a long while ue the Tere 
God for a broken Law,; ;Or. it may be 
ſObß as ever the Sinner ae bro 5 95 ae 
. e againſt him el, the Spirit ſets 5 
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at Liberty ; far Gol & "a Sovercian, hd, fl | 
ii Wind of bis Sp girit bl | When 21 | 
where it lifteth; yet nt Convi ion Pa: s 
before” Converſion, and the 1 50 8 tt 
at Liberty till he has pointed out Ge to, v 
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4 Soul; and, by a Text of 8 Apr, 
Op. aten the 550% to that Soul, as. the. 
bak of Gilead, and the Phy en ah | Fr 
for if Cnvidtions do not 4 in 4 T Ha cof 
Scripture, and Deliverance, likewiſe, in 4 
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WR Text of Scriprure, we oe, R caſon'tot ink; Wl 7: 
i both our Terrors and. our Ci orts.may be. BY :: 
14 * by __ 7 
| 1 purious: e Hole E th 

| nur upon. | his Wor ne! be k) 18, "WA | NV 
| X SC 
"HP m 
Wi 4 : | 
: 


45,4 1 wo! 7 98 51100 31 on DPS 3 
12 it be woubds, 
Offices in E's 1 4 Man then is 18 0 79 5 
a Bird e 125 of the Snare of. tf 
Fowler: He that Was a little before in Da WP 
nefs, and in the Shadow of Death, 1 
brought into the glorious Liberty ol the 
Children of God. And do you 1 when, 
ſuch an, Operat tion As chis has 5 | 
Man, that 'our Lord hall not 
to call it being born 1 75 05 ie 
Things become 80 5 a new Sett of Hopes, 
a new 7 Set. of Fears, a new Sett of Friends, 
a new Set of Enemies; and, indeed, x Man. 5 
is juſt like anew liſted Soldier: :N Nothing 3 
ro be heard or. r ſeen but Mit (hi and 15 16, | 


„„ 
: anc act — — 


yers, 
| wn tis 5 0 8 48. 


Wesen eg Ae this is the Day 
God's People are made willing ib, 80 1 


of! Day of his great Power; this 18 15 8 25 fy 0 
1:4: WH firſt Love, when the new born Soul, Us | 


| arns, mounts Upon his 50 ed Jum 16S. 
and never "thinks if be ſoar too 41 e 
the Sun Will melt His ings ; : Bot ne 
Marriage Tranſports ſeldom” continue for 
| many Days; though we are ready my to 
| ay, 
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my Luſts, But there is a  Reaſoh y ch 
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fay, our 7 Hill is 46 ftrotig we {Hall never b 
133 and the Serpent Sted, (it may de 
is fo ſtill within us, that we think we neh 


Erought down from the Mount; we may be 


c dated te Joſeph's Brethren, 80 et 


buy Corn in pt; but when they came tb 
the Inn; they found all their Money reſtore 
in their Saks: So the poor Believer; when 
1205 firſt beds abroad his Lobe in His 
Heart; he really gives up all for CB; th 
Luft of the Fleſh, the Taft of the Eye, all 
the Pride of Life, which art the Serpents 
Brood ; and thinks in theſe Days of Glad 
refs he ſhall never 6d them in him an 
more. But, alas! When he comes tc dle 
Inn, 1. e. to be converſant in the” Worll 
again, he finds all his Money returned it 
his Sack's Mouth; he finds thoſe: Vipen 
which he thought wefe all dead, begin to 
Fevive again-; this made the Apoſtſe ty 
out, who ſhall deliver me from the Bod) 0 
this Death; it was ſo terrible to him, that 
he deſeribes it by a Metaphor : borrowet 
from a Roman Cuſtom of binding a living 
Man to a dead Carcaſs, which is Of All 
others the moſt nauſeous Death. This made 
good Dr. Goodwin glad, when he was 150 
he ſhould die; then, ſays he, I all be 0 
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br if all our Time was a * ime of Peace, we 
| ſhould. geyer hog: the Uſe of our by ſpiritual 

ly put to 
it, an 1 we. can ſcarcely Fang. it out in 
| the, evil Pay z. * r what with Temptations 
| from a corrupt. Heart within, and Trials 
from the World without, we may be like 


to give up all for loſt, the Dep, though 
N anointed, King; 5 Whe 


Ule, ſa 8. yy na lone Day 
Jand 0 "Saul; 5 perhaps 


periſh by the! 


poor Weather beaten Soldier of Jeſus Crip 


mey often fay'z O O. this deceitful. Heart, of 
mine, L am, ten Times worſe than I was be- 
fore 1 knew, the Lord, by 1 have no Might to 
withitand this great Mulrizude ; and it may 
be Satan at the Tame Time, may. be permit- 
ted to injest his fiery. Darts, blaſphemous 
Thoughts, horrible to think on. But when 
the Soul begins to beſtir itſelf, and is ena- 


bled to draw, out the RFI of the 0 


which ſets home 4 Text of Scripture wi 


? $4.1 


| Power to his Heat, an by bl 5 S of 


Faith repels theſe e ery, Darts, he is then 
enabled to hold out. Ja 0 J 


War you may, ſee at large this Combat be- 
| tween the two Seeds, under the Characters 


7 of Mano Han, and Diabolonians,. deſcribed * 


q | a moſt experimental and, maſter | 
But whoever conſiders” the. Lite. 1 2 2 


ſtian, he will ſee the N eceſſity for theſe 1015 


Seeds for when, the. natural Vac! te 
| + Py Poſſeſſion 


* Death, came 


Bunyan” 8 holy 
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Poſſeſſion of Cangan, the Cannanites Were 
e:ovt only by litrie dd Hetle; and why? 
dg prove the, Lack fo-in; dhe tpiritial 
a ene. If cheſe Vipers, che Last of dhe 
| „che Luſpof the Eye, aud the Pride 
5 f Life were quite taken away in Convert. 
ion, there would be no Need at afl fer ſpi. 
rituah Armour, We ſhould. then never hear 
Up People cry out of their Carnality; 
oi and that there was a Law in cheir Members 
Warri ng againſt-the Law of their Mind, and 
bringing them into Subſection to the Law 
of Sin and Death. Indeed, my Friends, 
whether you know it or not che ſe two Seed 
in the. 92 1 are New! Woes Ib Je 4 


* 


C7 


T7 


I 1 hed birt rin "os Sparks ck e 
Temptation could never ſet us on a Blaze. 
But what ſhall; I ſay to you my Friends, 
Who are yet employed in the Brick Kilns of 
Egypt, and have never yet been led through 
the red Sea of the-Redeemer's Blood? What 
'Þ have been faing muſt. 7 Dy 
; 10 17 Ears; 


Poiſon in th T | 
Proteus aſſume a thouſand Shapes, and ſonie- 


now, by this Time 1 
Experience ſay, I have, though with 82 


mity in the believing Soul. But! 
believing Chriſtian's Comfort amidſt all 2 | 
flery Serpents; in this waſte howling Wil- 
derneſs he has got A brazen Serpent to 00 


wall end this good Fight of Fab 


10 
— 3 575 
9 


— 2 1 
- <A # 1 1 F 


your Box of 


O there are more ſpiritual Serpents in the 
World then there are natural ones in gibs 
burning Sands; and many there are with ſuch 
beautiful Scales, that one would hardly 
think ſuch Beauty, ſuch Innocence, had any 
n at all. The Devil can 22 


times the Form of an Angel of Light; ard, 
if it were poſſible, would deceive the very 
Elect. And ſometime the holy Seed in the 


Believer's Heart is but like a Grain of Mu- 


ſtard < 


ed; nay, like a Spark of Fire in che 


. midſt of the Ocean; and ſo overwhelined 


with boiſterous Waves, that it is juſt ex- 
tinct, the bruiſed Reed almoſt quite broke, 
and the ſmoaking Flax juſt quenched.” Well, 
-fome' can from 


Incoherency, given ſome” Deſcription? 1 
theſe two Seeds, which are alwi * at E 
is th 


to as often as he is bit, which will expel 
Poiſon; and when the dark Night of Death 
„ he 


. 
I g 
+* \ 


He 1 1 V Þ Ts 8 4 out he in ip6a6 För 
F mality, and tell vo to keep 
Ointment, or ſell it, and give it to the Poor, 5 


and not waſte it on the Redeemer's Head. 
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by rightly underftanding what they mean 
among Men, we are led to ſee what we are 


1 
9 
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o prove that God is juſt, at ihe ſame ine 


when bis Mercy is ſhown in pardoning Sin. 


HERE is, perhaps, no Subject that 


the Cauſe of greater Strife in the Chriſtian 
World than the various Methods which bas 


been invented to reconcile theſe two jarring 


Attributes of the great God, viz. Juſtice 
and Mercy; and as I doubt not but great 


and good Men have effentially differed upon 


this Subject, I would hope at leaſt what I 
have to offer in Vindication of my own 
Principles, which though founded upon that 


Z ungenteel and unfaſhionable Book the Bible, 


will give no Offence, neither to the Few, nor 
to the Gentile, nor to the Church of God 
which may be in this mixt Aſſembly, Now 
as there is no Method for Man's Inſtruction 


but what he receives through the Medium 
great God has condeſcended to 


of Senſe; the x 
convey ſpiritual Knowledge by ſenſible Ob- 


jects; and by Man's rightly comprehending 


the true Acceptation of theſe ſenſible Ob 
jects, he is led to the Knowledge of divine 
and ſpiritual Things. For Inſtance; theſe 
two Attributes of God, Juſtice and Mercy, 
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to think of them as applicable to.God ; Dl 0 

We find with regard to human government 
it would be in vain for States and Kingdoms 
to'ena& Laws, unlels to give a Samtion.t 
them Certain Fines, Puniſhments, or Death 
itſelf were annexed to be inflicted, upon, the 
violators of theſe Laws; "8 and hence it is that 


Malefactors are ſaid to ſuffes by the Hand ef 

Julſtice, or that Juſtice may be, ſatisfiec i 

order to 15 55 ˖ Her? 1W W 1 e 

D 29 8 7 chi 
b! e 

oy 


LANs 5 9 
made in ihe cnatting Ira 1 9 — is-pla 
Becaul ſe oft, times you hall fing ſeveral. Ber- 
ons condemned k de and: the ſame Crime, 
a5 in In oy late, R llion,;. and by a: Power 
igveſted in the __ he might either: parden 
WE and accordingly. he did be” 
VL 
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S ſome and execute others. T Ng . 
pardoned; were obliged to own hug us | 


| Grace and Mercy ſaved, ters without. the 
| leaſt Merit in them ; and thoſe; Who were 
executed could not but fay. they, died by t | 
Hands of Juſtice; ſo that no one — 
chat Juſtice was not farified, as well as Mere 
ſown even to thoſe who were ſaved, hecau 
the Law itſelf in its fundamental Institution 
allowed the King this Privilege without ber 
ing violated. But now let us enquire into 
the Nature of the divine Laws, and ſee 15 
theſe two jarring Attributes are made to hart 
monize in the divine Oeconomy of pardony 
ing Sin; for whether we are under ; a Written 
| Law, as delivered by God to his Servant 
Moſes, or with'thoſe who deny divine Reye+ 
lation; we ſet up fo for Meſes's to ourlelves, 
and follow the dim Light of, benighted 
Reaſon; yet each ioc et is conſcious 
that he is a reſponſible Creature. But 
thoſe wo deny divine Revelation, have 
invented a Method to reconcile. Juſtice and 
Mercy in the divine Being, contrary to 
all Reaſon and common Senſe; nay, con- 
trary to the Method of any Country, or 
Nation in the World, with Regard to the 
Maxims of human Government, VIZ. by 
ſuppoſing that God puts their good Deeds i in 
| one Scale, and their bad ones in the War 
Scale, and rewards or puniſhes according 
wil is mo e "Dur as. this 1 Xp 
Method 


686) 


Method that can never be fe celle to 
common Senſe,” or the Cuſtom of any Na 
tion under Heaven, who always puniſh Men 
for preſent Crimes, without any Regard to 
their paſt or future good Conduct. I ſhall 
wave this, and leave the Deiſt to his Own - 
enthuſiaſtick” Notions; to try himſelf before 
that Tribunal, hich will never be! erected 
any where elſe but in his own Brain: And 
let us now come to the Touchſtene of Truth, 
even divine Revelation, - and: ſte if we can 
aſcertain the Method which God himſelf has 
appointed to reconcile theſe two jarring At. 
tributes, vis/\Juftice and Mercy; tor-to 
ſuppoſe a God all made up of Mercy would 
be to ſuppoſe (What Dr. Dung calls) a GO 
unjuſt; and to ſuppoſe a God of extrem 
Juſtice, would be to ſuppoſe he muſt una 
voidably condemn e human reatum 
For as the Pſalmiſt ſays, „Wer t thou: to 
be lextreme, to mark what 15 done amiſs, 
— it? but there is Merey with 
ee, that thou may'ſt be feared. Andes 
3 regard to human Laws, a Right is in- 
Tufted ein the gy Tr mp the 


——— 4 Lawgiviry he ese 1 
Rig ht of parddning without the Vic ja ion 
his Juſtice; for he - ſays, as mar 5. 8 J 
ſerve I pardon ; and the very iects of this: 
Pardon being mentioned, n thas-Gol 
reſerved to Rn of the Right of p rs 
. 5 them: 


(8p) | 
them: And he prefaces the moral Law wit 


Lord, the Lord God, merciful” and gra- 


neſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for thous: 
| ſands; forgi ing Iniquity, Tranſgreff on and 
| Sin,”—** And that will by no Means clear 


thers upon che Children; and upon the Chil - 
| drens Children to the third and fourth Ge-. 
veration.“ Now is not this à ſtrange Pro- 
clamation? Here is Mercy to be extended 
to thouſands, and Juſtice to be executed on 
others, even to the utmoſt Rigour and ex. 

tent. And here you ſee thoſe chat were to 
be the Subjects of this overflowing Ocean of: 
Mercy, are no better in themſelves than the 


| nay, three Times worſe; for thoſe that were 
by no Means to be cleared, are only charged 
with Iniquity ; and thoſe for whom Mercy 
is reſerved; are to be forgiven," both Ini 
quity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, which takes 
in all Sorts of Wickedneſs. And would not 


How unſearchable ate thy Judgments, and 


8 himfelf had cut this Gordian Knot, 


old, ready to cry 


out, Are not the Ways of 
the Lord une 


Pleaſed 


this ſtrange Proclamation of himſelf: „ The 
cious, long ſuffering; and abundant in God- 


the guilty viſiting che Iniquity of the Fa! 


Subjects of vindictive Juſtice: Better, ſaĩd i; 


this make one cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
thy Ways paſt finding out? And unleſs God 
|ve not haye been like the Houſe of Jae ob 


PH 2 And for this, and this 
ww wy the: great and eternal God been 
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pleaſed to make;a Revelationza the Wal 
vi. o 3 the Harmony of his jarzing 
Attributes, and to ſhow the - World: hy 
Terms of Mercy; though ar.che ſame Ting 
the moſt ſtrict . Juſtice is executeii, 
Scripture ſays, that God m | 

| himlelf, and yet juſtify the 2 
- that grand Myſtery. ef Godlineſs: whi 
been hid from Ages and Generations 
tough in that firſt Diſplay that God Pos 
of his . Reconciliation: to a ruined World, 
there appeared the compleateſt Hariniony 


both ot 27 d Mercy, as conveyed in 
theſe, Words; the Seed of 1 
| ſhall. bruiſe the 


ado — — Th the Day 
could ever diſcover. this, — — Reaſon 
or the Nature an- Fitneſs of Things, . 
have always p 
all made up — Nercy, 10 che utter De ruc⸗ 
tion of his Juſtice; and thoug * 
God has never varied from-his © origin 
in pardoning a guilty World by — 
Harmony ot Juſtice and Mercy," yet whool 
all che guilty Race of Adam ever Tau tlie 
— out of E 0 


A comp 
OE ni and cally $ one Freed and that 
without Blood there was no W of 
in; 


5 


; > 23 y | 
din; does not this point at the Juſtice of 


God; and that God would accept of 3 Hubs: 


Airited Victim r Stead? Was it 
not a ſufficient Diſplay of Mercy? But weite 
| we'to ſtop here, and look no farther tham the” 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats, we might haut 
ſtrange Conceptions of the Juſtice of God. 


But ſure we cannot but think the great Gad 


was jealous to ſecure the Honour pe dis Jus | 


ice, when we ſee through all cheſe Types 
| and Shadows to the real Subſtancey evento 


2 God in C purchafing the Church with 


bis Blood, hee! no other Ranſom could be 


taken but the precious Blood of a bleeding 


| God ; as we find by that Commiſfion given 


to-vindidtive! Juſtice; when it is ſaid by the 
great Feboveh, & Awake, O Sword, 


my Shepherd; and ſmite the Man that innig 


: | Felow. And however little we 


of preſerving the Honour of Gocks Juſtice 


in pardoning Sin, yet it made even on 


| teace: himeſt 20) tremble, when: the Lord 


laid on him'the Iniquities of us alli Nay, it 
brought; rhe "Livre of Glory to the fileat 


Grave; and even E&xacted the utmoſt Der 


mands of vindictide Juſtice before the ſealed 
Tomb would open its ponderous and Mar- 
ble Jaws to ſet che Royal Priſoner free. Had 
wenn ene himſe lf fo gre! 
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Drops of Blood in Geth/emant's arden, nd 
8 before a 3 mls B 4 f 
after that derided, ſpit upon, A and then hy 
on a Croſs, between two Thieves, 6.16 
eat Nails drove through. Bis Hands: apt 
cet: Would you not 18 aſked w y 2 A 
405 Barbarity, on one whom his very Judge 
acquitted; on one who did no n 
hbeither wWas Guile found in his Mouth,? "i 
ou had aſked this, the Anſwer, world have 
en, that Juſtice might be ſarisfied. in 10 
niſhing the Bondſiar: that che Delinquents 
eise go free; it was. that Mercy and Trutt 
might meet together, Righteouſneſs on.God's 
1 and Peace on Man's, might Kiſs 85 
her 15 1 may be aſked, how could this 
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Surely you” Would ay it Was ttt Act of e 
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Ungodly; inſomuch, "Gat a juſt God could 
not but declare, that as for thee, *by the 
Blood of thy Covenant, I Have fent forth 
thy Ptiſoners Gut of the Pit in which thert 
was no Water. And though God is ſaid fiot 
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ing Sins; yet as flowing to us through the 
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But that we are pardoned: at all, is ont A 
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Union — is between Chiiſt and his 
Church; nay alt the endearing Names of 
Father, "By rother;” Hufband, Friend, muſt 
greatly fail to figure out EA Minity,” and 
Confangninity: too, that there is between 
Chrift and his Church: That of his being 
ſtiled the Head, and his People the Men- 
bers; lie the hie, zahd they'the Branches, 


are the moſt fignificant M etaphors that can 
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and his People. When he Was born the 
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Vet as by the Offence of one, maſy on 
made Sinners; ſo by the Obedience of one, 
it was not only juſt, but reaſonable too, 
that many ſhould be made righteous; and 
there is not one Privilege or Bleſſing which 
we forfeited by our Relation to the firſt 
Adam, but is —.— ſecured to us by the 
Obedience and Death of the ſecond Adam, 
If we are enabled to believe in him, did the 
firſt Adam diſhonour the Law of God by 
breaking it ? The ſecond Adam obeyed the 
Law in Man's Stead, and made it honour- 
able. Did Juſtice demand Satisfaction to 
repair its injured Honour? Such an ample 
Satisfaction is made by the eternal Son of 
God becoming a Sacrifice for Sin; when 
the HOW, laid on him the n of us all 
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tion in Righteouſneſs. And that even the od's 
hiſtorical Parts of Scripture, which exhibit bis pr 
to our View a promiſcuous Throng of vir- Perſon 
tuous and vicious Characters, are particu- bold 
larly recorded for our Example, upon whom in his 
the Ends of the World are come. Had the I dom, 
ſacred Oracles of God been only made up only b 
with Precepts, and Inſtructions enforced WM Wer-: 
with che Banctions of Rewards and Puniſb- I nate © 
ments, without exhibiting the Lives and Thar t 
Characters of a Variety of Perſons; ſome verfior 
whoſe glorious Examples ſhould ſhine like only: a 
Apples of Gold ſet in Pictures of Silver, i de W. 
not only for the Admiration, but Imitation People 
of ſucceeding Ages. Others, whole infa⸗ he has 
mous Practices have juſtly rendered them not Know! 
only the Subjects of divine Vengeance, but a IM * othe 
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ally avoid! cht 


ments. Had! ( ſay) hiſtorical Tranfactions 
been excluded from the Oraeles of God, we 
mould have' ft td travel 11 8 

beaten Path and r Want of "Refrg, the 
Footſteps of thoſ&thar Habe gore before us. 
ve ſhould” either ſink down with 
when under the xMiting” Had of 
vith peeviſh June Think we had g 
ſon to be angry even 

himſelf, if his? e did but ſcem to 
croſs Hands with. His Prömiſes. But, be- 
ſides all this; nothing is ſo rat x Proof” of 
God's moral Government of the World, a 
bis providential Dealings with” particular 
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Ferioi; Who can doubt but the great Go 


holds the Reins of untverſal Government® 
in his o.] Hands; when we fee All'the Wif⸗ 
dom, Policy, and Contrivance of Men not 
only bafffed and defeared; but oftentimes c 
over: ruled, as to bring about the. determi- 
nate Council of this 'own eternal Mind? 
That the extraordinary Perſon, whoſe Con- 
verſion is the Subject of this Oration, is 
only a Proof of God's moral Government in 
the Warld; but alſo tflat God has a peculiar” 

People in euery Nation and Language, chat 
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9 8 5 285 the 2 mi 


Man. 
that Part of the ſacred Wee . 


it wich what afterwards happened in de 
Time of Wee, King of Babyln, 
may 5 diſcover the firſt Dawaing of i. 


vine Love towards ſome of the Babylonih | 
Nation began to appear at that Tinte, 
When. Tezetiab was recovered from the 
Plague, of, which he had been ſick unto 
Heath. For, to aſſure Hezekiah of his Re- 


r God cauſed the Shadow of the Sun 

to go backward. ten Degrees on the Dial of 
Abaz ; A Phenomenon ſo ſtrange, that the 
Chaldeans,, who were at that Time the moſt 
famous Aſtronomers in the World, could by 


no Means account for this Retrogration of 


the Sun by any of the then known Maxims 
of. Aſtronomy... But it ſeems, though they 


were at ſo great a Diſtance from Judeab, yet 
they were told that the Wonder was wrought, 
upon the Account of the King of Judab; 
and ſo deſirous were the Princes of Bahn 


after, Aſtronomical Knowledge, that Bere- 


dach Baladan, the Predeceſſor of Nebucbad- 
necgzar Tent. Embaſſadors, and a Preſent to 
the Kos fi Mul. 00 LOR We 


540 * 


Jatrol 


Pleat 
Reco 


OL. 


Trut 
done 
I fay 
God 


| yer 


Emb 


the Wonder: al 10 eee in ache | and; Bur, 
thoigh-Hezekiah, "Ike the reſt of the World, 
when under the afflicting Hand of God, had 


mourned, lamented, 5 chattered like 2 


no ſooner: Was he recovered, but all bis kn 
Speeches? Aric lalr Fes which he ha 
made in his Own Strength, were quite ot 
ten: And tho God. ho put it in the Power 


latrous People „ and ho that has heard the 
Plea that Healkiab makes with God for the 
Recovery bf his\Health, viz. © Remember, 


© Lord, how'l have walked before thee in 


Truth, and wich 4 perfect Heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy Sight,” Who, 


| ay, that hears a weeping King putting 
God in Mind; of his upright Heart, could 


ever have imagined that when the Chaluean 
Embaſſadors came to enquire concerning the 


Wonder that was done in the Land; but 


that Hexe kiab, (who knew they were ldola 
tors, ) ſhould have taken this fair Op 


nity to have preached unto them the Poser 0 


and Wiſdom of the God of ae!, and 
ſhewed them that the Sun which they igno+ 


rantly worſhipped, was but a Creature of an 
inanimate Nature, and intirely under the 


Phznomenon, to aggrandize the Glory of 
Hruel's . but began to entertain thoſe 
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Crane that kis Life might be ſpared ;/ Jets, 


ol Hexekiub co declare his Name to an Ido- 


Direction of the God of Iſrael? - But, ins 
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Sirapgers with a Sight of his Treaſure and 
Riches, and the Slendaur of his Kin, dom, 
to ſpread his Fame at the far c 222 
Court. A dreadful Leſſdn thi $'to1 pull down 
the Self- Righ htegufnels, Ane Selfes ichen 
of Man. Jezekiah' bad 5 leaded } perfect 
Teart before God in ot en Ye had 
rgot᷑ to acknowledge t at he was only per- 
er in the Perfection of God. And no. 
God takes an Opportunity to let him fk 
mighty good Heart he Had When left 
ov himſelf: For, we ale told, that in the 
Buſineſs of the Princes! of. Fan lon, the Lord 
left Hezetiab, that he mi khow all hal 
was in his Heart; and a esd all it was; 
Pride, vain Glory, Self-Sufficiency, and the 
Love of the World, which is Idolatry in the 
"ich God. And let me Re. by the 
who ever yo are Who belong to God, 

and are not ſufficiently acquainted with your 
own Hearts, and their es ful Deceitfulhels; 
ſhalt as ſure” be permitted to fall into 
ſome terrible God-diſhonouring Sin as e 
HFexeliab was: But what for 7 5 not that. Cod 
may eternally puniſh you for it. No but 

_ thar you may 15 all chat is in your. Hearts, 
And Rover trat them any more; ſo that your 
Names may be cancelled out of the Liſt 0 
Solomon's Fools... But, no ſooner” 92 the 
Caliban Embaſſadors returned, t than the 
Propher Iſaiah” is ſent to earl, to let 
Him ke. what” an dat Parr; he | had 


* "4 


w Cub 


(aer) 
afted 3 and to acquainchim, that chout oh ha 


had neglected Yeclari the Glory. of God to 
thoſe Seranitery, - never 8, a8 God had a 
Work to be done at Babylon, Tays the Pro- 
phet; „thy Chifdten fhall be carried to Ba- 
hylon, and they ſhall be Eunuchs! in the Pa- 
hace of the King of Babylon.” What for? 
Why, that they ould Have the Honour to 
be Tnftrarnerits in tlie Hand of God, to 
bring any; and even the King himſelf to 
the Knowledge of God. And accordingly 
ou find, 93 Jerilſalem was taken by the 
King of Bubhlon in the Days of Zadelis | 
that the King Was taken n in the Plains o 
Ferecho, and his Children Cain, before their 
| by Th ommand of Nebu- 


take of the King's 85 
in order to educate them 
but Uttie cid he think he was o 
what God had decreed';, 815 that Daz 

od royal of Judah, thou 


who was of the'Bl 
afterwards be the Inſtrument 1 in the Hand, 
600, fe to bring the King himſelf te worlhip 
that God, e City and Temple had 4 
few Yeats before deſtroyed. It Was ahout 
four Years after this. great Monarch Rad de- 
ſtroyed Jerufalem 

tive Jews in the Reer Provinces of Baty- 
lon, when the great God firſt begun, to work 
upon his ſtubborn Heart. Now it is very 
remarkable that Kingdoms and Nations 
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nearly 8 the human Species the 
have their Infanch, they. Have their bath 
and they have their old A e; and A Won 
ever che have reached e of their 
Grandeur, they gradually 

riſe any more: And] it is further, remark; 
able, that in every Age gf the Worly, they 
was ſome particular; Nation that either 
graſped at or Was Aida Eid of 
univerſal Empire; and one Nation has com. 
monly roſe out of the Ruins of another, Be: 
fore the Babylonian Empire arrived to the 
Summit of its Grandeur, be had 
been khe all cbpqhering Monarch, And was 
by, Way of Eminence + Thikd. the, tes 
Kings che King of Aria. But, now the 
Scene Was changed, and the Reins of uni: 
verfal Empire were held by the Hand of the 
proud vain-glorious Be Monarch, 


whole unruly Will was his Law, upon Whole 


Smiles or Frowns the Lives of "all | bis Sub; 
Teas depended. But we find amidſt all ki I! 
ride and Sr plendor, which too often robs 


Men of Thought and Reflection, the Ini, 


rtinence of thinking would intrude upon 
pen retired Moments; and as he had n 


arrived at the utmoſt Height of 


tion; for as T/ajab calls him a ravenous 
Bird, he had flown from Nation to Nation, 


and glutted his voracious Maw with the 


Blood of Kings, apd enriched his Treaſury 
with the coſtly Spoils of FIDE Se 
| or 


x * 
4 i : 5 3 


decline and Fg 
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of ſhc 
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was not a Nation in all the wide 
en Bounds of Aha, but what he had: 
either conquered, ' or was in Alliance with. 
As for the Medes, he had let them alone, 
becauſe Aſtyges was his F ather-in-Law z and 
as to the Perfrans, he had not interrupted” 
them, becauſe Cambyſes was his'Brother-in- 
Law: But amidſt all this Blaze of Proſpe- 
rity and Suctefs; though his fawning, Sub. 
jects had addreſſed him with. this fatrering, 
Compliment, © King, live. for ever; yet 
their was a buſy ſomething within that would 
read him 4 Lecture of Mortality; and he 
eould not help thinking of what ſhould be 
after him. I ſuppoſe he was now Beginning 
to ſtudy Means h w to ſecure the Babyloniſhy 
Crown to his Poſterity throughout all Ge-: 
nerations; ſüch is the poſthumous Vanity 
ef ſhort-lived Man. But now was. the Lime 
for the great God to interpoſe, and ſtrike a: 
Damp upon: all his towering Imaginations z. 

or Whenever God begins a Work upon any 

human Heart, lie always begins with hum 
bling that Heart. So here, no ſooner were 
Nebuchadnezzar*s Eyes cloſed in Sleep, but a: 


hs 3 *. 


huge une was: repreſented to his Imagina- 


tion; whole Fi orm was terrible. Thus you 


only 


Dreams, and ſcareſt me with Viſions,” But: 
F 4. 528 
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oe, Toned oi for r che generality Dreams are 

18 f the, Imagination; yet, 
ſometimes they convey divine Inſtructions, 
as Job ſays; © Thou frighteſt me with 
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to "Mr what an abſolute Government the 


| Dilven 
great God has ur: the Minds, of Men, we Ml the 
ff Bod When the King awoke, though the Fler, and ! 
17 ror f the Dream remained, Jet what the cut W 
Dream was he had quite forgot; though he upon 
Was ſure he could recollect it, if it Was once WH By tk 
told to him. Now God had, three important ſee th 
Ends to anſwer, in cauſing the King to for. face, 
et this Dream. The f Hirſt was, that he Eſtab 
"2% not be impoſed upon by a Parcel of this T 
canting, fawning Sycophants, who vainly WW 27 
pretended to interpret Dreams; and if the 1 
King could but; have told them what the a Kin 
Dream was, ſome plauſible Interpreratiag Kings 
would have. been put upon it, in der 1 Head 
fed the King's 1 and make fim tn of 5; 
IPA more inſole nt chan he was before; Wl hich 
bis for; forging it, chis was prevented, when 
11 = Jecand. 172 that Nania, be £22; 
was ordained to Inſtrument in the on tha 
Hand of God, to. 15 abour che King's of thi 
Converlion,, might be introduced to his No: WM EI dr 
tice. And the third Thing was to monly I the G 
the King's Pride, when RD was informed hom I and 1 
Üttle Power he had to ſecure = Throne 0 the I 
his Poſterity; and how many different Na- elend 
tions were 8 3G 9 pofteſs that Very mel ſa 
| N he Nay ey boated d of, Now it h Earth 
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Dilver, the Belly and Thighs of Braſs, and 


the Legs Ne ron, and the Feet Part of Iron 
and Part of Clay. He likewiſe ſaw a gtene 
cut without Hands, which ſmote the Image 
upon his Feet, and broke. them to Pieces. 
By this Dream Neduchaduezzer was let to 


8 „/ ISS SERIES k © ; 8 | | 
ſee the four great. E ires, which were to 


2 
- A 
* 


ſucceed each other from that Time till the 


Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. Now, by 


this Head of fine Gold was meant Nebu- 
chadnezzar himſelf, the Head of the Ghal- 
dean Monarchy :. For he was not only called 
a King, but à great King, even. a King of 
Kings; and was beautifully deſcribed by the 
Head of fine Gold. By the Breaſt and Arms 
of Silver was ſhown. the Perſian Empire, 
which immediately. ſucceeded the Chaldean, 
when Cyrus turned the Courſe of the River 
Euphrates, and ſtormed the City of Babylon 
on that very Night when Belſbaagar, the Son 
of this Nebuchadnezzar, was drinking him- 
{elf drunk with all his Nobles, and praiſing 
the Gods of Gold and Silver, The Belly 
and Thighs were of Braſs z this figured out 
{plendid. than the two former; but, as Du, 
mel ſaid, it was, to bear Rule over all the 
Farth: and this Prophecy was fulfilled by 
Alexonder the Greet, who overeoming Da- 
7145, put an End to the Kingdom of Perfiay 
by erecting the Macedonian upon its Ruins. 
The Legs of Iron, the Feet Part of Iron and 
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thoſe different Nations, of which, this Empire 
was compoſed, could Ul 


Stone, which ſhould break in Pieces all other 
Kingdoms, and ſmite the Image, upon its 


© db) 


ee. of. Clay, repreſented; the. Roman, Em. 
which ſucceeded the Macedonian, K 


was ' compoſed. of many” different. Nations; | 
che Kings of which Nations being of con- 


trary Intereſts, might, well be compared to 
Iron and Clay; for as Iron and Clay will not 
incorporate, but diyide from each other, fo 


ver agree long, but 
would always be rebelling in onè Part or other, 
and be perperaally torn by civil Wars, as.it 
afterwards happened in the Times of many 
of the Roman Emperots., But in the Days 
of thoſe Kings that ſhould reign in this lf 
Monarchy, was the Lord yrs 

a Kingdom, called the King dom of _ the 


Feet, even the Roman Empire. This. was 
the Redeemer's Kingdom, Which is com- 


pared. to a Stone cut without Hands, but 


was to grow to a great Mountain, and fill 
all the Earth. That Cbriſt is called a Stone 


in Scripture / 1s plain, even a try d Stone, 2 


chief corner Stone, elect and precious. And 


that he may be ſaid to be cut out without 
Hands, exactly deſcribes him; for there vag 
neither Karat nor Comelineſs in him; he 
was like a Root out of a dry Ground, even 
like a Ston- 


poliſhed by che Statuary's Art. And yet, as 


e he was, he was. to break in 
1 pi NT a, "Pieces 


elf, to ſet up | 


that had never been hewn or 


Biece 
great 
E do 1 
when 
but \ 
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gradi 
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Bieces all other Kingdom: 

great Mountain, and fill all the Earth. Now 
do not think that there ever.willbe'a Time 
when all. the Earth will profeſs Chriltianitf3- 
but we are to underſtand it in this Seife“ 


In another Place Chrif is ſtiled the Sun of: 


Righteouſneſs, that aroſe upon abe üghted 
World. withs healing in his Wings, Well: 
now, only obſerve the natural Sun, it does 
not enlighten the wil 
but in the Morning ariſes in the Eaſt; and: 


makes its» Progreſs towards the Weſt, and: 
gradually leaves the Eaſt in Darkneſs, and 
in twenty-four Hours: deſeribes its Circle; * 


and juſt ſo has the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
done. Firſt, he enlightened the Eaſt, even 


Ala, and gradually proceeded Weſt to Eu- 


pe: And now he has got inte the new 


found weſtern World; even Amerita; and in | 


the Space of the Goſpel: Day there will not 
be a Nation but what: will alternately have 
the Light of the Goſpel {hineupon them; but 
then it is but for a Time. For has not-Egyp- - 
ian Darkneſs again overſpread all thoſe ca- 
ſtern Parts where the primitive Churches 
were planted ?: and though the Name: and 
Form remains, as we come farther Weſt to- 


wards Italy, Spain, and all thoſe Kingdoms,” 5 


yet it is almoſt Eyening-with them; they 
have loſt Sight of the Sun, and it is to be- 
feared will at laſt degenerate into a total 


dune and. Demon than. 2 were -be-- 


„and grow to A 5 


le Earth at once. No; 
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ling. all the Earth; and I think the 8 
ture will hear me out in this Opinion. For 


1 


fore-the. Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe upon anot! 
them at firſt. In this Senſe I at leaſt under. 
ſtand what is meant by this Mountain fi- 


our Lord himſelf tells the People that the 
Nan the Goſpel will not always ſhine : 
Therefore, ſays he, werk while ye — the 
Light, for the Night cometh when no Man 
can work. And again, if thou hadſt 
known in this, thy Day, the Things that 
belong unto thy Peace, but now they are 
hid from thine Eyes. But be that as it will, 
Nebuchadneæaar by this Dream was ſhown 
ho different Nations who were alternately - 
to rule the World; and alſo mewed the 
Kingdom of Chrift which he Lord himſelf 
was to erect. But what was the Effect thoſe 
great Manifeſtations had upon his Heart? 
Only this, to own that Daniel's God wasn 
God of Gods, and a Lord of Kings, and a 
Revealer of Secrets: And becauſe God had 
ſhewed bim this, 3 not much to his ings 
Iutereſt, he promoted Haniel to be a Rulet thoc 
over the Provinces; but his Heart remained now! 
as hard as the Neſber Millſtone. Bur that I left 


c may do Juſtiee to this Subject, and trace fear 
Step by Step the ſeveral providential Deal- WW van! 


ings of God, with this great King, in or- and 
der to bring him to know himfelf, I ſhall 
reſerve the remaining Part of his Life, which 
is on extraordinary, for the Subject of 


(199) 


another Oratibei; if this Afembly has reap'd 
any Advantage from what has now been 
iced; and only co clude with one Ob- 
ſervationl Viz. that it behoves every one to 
bring his own Experience of God's Dealings 
with him, to the Tbuchſtone of) Truth, 
even to the Law, and to the Teſtimony, 
and ſee whether all his Knowledge ef Gef 
pel Truths have reached any further than 
only to enlighten the Head, and not better 
his Heart: For if fanctifying Grace does 
not accompany enlightning Graee, and we 
have not yet broke off our Sins by Repen- 
tance, we are ſtill in our Sins. Even a Ban- 
lim could ſee the Star that was to come out 
of Jacob, but not for himſelf; and an aban- 
doned Abaz had the cleareſt Prophecy of the 
Redeemer”s Birth declared to him, even that 
a Virgin ſhould conceive and bear a Son; 


and yet we have no Reaſon to believe that q 
either of thoſe two were benefited by him; 
and if God had ſtopped ſhort” in his Deal- 


ings with Nebuchaduezzar after this Dream, 


though he owned the God of Mael, and ho- 
noured his Servants, he would have been 


left juſt as God found him. And it is to be 


feared many on God, and honour his Ser- 
vants, and help (as ir were) to build the Ark „ 


and will At ee n out of! it. 
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IN . on this Subjedt, 3 bes. 
gan with taking Notice of the great Ad- 
vantages which ſucceeding: Ages reap from 
hiſtorical. Facts, being recorded in the ſa- 
cred Oracles of. God; and to add one more 
Advantage to what I then mentioned. When, 
we read of the various Diſplays of the Mercy. 
and Forbearance of. God towards the Igno- 
norant, and thoſe that are out of the Way, 


how. ſometimes, he follows, the maſt. aban-. 


4 5: 4 by mild and . Dil. 
penſations, ſometimes by the Rod of, Af. 
lliction, and the ſharpeſt Strokes of Correc- 
rection. What an. advantageous Leſſon does 
Poſterity learn from God's thus providen- 

tially dealing with, the Children of, Men? 
Does it not teach us ta judge charitably even 
with regard to Men. of the moſt profligate 
Characters, when we ſee that the Hearts of. 


all Men are in the Hand of God; and we 
often ſee the rugged, the nen 


3 


cum} 


and ahead Wretches, chat one 8 | 


think had Damnation written upon thein 
Forcheads. I ſay, we often ſee thoſe ſnatch'd- 
out of the midſt of the Burning, and made 
Heirs of eternal Life, as often as we ſee 


thoſe of a mild, gentle, and benevolent Diſ- 


poſition brought. to the Knowledge of God, 
and oftener too. Did: not our Lord caſt ous = 


{even Devils out of a Proſtitute Magdalene, 
when the oung. Lawyer, with. all his fine 
Accompliſhments and graceful Carriage Was 


ſent away N This is to teach us 
that the d God d oes not ſee with our 


Eyes. Who could. have thought that Ma. 


Miley Thar: abandoned King of Judah, who 
1 145 innecent Blood run h ze Water in the 


Streets of Jern/alem, had ever been deligned 
by the eternal God as a Monument of Mer- 
cy? And yet you may ſee that God gave 
even him Repentance unto, Life. And who 


that obſerves this. Monſter. of Pride and 
Cruelty, the King of Babylon, could ever 


| have thought —_ God had fixed his Love 
upon him; and was. refoly'd,: (though by a 


n= Series af. Providences) to bring him at 


laſt to the Knowledge of himſelf ? —— it is 
to be obſeryed, that whenever God begins 


to work upon any Heart, he always ſtrikes 


at a Man's conſtitutional Sin, in order to 


make that 7 in his F ace. Pride, the ſan- 


guine Mother of Cruelty, \ was this great. Mo-. 


Darcy conſti ral Sin; and what various : 
3 a ; Methods 
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1 W mein 40 mer Oration e 
[ treated at large upon the Image nie aw in 
his Dream; and what was the ma "End of | 
Wm — that,” but to'convince him of Pride? . 
0 inſtead of becoming humbler by: this, he 
Wl began to be ten Pre rſs Fbr not be. 
Wesen wich Jordingg fr over Men's Pur 
j oss and Properties, he now begins to lord | 
ww it over their Conſtiences too; and aſſumes | 
8 a Right to conſeerate Gods for h hi 4 
1 Worthip.”” And” accordingly you find he 
erects an Image of Gold in the \ A. 0 "Dura 


of 'an"Enortnous' Size, which pofflbly, was 
made out of ſome of the Veſſels brouy gut 
from the Temple at Jeriſalem; and, as 25 
Hiſtorfans tell us, it was made to reſemble 
himſelf; and adorned with all the Emblems 
off "Majeſty, ſuch as himfelf was wont to 
wear; and chis was to be the Object of tlie 
Babylenifh Worſhip.” And hoe naturally i 
one Sin the Patent of another f? for noſooher 
was che King told that ſome of the captive 
Fes TPO their Adoration, but h 
immediately proceeds not only to Aeif/ Hic ⸗ 
felf, But even to make Himel the molt high 
God; Fot, Hays ne, what God is he tar 
Fall dehver you out of my Hand?” füppo- 
eng thatnoGoFhattyreater Power than him- 
ſelf.” And fo overcharged with Rage was be, 3 
that bs very Vilage Was changed, and him 
l A OY DinteF three Friends caft 
H into 


into the fiery | ROY h ated ſeven T 
more hot than uſual, inſomuch, that his 
Executioners were (burned to Death. But as 


the King ſat facing the Furnace, and no 


ſooner were they well in, but upon .caſting 
by ravenous Eyes: around, inſtead of ſeeing 
them conſumed to Aſhes, he ſtaxts:from his 

Seat with wild Amaze; Did we notcaſt three 
Men bound t ſays he) into the midſt of the 
Fire? and, lo, I-ſee-four Men walking laoſe 
in the midſt of the Fire, and ehe. Hurtz 


and the Form of the fourth is like the Son 


of God.“ A Sight — and ſo unex- 
pected as this, was enough: (one would 
think) ta harroꝶ up his Soul, freeze his hot 
Blood, * and make each Hair on his cm. 
bined Locks to iſtart, and ſtand on Ende 
Quills upon the fretful Porrupine. But, än- 


ſtead 1 his, he immediately rechwers His 


Surpriae, and. With an Air as compoſted: as. 
if nothing had been che Matter, he ap 


proaches the Mouth of the Furnace, and 


Calls Sho drach, Me/ach, and Abet-nego, ye Ser · 


vants of the moſt high God, come anch, No.] 
bought ſuch a Sight as this 


one would have t 


ſhould, immediately have wrought: a ſaving 
Change in bis Heart; but nothing will do 
till God ſets his eternal Fiat tout, and ſtrilces 
Laon into wad * Soul. - ans e en 
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51 Moi or his Peopke's Woh 


Rae upon "ith, to t ma 0 Rim 
diefs tie God of . and to make ; 2 
Deciee that fbne ſhould ſp peak any Thing 
amiſs againſt the God of Shards, c, For | 
I ſuppoſe, before this, the God of. Vrael was. 
treated with the utmoſt: Contempt and Ob- 
liquy in all his Dominions 3 but yet yan. 
find he did not think him an Ob ject 00 


wh that Teatls clit amazing Tranſaction in. 
the Hery' Furnace, can help being aſtoniſhed: 
at 'theLong- Suffering and Condeſcention of 
God; who even vouchfafed to let this aban- 
Sen Monarch ſee with his natural Eyes 
that very Perſom who, ia after Ages, ſhould. 
redeem a loſt World from the Fire of Hell, 
as certainly as he now ſaved theſe three Men 
from tlie Fire of this Fiirnace ? And L am, 
of Opinion that ſo great was the Reſedlz, 
blance between us ef Nizareth, and this 
Son of God that Neehhebdse ura faw, thal 
had he been'tivibg in the'D Jays of the N 
Hab, he would Have aid, if he had e - 
orkut de” that's the Perſon 1 ſaw in the fler. 
nace: But that ever this Kipg ö 
know that God had f Son, br that th Fork, 
he ſaw was'the*Form: of the Son, of God is 
wonderful. In my Opinion, w 'whenhe thus. 
cry'd ot he was under a divine Impulſe, it 
was that Moment därtęd into his Mind that 
God had 'a Son, and that that was him which 
he ſaw, juſt as Faul when. ein 
OWN: 


what God intend | 


he ee or durſt 2 


1 G 


* in his Way to Da 


15 Why per ſeguteſt . nh. Thee 5 


ſwer was, Who : art thou; Lord ? Now 11 
might bayebeen ſome evil Spirit that aſked : 
Paul this; but Paul, by an immediate Im- 
pulſe on his Mind, : 


Knew it was the Lord.: . 
and ſuch I take it was the | Caſe; with this 
King. But all this did not change the Sa: 


yagenef of: his Diſpoſition ;; 3 for — Time 


after this, Daniel ;adviſed him to break off. 
bis Sins py Righteouſneſs, and bis Iniquity, 


by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. But as all 


thoſe great Thipgs which God had done in 
manifeſting his Power hi therto prov d inef> 


fectual, he: is \xeſaly'd:to take ee Me. 
| thod; and will now ſtrike him home in 
{ſenſible Part. But. to render him Sithbur F 


FI. 


Excuſe, . fair Notice given Him 


to do — him. He. = 

N unto him in a Viſion of the Night 
ge 1 8 

afforded Fg 
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2 ont the Stump remained in the E 


with a Band of The. and Braſs. And upon . 
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this « being, told to the Prophet Danis 
find the Prophet was greatly aſtoniſhed. 


at what God was about to do 8 ſo great 


2 Monarch; and was for a full Hour before. 


, - oy © 


Which reached to Heavens __ x 


of the Aix and Bea of the Field, Ys lame: £ 
oy cool Toe hew'd down. and ſtripped. 
1 FE ruit, and lopt of alli its Branches, " 
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(216) 
tion. But, when this undaunte 
manded him to forego his Somow, as if he 
had faid Jam canfident, let che Interpreta. 
tion be What it will, it ſhould not in the leaſt 
diſcourage me. And he was as good as his 
Word ; for when told he ſhould be driven 

fram Men, and made to eat Graſs Ul hs an 
Ox till ſeven Fears were gone over him; 


and when adviſedto repeiit, if To be it'might | 


lengthen bis an, yet, aſtoniſping to 
think on, it did not in the leaſt abate his into- 


lerable Pride: For a Vear aſter this, e find 


him taking a Survey of his magnificent Palace 
and beautiful Gardens, which were eight 


Mites in Circuit; and to ſay the Truth of 


them, perhaps there never was ſo mM 
and Pains beſtowed: upon any Gardens in the 
World, eicher befor 0 or -aftes, as Was ex. 
on theſe z for tlie Oly being bull 
on a large 8 an LE OR of-a Squat 
Oran ues in als, whole Walls 
eighty.Feet thick,” and ehre hundred 
and fifty in Height bis great King 
| not be bounded. in his Proſpect 
the lofty Walls, he had his Gardens raiſed 
like ſo many Terraſſes, one above another, 
TY ay Aich upon Arch, till they overlooked 
ber en 10 Ay N on end de 


— 


* 


Wiebe, „ i 
GaraHted = De ons. s Travels of Cyrus, who ſays he 


d King com: 


fell fr 
chadn 
dom 
drive 
ſhall. 
thou 
for? 
Moſt 
and g 
medi: 
and t 
infor 
the v. 
him 


found it in Arete e bad been upon the Sport. . Aadt 
501 5 _ But 
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have- Room tte loftieſt Frets: to it 
Root in it 3, and in theſe: Gardens were the 
moſt elegant Walks, green Plats, Flowers 
of all Kindp, large Canals, Baſons and Aquę: 
ducts, and all the Embelliſſiments andBeaus 
ties of Nature and Art.. And when taking 
Survey of ſo much Coſt and Labour, uiftead 
of ſaying with Solomon, that all'was: Vanity, he 
ſcems to center all his Happineſs in the E 
joyment of them. Isi not this (fays he) Frm 
Baiylang, that I have built for the Houle of 
the Kingdom, by the might of my Power | 


and for the Honour of my Majeſty/?' But it 


is an old Proverb, Pride goes before Doftrue- 
tion, and a baughty Spirit: before: 4 Full. For 
when tlie Words were in his Mouth, a Voice 
fell fram Heaven, faying 5 OKing Nebu- 
chadnezzar,\ to thee be-it. 1 een, thy King» 
dom is departed from thee, and hey ſhall 
drive! thee /from' Meng and thy Dwelling 
ſhall. be among the: Beafts/of the Field, and 


thou ſhalt eat Graſs like an Oz And what 
might know that the 


far? Why, tilat lie m 
Moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, 
and-giveth/it:t6 Whom: he Will And! im- 


mediately his -Reaſon departed: from him; s 
and the bans of a. Beaſt was given him; 


inſomuch, that his People ſaw he had got 
the very Nature of an Ox and they drove 
him out to grant among his fellow Brutes. 
And thus did odd by thismighty Monarch? 
But what for! Not to deſtroy him. No, 
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Telf, and to be happy in the Enjoyment of 


1 
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for G 


7 116 3 
but to bring him to the Khowleder of bur. 


his God. For though his Hairs grew like 


Eagles F eathers, and his Nails like Birds 
Claws, yet God had ſtill his Eye upon him 
00d, though a more abandoned Wretch 
for Pride, Cruelty, and Oppreſſion, the 
World never ſaw 15 kept 4 fiery Furnace 


and à Lions Den for the Deſtruction of his 


People, whenever he had a Mind to glut his 


Savage Rage; a Monſter who ſrems to haye 


ſtudied the Art of Cruelty from his yery 


Youth, Was there ever a greater Act of 
Barbarity than when he took the King of 
Fe Priſoner in the Plains of Jericho, 9 

ill the King's Children before their Father's 
Face? Well may we. cry out in the L 


uage of Heury the Sith, in 9 25 
of Richard the Third. * 4 


0 24.1 


0 7 batbarous AR? anbbſ; ATE Man). 


Againſt the rigid Lays of Romy: to al 
nen 3 


wen not enough, their Hope of Bink- 


e riglit gone, 


But muſt thy Hate be level'd at their Lives) 


Nor cou'd a Father's Wrongs content thee? 


Nor cou'd a F FORE: 8 nne e 15 
| Deed e. | 


Ar 4 4 


"at chow: as . as aha Childcen wer 
dead ; 5 e Perha 


5 While _ were get 
| * 8 


tug). : 


| gaſping beoquiſy, the rayenous Wolves h 
Gripe, he cauſed the Father's: Eyes to be put 
aut, that "hs, Mt lens HEL. Oele 8 Tow 
might ever. after be uppermoſt in his Ima- 
gination. But now behold the Savage Mon- 
ſter driven from the Society and . 
of Mankind fee him crawling onhis Hands 
and Knees, a fit Companion for the grazing 
Ox. Who that had ſeen him Fated-on his 
radiant Throne, with all his ſhining Cour- 
tiers circled” round, not only dignified! | 
with the pompous Title of a King, Rus 1 50 4 
great King, eyen 4 King of Kings. | 
now to ſee him crawling « over the "hy | 
Meads,” and cooling his Thirſt in Ane 
Euphrates Stream. ho, I ſay, that ſaw: 
his ſhagged! Locks and crooked Claws, and 
heard him lowing amongſt his horned, Meſs- 
mates, could help pcrying out, What has God 
done] And yet ſuch was the Fate of this 
proud Monarch, that not only for a few. 
Days or Weeks, but till ſeven, Years. had 
gone over him, unhouſed, unſheltered, either 
from Summer's ſcorching, Heat, or Winter's. 
pinching Cold, expoſed, to all the Rigour , 
of the various Sea ons. And What is moſt 
ſurpriſing yet, was this; that in all theſe; 
tedious ſeven Years, his faithful Subjects ne- 
ver once ſwerved from their Allegiance, but 
kept the empty Throne to wait its Lord's 
Return. For, I ſuppoſe, many of them had 
den Witneſſes! to What Daniel ſad, and 2 
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| 6 120 5 
— Meng cal give "Neg re we are 


told (and hy very e Authority) that o 


che Jews Sabbath: he had Intervais of Res 


_ fon, which muſt needs force them to ſte that 


his Madneſs was not from a meer natuml 
Cauſe, but from the immediate Hand of 
God. And no ſooner was the Time expired, 
but his Reaſon returned as ſuddenly as i 


left him; and it ſeems the Babylon; No- 


bles were waiting the appointed Time. For 
the King himſelf tells us; that at the ſame 
Time my Reaſon returned unto! me; and 
for the Glory of my Kingdom, my Honour 


and Brightneſs returned unto me; and my] 


Counſellors and my Lords ſought unto me, 
and excellent Majeſty was added unto me 
Thus did the great God make good his 
Word unto this King; though the Tree way 
cut down, the Stump remained in the Earth 
with a Band of Iron and Braſs; and'thug 
the Kingdom was ſure unto him. But now 


for the Conſequence of theſe ſeven Yeats 


grazing. Tou may-remember the Worb of 
eternal” Truth had faid it; that at the End 


of ſeven Years; or ſeven Times, he ſhbuld 


knew that the Heavens do rs Nor but 


that all this might have befallen him; and 
purified, he might haye 
come out of the Furnace of Aﬀfiction ten 
Times worſe-canker'd'rhan before; But God 
had: Wert! him this K | 


inſtead of being 


3 5 Wo. 


Bis Under⸗ 


pi 

dola 
of th 
King 
Dura. 
ſtrate 
llavin 
his W 
Peopl 
nets.” 


the N 


him, 
them 
Decre 
vou.“ 
tken 
i go 


finding, e ee "OY is now en- 
ity not only the Heart fn Beaſt is 
taken away, and the Heart of a Man reſtor- 
ed; but the Heart of Stone is talen away, _ 
and a Heart of Flefh' is given Him. It is @ 
juſt Obſervariqn, that Wee never was a fly | 
born Child brought into che World of Grace. 
If you queſtion it, can produceanTnſtance'ts 
prove it, as Aae Peep e e and 
Seal to all Nations, People an 
fxys he, * Ebleffedtke MoſtHigh, an 7 
and honoured him that lweth er evep ß. An# 
that he might not hide God's F aithfulnely ' 
within is Jeart, nor his Frutir from the 
great Congre 5s] but might be as exem- 
ry for he ety as he had been” for his 
fc ht 1 we can credit the Author 
of the Travels of Cyrus, he tells us, the 
King aſſembied alk his Nobles itt che Vale of 
Dura, and mounted on an Emmener; pro- 
ſtrated himſelf before the moſt highs God, 
having thrown off tis Diadem, d tulle 
his Worfhip* with Taying, © © Princes and 
People, learn to render Homage to his Great= 
neſs. . *Heithen ſends circulat Letters to alf 
dhe Nations, 'to telf what God had done to 
him, and for him. But ing dar dn b 
them ? Not with chundering but his blog! 
Decrees, but with Peace be multiplied unto 
vou.“ A ſure Sign that the God bt Pest Had 
tiken Poſſeſſion of bis Heart. And before? 
de could dell * ke bad bor d * 
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122) 
kabregkes forth, * this: + Exelay 
mation; «6 how. great are his 8, Signs, and 
how mighty are huis Wonders] his Kingdom 
is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his Domi- 
nion from Generation to 2 And 
then he pr o dec the different Me. 
thods:God: had taken — um, Which at. 
laſt had brought him to this ſtrange Decla« 
ration, even to become a Worſhip per of that 
God whom he had ſo often dchied,; Ang whoſe 
Servants: he had ſo cruelly treated; and then | 
coneludes, Now I; King Neduchadvezzar, 
praiſe. and extol;; and honour the King gf 
93 all i: Monks are, nn 7575 


Coptclions * N enhble 75 whavihe 
Tongue declares, and not be touched with 
renewing Grace? Impoſſible! Did ever ſuch, 
Language as this proceed from the Mouth 
of oe in the dark Dungeon of Nature's 
Night ?..Surely.No. Thus it appears to me, 
chat. this great 626 hy was A converted-Per- 
ſon-; for if one may judge of a Tree by its 
Exijits,; ſurely, you; will ſee upon him many 
S 18 Fruits of, the Spirit. For Peace, which 

the farltf F 5 ana: in the firſt, Word 
that every og 
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61230) 
the e Knowledge of God, which is n 
the Fruits of the Spirit, is clearly ſeen in v1 
enough to prove chat che Robt of the Mata 
ter was in him! For I will appeal to all the 
converted People in the World, whether as 
ſoon as God mani feſted his Love td them 
they did not want every Body to be as happy, / 
n themſelves. ' Melanfthon, 18 ſoon a n 
rerted, ſaid he would go out and ebnvert 
the whole World; and J queſtion not hd 
Nebuchadnezzar thought to do fo ge. 
writing to all Nations and La dag 
as the old Devil was tb cunnitng/ for you nn i 
Melan2hon,) ſo 1 doubt nor bet he was" fes! 
old Nebuchadnezzar likewiſe! And nowlet 
me conclude” with "this Obſervation; that 
ve ſhould! never give up the moſt abari-!! 
doned Wretch as itfcarablez\ for though u 
Perſon may have been the greateſt Sinner iu * 
the World, the great Phyſſeian of Souls can 
as ſoon cure one all over ſpre d with the in- 21 
{ious Leproſy of Sin, ir one that is bur 
winted with a fingle Spot. 
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by a Parcel of blaſpheming Wretches, 
yer. it will remain an undeniable Truth, 


that this Title is 
Þyblic Migiſtet of the 


every 


de. no 


more. Strange Title indeed T 
ners of - the World upfide 
no more ſtrange than true: This you R⁰ο⁹ꝛ” 
is a metaphorical, or rather an hype 


applicable + £0; een 
Goſpel, and: 9 


x Chriſtian, till Time #bal 


>. down!] and 0. 


30 


ical 


Expreſſion; and is commonly applicable to 


thoſe who bring 


about great 


Revolutions 


and Changes in States and Kingdoms, inſo- 
much, that whole Empires have ſometimes 
been ſo entirely overturned, andothers erected 


upon their Ruins ſo diametrically, oppoſite 
to each other, both in Religion and Poli- 


cle, N it _— wor * laid of —_— m_ 


— . 
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Wy” > 
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deſpiſed Place ( uithout eie Advantage of R 


(0s y 
that they have been ured ae abe But 


this has commonly been effected by fuperior 
power and Force of Arms ſo that! fnch 
Revolutions are not to be wondered at. But 
when it was faid of che Apoſtles, and firſt 
Preachers of che Goſpel, that they were che 
Men that turned the World upſide don, ts 

indeed aſtoniſning . Wen is the Halt Place, 
we conſider what Sort of Men were; 
and in the ſecond Place, what Condition 
the World was then in amongſt whotn they 
were. And in:the third Place; the Manger 
in which. they actually did turn the World 
upſide down. And ff then let aun 
the Men themfelves, and I am ſure it Was 
as unlikely for them to bring about ſuch an 


Event as might be called turning the Werd 


upſide down, as ir was for a Parcel 5 
crooked Rams Horns to blow down the 
ſtately Walls of Jarieho. Hor whatwere they 
but a few illiterate Fiſhermen,” mean and de- 
ſpicable in themſelves ;' and dhe Inhabitants. .. 
of a meaner Place, Galilbuns born 21A Place :. 
ſo infamous, as to be a Proverb of Reproach - 
to the whole Nation. Can amy 
come out of Nuzarerb g And yet from this 


polite Edueation; or the Aid of human L 
terature, ar the Jeaſt Skill in che Manner of 


Addreſs; whoſe very Einployment- had ren- 


dered them obſcure and contemptible) did 
ne Men come wha actually turned theWorll 
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upſide. down. But thus it has always Geste 
che great God to throw Contempt upon all 
the Learning and Wiſdom of Men, in or- 
der to — the Wiſdom of the wiſe, 
that the Excellency of the Power might ap- 
pear (to all that , Eyes to ſee) not to be 
of Man, but of God. But I know it may 
be objected that there was one of the fit 
Preacherb of the Goſpel, vi. the A poſtle 
iP, aul, of: whom this was farſt ſaid, Who nei. 
ther wanted Wiſdom, Learning, nor Ad- 
_ -dreſs; | This we will allow; but let any one 
examine that; great Man's Life, and be 
Will, plainly! ſee, that though, he neither 
+wanted- natural or acquited - Abilities, ae 
When once he commenced a Pregcher of the 
_ | Gaſpel; he counted all theſe but Dung ahd 
Droſs, for the Excellency of the dae 
of Ghrift, Feſus, his Lord; and deſired 
know, nothing among choſe — 
od but. Christ, and him cruciſied 
1 zofpel, Paulis na. 
. $1ral 2nd acquired/Abilities were quite: du 
. of the Queſtion gh he knew as welFas 
any Man e fig ht. the World-with-thei 
on Weapons; fuck then wete mann 
Aurned the World upſide don And nv 
' inithe:ſecgng, Elace, let us ſee ND Con 
tion the Werid was in bes chis great = 
as brought about; perhaps out polite Rr. 
- tionaliſts, will have the Impudence to tell w 
e the World was at thin Time in a * 
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d of the moſt Api Ienorance;: and: bs [i 
1 W ficute of the: Uſe of Reaſon, and laid open 


. to be deceived by every Impoſtor. But the 
I great God forefaw'that this would be indu- 
» ſtriouſly inſinuated; and therefore when he 
e brought his Firſt-begbtren into the World, 
be took Care that it ſhould be at a Time 
ten polite, Learning evety Where abound- 
i ed ; and'the-Writiags of that 'andiſome pre- 
„ c<ding Apes haue been handed down to Po- 
„ ſterity, to Rand. as everlaſting Monuments 
of the Learning and good Senſe of the Peo- 
e ple of that Fx o that whoever ſhould 
er endeavour 0 Villify the Wiſdom and good 
Senſe of thoſe Times, every School-boy. has 
it in tug Power. to furmon majeſtic Vg to 
dis Aid, and prove the cba Wrerch a 
Liar. And it) you. Will cxamide, unto che 
State. the World Was: nr? in with regard to 


Ovid, all Meh of ee Abilicies 3 


F / ©S co 0c © o 


aud as: for Fildenz' the Scriptutes abundanaly | 
4 G4 prove. 
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prove what Jearned Gentry the Scribes and 


| pateticks, the P. thagoreans and 4 icufeant 


Summit of Perke Perfection; nor has any fur 


Cz/ars, and when th 


7 EU 


Phariſees at that 1 5 were; a 

N 15 Rome, their e Pe 
hets had rwe themſelves into ding 
Claſſes, which were like ſo many Colle 65 

to breed 1 up their Pupils, in. What need 

mention the Stoicks, the Platoniſts, the Peri 


and all the reſt of the veneral e Sages of A 
of PR ? 45 amon ng edi E 1 


81904 RO 1572 Id 1 7 5 


| and tefative Ducies, of 2 fo PL al 


for Poetry 1 think it had O 


in ges ever pretended to equal much 
Ns rival it. Such then 31 80 ö 150 0 
the World in the 9 of 4 

5 155 


aroſe, 1 it 755 4 
Clouds, The Tem 
Mut, and the whole 
verlal Peace and I | 
with regard to Religion Ni e Every. one 
under his own Vine, e 
tree; and though each N r pat) 
ticular Deities, yet they all allo bed g ane 
Pede Lord of all, \ LNe great 


Jupiter was acknowledged to have all thei IM. tur 
erior Gods at his Nod, as Homer abundanty Ill © 


Wu; 3 and though the 2 Goddeſs * Do 
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3 — 
Z 
* , 
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2 
£5 
CR 


EE EE ES and 


ee 


was of fo great. vet her Image 
4 (even n Wuorthip 


ray 
ippers) to have 
fallen .down from Jupiter. polls was his 


Son. Minerva is 1aid to have ſprung out of 


his Brain; and moſt of the other Gods had 5 
lineally deſcended from him; and the mai 
Source of all this Polytheiſm in the World 


originally ſprung from a Muunderſtaading 
of the Egyptzam ; Hieroglyphics, \which-rapre- 
ſented the Perfections and Attributes of the 
great God, by various Figures of Creatures 


and Things, whiehin Time became metamor- 


phoſed into ſo many Gods; but, be that as 


it will, the W orld was ſo entirely ignorant 


never 


of religious Perſecution, that chey 


once diſputed the: Divinity ef Tent others 
| Gods; hor was any one defpifed heculiſe he 
worſhipped a God different fromitii Neigh- 


bours. For there was che Runi beon At Rome, 


in which/ithe God's of every Nation Were 


inſtalled, and Liberty of 'Cople Se 

every a e ee What * b 

Co This then or phe 
orld W 


down. Bet now, in _theithird pal Vas 
2 — ow this was efßecteil ; 
Might, nor by Power, ut 
ſaith the Lord. Tou may 


Nelauchadnerner was old by e Fader 
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In-ſuecerding/ Ages to ariſe, one out of the 


£ 


Aſhes. of another, this .memorable'iEvent 


Was alſo foretold for when Daniel inter- 
preted the different Parts of that huge Image 


which this King ſaw. in his Dream, at kt 


he deſcends to interpret the Feet, which 


_ were/compoſed. of Iron and Clay, Which are 


w Y 


* 


F* 
1 


Materials that will not incorporate; and 


very aptly figured out the various King 


doms of which che Roman Empire was com. 
poſed, being as unfit (by Reaſon of their | 
Jarring Intereſts) for incorporating as Lron 


of, which this Empire was compoſed; ſays | 
Daniel, the Lord himſelf ſhall ſet up a King 


and what Sort of a Stone was it to be? Not 


a very poliſhed ane I aſſure you: For this 
without Hands; no Art nor poliſhing was 
to be uſed about it; but, as rough and un- 
ꝓoliſhed as. it was, it was to ſmite the Image 
Poo its Feet, even the Roman Empire, and 
grow to a great Mountain, and fill all the 
Earth. And if this was not a turning tlie 
World upſide down, I ſhould be glad to 
know what is? But when the appointed 


ꝓoor deſpiſed illiterate Creatures ſet about 
this ſtupendous Work. And. before we ſhew 
what they did do, it will be neceſſary to ſhew 
hat they did not do. Now if you will 
Tm J examine, 


Time was come, let us now ſee: how theſe. 


and let Morality be taugh 
Jeros, Grreꝶs, or Romans, it is all the Ane; 


priety call the preachin 
ouſneſs, turning the 


(1310 


50 II find that Pau? and a H, . 
of ck U Tai; did not offe rt in- 
rroduce"ambng* the Th RN, be 


wWhOm they HOW were, and yite 1 
" Ethics,” us the Stun an RT infi} uate; To 
preaching the Duties 7 Moral Law Gul 


never be faid to be tirbing the World! y 
fide down/3*becatfe* che very People” wi 
threw *rhis Reflection upon the 7 oft le 
were actually e and believed ald 1 


the moral Law "1 All their Sy Nagogues 3 
neither could teaching Morality either to the 
Greeks or Romant, be ever ſtiled turning the 
World upfide down, finite their Philoſo hers 


andT.awgivers everywhere taught the fame; 
by Chriſtians, 


= : 


and ſure no Body could wich the leaſt Pro- 
of moral 8 5 
Vorld u ſide. dowp 

For the'Gon#iles, which had 9 Written 992 


ral Law, were a Law unto themſelves, and 

did by Nature the Things: contained 1 in 
the Law. But now let us in the third 
Place ſee what theſes Men dic do, to 1 65 


the World upſidde dow; ſute ſome 
bo 5 


very ſtrange muſt be advanced, 
freadfully overſet the Maxitns * of the 
World: And you find the grand Ae- 


culation was; that they preached that Jef 


Was the Chrif;" or Anvinted: and this the 


People interpreted, was ſetting up another 
King in Oppoſition to Cz/ar, Apd at Athens 
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they 


they were accuſed of being ſetters- forth af 
ſtrange Gods, becauſe they preached. Jos 
and the Relurrection , 10 nat upon the 
Whole, you find that it was preaching. Fe 
ſus and the Reſurrection, whit was: to the 
| 38 a ſtumbling Block, and to the Gre: 
Fooliſhneſs; and was indeed turning the 
World upſide down. Now will any! 525 ind 


Socinian pretend (by throwing Duſt in Peoples 


Eyes, and making them more blind chan 
themſelves) to tell any Body chat theſe Jew: 
and Greets ſtumbled, and counted Fooliſh- 
neſs the Apoſtles preaching the moral Pre- 
cepts of Cbriſt? Sure if they do, their Im- 
pudence has got a Degree beyond that of 
the Devil himſelf: And now let us ſet 


what is meant by preaching Cbriſt; and | 


ſurely we are to underſtand by it the Goſpe! 
of Grit, even, Chriſt in all his Offices, as 
King, Prieſt, and Prophet; his active and 
his paſſive Obedience, his being made unto 
bis — Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti. 
fication and Redemption. And who that thus 
preaches Cbriſt, even in this Goſpel Day, 
willeſcape being called Turners of the Word 

_ upſide down? And what Sort of Treatment 
- Tuch People have met with in every Age, | 
need not tell you 5 for every — untege· 
nerate Creature, not only in this Room, but 
over all the World, are ready to cry out, Away 
with ſuch Monſters, they are not fit to live 


wpon the Earth; juſt as the People did pes 


„ Sg ders 8 85 


A Rr SO 23 625 


py me 
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ſand 8 


fant bn * brad fnntn, 6 


D n ww T4 
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N 
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the Perſon who firſt attempted t to teach th 
Doctrine of the Anti pades, whom the bigot- 

ted Church of Rome actually put to Dach, 
for ſaying there were People in the World 
who val Feet to Feet. But had thoſe 
Bigots been now alive, they might rally 
_ been better informed; but as thoſe 


People were ignorant of the Earth's At- 
traction to its Center, ſo it is for want of 


> 


4485 


knowing the attractive Power of the Spirit of 
God, that makes the poor dry Formalifts of 
every Age call the preaching of the Gaſpel 


turning the World upfide down. But how, 


ſay you, does it turn every Thing: toply 


turvy? Why, you know as the World; ſtands 


on the natural Baſis, upon which the Sin 


of Aam placed it; the natural Principles of 


the World's Religion are theſe; (for it ſig- 
nifies nothing how Men; are pleaſed to bap- 
tize themſelves; People of all Religions all 
over the Globe are the ſame in their unrege- 

nerate State) each Individual is his own Law- 
giver, and propoſes to himſelf ſome Syſtem, 


of either poſitive. or negative Duties-of Mo- 


rality, by which he is to render himſelf ac- 


ceprable to God. But the Cream of the Jeſt 


is this; there never was a Man but what 


ſet himfalf. a Taſk in his ſedater Hours, that 


he could by no means perform : And what 
is he to do when he fails in what he calls his 
DN Why chen the next Branch of his 
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Kengien is his Repentance (as he ea f th 
'and de is to do better for the future; bar Je 
ſtill there is an Aﬀer-Clapthat-threate pt 
for LE Deficiency : And how is this to beguarded ro 
off? O, then it is, God is merciful ; 35 and, for an 
the ConGderation of his many good | ar 
God will overlook his Frailties and Paſſions, U 
which ſometimes warp him from the ftraight m 
Line of moral Rectitude. Now, my Friends, he 
if T know any Thing of human Nature, the th 
Religion of all the unregenerate Men in the ta 
World is reducible to the abovernentionet di 
three Articles, viz. Duty, Repentance; and th 
the Mercy of God; and the Religion of Je- 5 


ſus Chrift is exactly calculated to turn this 
Sort of Religion upſide down. I ſhould 
have ſhewn how the preaching of the 
' Goſpel oppoſes each of theſe three Branches 
of natural Religion; but as the Time is al- 
moſt elapſed, 1 ſhall reſerve it for a ſecond 
Oration on this Subject; and only conclude 
with telling you, not to be ſurprized that 
God ſhould order it ſo, that wherever he 
intends to rear a Structure, he firſt pull 
down the old Building. When he created the 
vilible World, it was but for him to ſay, 
let there be Light, and there was Light; 
but in the Work of the new Creation, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil unani- 
mouſly oppoſe him; and therefore where- 


ever he ſends his Miniſters to do his wor 
. their . 
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their Commiſſion runs as did the-Propti 


Feremiah's ; „ have, ſays God to the ro- 
pher, this Day ſer thee over the Nations to 
rout out, and to pull down and to deſtroy, 
and to throw Gown, and after that to build 
and to plant.“ And if! ſuch is to be the 
Work of the Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt (as it 


moſt certainly is) who then will dare to ſay 


he has been commiſſioned of God to preach 
the Goſpel? If the World has never yet 
taken ſo much Knowledge of him, as to 
dignify him with the Title _ a Turner bf 
the Wu . Ng e e 
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Acts, eilt Chap. 675 Fakes | 2 — that 
| have turned the N orld 2 down "are Joly 
Buber . 


N a Honig 1 on od Sub - 
firſt endeavoured to deſeribe the Cha- 
racters of the Men who are ſaid to bring 
about this extraordinary Event of turning 
the World upſide down ; and, in the ſecond 
Place, I ſhewed th Confition” the World 
was in with regard to Religion when this 
was done. And, in the third Place, Len- 
deavoured to ſhew the Manner in which it 
was done, viz. by preaching up the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, which is diametrically oppoſite to 
the World's Principles ; for the World's 
Religion being reducible to three Articles, 
viz. Duty, Repentance, and the Mercy of 
God. I told you the Goſpel was alen 
to overturn every Article of this Sort of 
Religion; and therefore it was no Wonder 
that the carnal Theſſalonian Jews ſhould fay 
of the Apoſtles, that theſe who had turned 
the World upſide down were come thither 
alſo. And now I ſhall endeavour to To 
OW 


wy 


; 

| 

g 

f 
. 
0 
; 
r 
* 
N 


Card. © | 
how it is that the Goſpel of Chrift is calenu- 
lated i I, 2 Article of the World's 


Religi Gong, and vr, will. ain 
ich l he ie Er 29 moſt eſſential Article, d. 


Duty; now, by this I think, we may fairly 
_ underſtand all moral, ſocial, and . 0 


Duties, both with regard to God, our Neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves; and no Wonder the 


People of every Age ſhould talk of render- 


ing themſelves acceptable to God: No mat- 
ter what God, Whether Jupiter,  Apolla, 


Diana, OF any other. I ſay, i it's n Wonder g 


the World ſhould talk of . rendering them 
ſelves acceptable to, their various. ck by 

their own, Performances; becauſe: our fri: | 
Parent, che great Repreſentative of all the 


human Race, had actually got the Law of 


God written in his Heart by the Finger uf 


God; and ſo. long as he obeyed. that Law, 
he continued. acceptable to Geda but that 
being once; broken, ant only he, but all bis 
Pofteriry laſt, he Ability to obey it for the 
future; as Pai ſaid, 1 * 2 Law in my 
Members waiting: againſt the Law of my 
Mind, and bringing me into Subjection to 
the Law of Sin and Death. And this is the 

Caſe of every, Son of Adam; there ſtill re- 
mains in the human Heart many legible 

Characters of the maral Law: For, as * 
Apoſtle ſays, the Gentiles, which have not 


the moral Law, ate a Law unto themſd ves. 


and do 40 f Nature che Things e 8 
| - the 
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from Hell, as, — World's Religi 
what will condemm Men 


: tion and was, only p | 
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the Law. Now there is not an unregene- 


Tate Man in the World but: what thinks to 
render himſelf acceptable to God by his 


Obedience to this natural Law, which 18 


vritten in his Heart. But what do you think, 
if the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is not exactly 
calculated to turn this firſt Article of the 


World's Religion upſide down ?: For here 


comes a purblind Socinian, or a ſtark blind 
Deiſt, and he tells you to exert you rational 
Faculties; ; and if you act according to the 


Dictates of your Conſcience, and do no 


Body any Harm, and diſcharge your Duty 


in the State you are placed in, you have no. 
Reaſon to fear being rewarded for ſo doing 


ut upon the Goſpel Plan; inſtesd : of 
3 being ate Means ee 
teaches, 
(would any one think it?) it is the. moral Law 
tg Hell, Land ie Ad the 
Apoſtle called 'the Miniſt y of Co: 


"Offences; that Bin Sol 
ſinful, that Man might ſt 


in a Looking. glass. But e we to ee 


himſelf ſaved By. it No; but I6ft\/as. the 
Apoſtle Paul 5 3. for, ſays he the Lay 
found me] and ſlev 
by the Law; am dead to tlie Laws! and a8 
Br. Mati's obſerves, to condemn is all the 


Law can do; and though it curſes all chat 
ate under it; lor ſo ſays the A 


0 


me; and, ſays He 
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"Nature; which is not, neither indee 
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perience, they! find hey cannot keep wHat 
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many as are under the Law, are under the 
_ Curſe; for he that keepeth the whole Law for 


ever ſo long, and them offends in one Point, 


is guilty of all. Tet, amazing to chink of 
the Stupidity © of the World! that every In- 
dividual ſhould be running to the Lia for 
Salvation, when it is the very Hand of 
Death. For, ſays dur Lord, I condemn you 
not. No, but you have one, even Miſes, 
in whom ye truſt; F 


eit is that condeſhs 
you. And has not every Perſon in the 
World a "Moſes, or a Law iti whom they 
truſt; and by the Breach of that Las 
But what do you think? H 
cunningly the purblind Focinianb in our Days 


ie to eſcape the Sword of vin- 


dictive Juſtice? For though they deny in 
original Depravity ef human 

can be 
W "of: Gody" yet, by: Ex- 


they cal the mo 


Law and yet, having 


no other Saviour [but the Law, they have 


contrived to com amiſe Matters with God; 


and though they cannot perform a compleat 
and Jy yet they will bring him à fin- 


Obedience. But who ſaid Amen to that 
Bargain Not God I am ſure. For, as ur- 
der the Law, che lame or deformed Beat 
Was an Abomination in Sacrifice; ſo with 


regard to the moral Law, there is no Me- 
en either Men . rs it e | 
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not at all, to be accepted of Gad is 
Contradiction 1 in Terms, to talk of a ſincere, 
though i Obedience; it's a Term 


never heard of - in Diyinity, dll che Day 8 of | 


Sociuus, no more than that Term which the 


Swedes have lately invented was ever before 


heard of in Politics; viz. a relative War, 
But of all the Inventions the Devil ever con- 
tri ved to lead Men blindfold to Hell by, 1 

am ſure this ſineere, though imperſect Obe- 
dience, is his Maſter- piece; for ſo long as 
Men are able to evade the condemning; Se 

tence of the Law, ſo long they Marm the 
Spirit of God of his Sword, which 
vinces the Soul ef its loft Eftate k y Na u 

and fo long t | 
Faith which 3 
Things which he could not be juſtified from 
by the Law of Aﬀoſes, or of Nature. But 


pray how let us a little examine what is 


meant by theſe Sociniam ſincere, though 
imperfect Obedience; and upon caſting up 
of the Account, you will find it amounts to 
neither more nor leſs, but that each of them 
may do whatever is right in his own Eyes; 


for the Nature of Man is conſtitutionally 


this, every individual has not a natural Ten- 
deney to the Conmmiſſion of every Sin. 


No, but each has his conſtitutional Maſter 


Sin, what the Scripture calls a right Hand, 
or a right Eye Sin; or that Sin chat 
moſt eaſily beſets him, and, comparatively 
peaking, he has no great Teure 


r. 3 8 
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o any other. Now the Sbeiniant feels 
ing this, what do they do? Why, they — 
tize their conſtitutional Sin whatever it 
be it Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Uncleanneſs, 2 
vy, or any other of the black Catalogue, as 
their natural Failing; but, indeed, as to 
other Matters they are ſincere, and willingly 
obey, God's Laws and as he is merciful, 
ſure he will not condemn them for chat 
which is ſo natural to them: This is their 
ſincere; though imperfect Obedienee but 
if they were as naturally tempted te the 
Commiſſion of every Sin as that particulat 
one, they would as naturally commit them. 
And ſure did but the Soci nian, <onhiger that 
a Man is as equally liable to Condemnation 
for one Sins as for another, they would be if 
aſhamed to talk of their ſincere Obedience 115 
if they failed in any one Point; and than. 
they do, fail, their own Conſcienee muſt exi- 
dence, unleſs it is ſeared with a hot Iron.  — 
But, however, this Sort of Religion is not wt 
peculiar ton the Sociniaus ; it is that wild; 4 
Vine Which has: flouriſhed an Nature's Gars - 
den ever ſince the Fall. of Adam all over te 
Globe. But before ever the enlivening Beams 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs can be of any. 
Benefit to the Soul of Man, that Man, if 
he was the moſt moral Man in the World. 
muſt have his Babel Righteguſneſs tumbled 
about his Ears, and his very Foutdation. - 
raked: out of the deep Sand in which it was 88 
ans arc can e for t a 
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Geſpel is nothing elſe but a free {Pur FOE 3 


ſjoſt condemned 3 whom the Law of 


God has arreſted, and by the Spirit of God 
has fixed ſuch a Senſe of Guilt· upon the 


5 Conſcience, that inſtead of a Man 's hopin ng 


to be ſaved for his own Performances, he is 
forced to cry out, What muſt Ido to be ſaved? 
And don't you think it is a dreadful turn- 
ing of his World upſide down? For what 
the World calls a good moral honeſt Man, 


who concerning the Law, like the Apoſtle 


Paul, was blameleſs; and, as he ſays, never did 


any Body any Harm in his Life; for ſuch 
an one to have an overflowing Deluge of the 


Spirit of God coming home upon his Con- 
ſcience, and convincing that all his own' 
Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, and that 
there i is no Law that can give Life: Nay, ſo 
far from it, that whoſoever is under any 
Law, is under the Curſe. Now ſhould the 
Spirit of God by the preaching of the Goſ- 
, found ſuch an Alarm in any of your 
able benithted Souls, you would be forced, 
nay, glad to-own what a. turning upfide 


down you have had; juſt ſuch a turning 


had the three thouſand; -who were pricked- 


to the Heart at the firſt Goſpel Sermon 
on the Day of | Pentecoſt; :. So much then 


for Men's Duty, by which they think 
to render ins acceptable to God; 


which the Goſpel is exactly calculated to 


. _ 8 1 "oy rer 2 
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Ted. 


And this grand Idol. of Man' '$:- « Righteouſs | 
neſs, which, the Apoſtles every where en- 
deavoured to overturn, was ſo univerſallß 
adored, that no Wonder they who preached 
up the Righteouſneſs. of Chriſt in Oppoſi- 
tion to it, were Satled C urners of the Were N 
upſide down. „ 

Now the next 3 of 75 World's 
Religion which the Goſpel is calculated to 
overturn, is what they call Repentance. 
When chey have done contrary to their 
Duty, O þ * I am ſorry for it, ſay they, 
and will do ſo more. But I wiſh, when they 
jay they will do ſo no more, they would take 
Care to put in what a good Woman uſed to 
make her Children ſay when ſhe corrected 
them for doing wrong; and that is, till 
next Time; for ſure, my Friend, whoever; 
thou art that promiſes God to do 0 no more, 
one would think thou hadſt not been one 
Day an Inhabitant of that Body of thine. 
Haſt thou got no right Hand or right Eye 
Sin that moſt eaſily beſets thee? Why, I. 
will not wait for an Anſwer; I tell thee thou, 
haſt, and thou mightſt as well tell God, 
thow'lſt ſtop the Tide at London Bridge, as 
lay thow'lr eh ſo no more. I tell thee thou'lt 
go on ſinning and repenting till Doom's Day, 
in the Afternoon, if thou ſhould'ſt live ſo 
long, unleſs the Spirit of God regenerates 

thee; and even after thou art regenerated, 
thou wilt find Mary than ever a Law in thy 
7 Members 
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but legal Repentance; ſuch 4 Repent- in h 
ance as this Judas had: but for all that the! 
he hanged himſelf. But that Repentance lead 
| which is unto Life, which renews the whole brol 
3 Man, is not a Man's own worleing, but mor 
| wrought by the Spirit of Cbriſ in the Soul WM fron 
| of Man; for Chriſt is exalted to be a Prince man 
miſſion of Sins. And pray now where did WW him 
you gather, that Repentance, and doing fo Wl Ch: 
no more, did procure Pardon for any Of. Mar 
fence? Examine the Laws of any Country aon 
under Heaven, and fee if you can find'a Hofs. 
3 Law that pardons à Breach of it; becauſe a WW Bra: 
Man is ſorry for what he has done. No Ju- Nope 
mw ftice demands that the Puniſhment annexed Arti 
1:34 to the Crime be inflicted; and the Goſpel of Never. 
Chriſt turns this Sort of Repentance upſide II vill 
down; for no where upon t es Goſpel Plan Devi 
does Peron of Sin follow for Repentance; N Wh; 
for, fays the Apoſtle, who'turnedithe World Waval: 
upfide down, Be it known unto. you, that ¶ Refu 
4 through this Man is preached unto you Re- Self- 
19 miſſion of Sins.“ What for; becauſe of your o t. 
ET | Repentance ? No; for by y\bim all that believe 

are juſtified from all Things: fromwhich they N 
<ould not be e uind 5 the Law of _ of m 


1 | 4 ape | hs d 
5 | Mind: and" that when thou br elt do 855 
* Good, Evil is preſent with thee, But pray tem 
Wi now, adinitting you' could repent, and do IM Aba 

A fo no more, this is not an evangelical IM bict! 
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(which a Man may act) can do, 1s to remove 


more upon the Goſpel Plan, acquit a Man 


4 


„ r ES C0 3» I > OI MR 


of Sins; 1o that the Goſpel turns the ſecond 
a Branch of the World's Religion likewiſe * 
upſide down with a witneſs. And the laſt ' 


Article of the World's Religion, and when 
every Thing elſe fails them, when Conſcience 


Why, the Mercy of God, which is the un- 
awakened Sinner's laſt Shift, and is the laſt 
Refuge he has recourſe to; but even then 


nd re not ſo bad as their Neighbour ſuch an 
= H © one, 


— — 


and the moſt that ever a legal Repentancẽ 


temporal Puniſnment. Seeſt thou ho- 
hab humbleth himſelf? becauſe he hum 
bleth himſelf, I will not bring the Evil 
in his Days, but in his Sons Days:“ ſaith 
the Lord to the Prophet. Such Repentance as 
leads Men to patch up the Breaches of a 
broken Law by future Obedience, can no 


from former Guilt, than my paying a Tradeſ- 
man for what I buy of him at preſent can 
clear me from what I may be indebted to 
him Years ago. Thus then the Blood 'of © 
o Wl Chi} is in the Goſpel ſet in Oppoſition to 
f. Man's Repentance and Amendment, and is 
7 alone the procuring Cauſe of the Remiſſion 
4 

a 


+ ** 


will not any longer be rocked to ſleep in the 
Devil's Cradle of ſtupid Security, is what? 


delf- righteouſneſs follows the guilty Soul 
o the Mercy Seat itſelf. For what do- 
you think is the World's Plea for Mercy? 
& KM by, truly, they will own themſelves guilty 

ſes. Ref many Failings and Infirmities, but they” | 
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done, who did this or the other notorious 
Wickedneſs, and for that Reaſon they hope 

_ God will have Mercy upon them. Now i 
you doubt the Truth of this, you need only 
give yourſelves the Trouble to make the 


Experiment as I have done; and I do declare | 


J never met with one in my Life, let him 
be the moſt abandoned Wretch in a whole 
Pariſh or Town, but bolſters himſelf up 
with hoping he is a Subject of God's Mercy 

for the above Reaſon; not but I muſt own 

that Mercy is God's darling Attribute, and 

his tender Mercies are over all his Works, | 
but Mercy in the Abſtract is very far from 

being an Attribute of God, for he never 
magnifies one Attribute to the Deſtruction 
of another. Juſtice is as much an Attribute 
of God as Mercy is; for God is not only 
ſaid to be merciful in forgiving Sins, but 
faithful and juſt too, as the Apoſtle beauti- 
fully expreſſes it; and the Plan of Salvation 
by the Blood of Chriſt ſecures all the Attri- 
butes of God; for in him Mercy-and Truth 
meet together; Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſs each other; and therefore Chriſt is 
called by the Apoſtle, as well as by Ds 
vid himſelf, The ſure Mercies of David, 2 
he is the Channel through which Pardon 
flows down to Man in Conſideration of his 
giving himſelf a Ranſom for many, he be- 
ing made Sin for us who knew no Sin, that 


we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
Wir . „„ 


— 2. 5 a 


—  =z — 8 


in him; for he having borne our Sins, in his 
own Body on the Crols, having had the Ini- 
quity of all his People laid on him, he can 
demand, and does demand that all he has 
purchaſed with his Blood be given him, as 
the Travel of his Soul; ſo that though it is 
an Act of the greateſt Mercy in Chriſt thus 
to purchaſe his Church with his Blood, yet 
with regard to God himfelf it cannot be faid 
to be an Act of Mercy merely becaufe his 
Juſtice and his Faithfulnefs are as much mag- 
nified in the pardoning of Sin as his Mercy 
is; ſo that the Goſpel of Chrift quite over- 
ſets this abſtracted Notion which the World 
has of the Mercy of God; for without 
Blood there never was, nor never will be 
any Pardon of Sin; and it is the Blood of 
Chriſt alone which is ſaid to cleanſe from all 
Sin: Therefore there was good Reaſon for 
the Theſſalonians to call the Apoſtles the 
Turners of the World upſide down. And fo 
long as the World endures will this Aſſertion 
of Chriſt be true, that he is to the Jews a 
ſtumbling Block, and to the Greeks fooliſh- 
neſs; and why? But becauſe theſe three 
Articles of the World's Religion, viz, Duty, 
| Repentance, and the Mercy of God, which 
every unregenerate Perſon in the World 
truſts to, and expects to be ſaved for, are 
entirely overturned by the Goſpel. For as 
the Jaehztes of old looked unto the brazen 


Serpent in the Wilderneſs, and were healed 
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of. the deadly Bites of the fiery Serpents; ſo 
ſays the great Redeemer, mult the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoſoever looks unto 
him with an Eye of Faith ſhall be healed of 
that Bite with Which that old Serpent, the Y 
Devil, has poiſoned all the Sons of Adam, 
Thus, my Friends, you fee how contrary to 
the Maxims of the World i is the Preaching 
Salvation through Faith in a Redeemer: and 
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ji hence we may learn why it is that the preach- G 
WY ing of the Goſpel has been ſo univerſally op- ys 
| poſed in every Age. And no wonder they who 
i reach the Goſpel of Chriſt, and they who 
lues according to the Doctrines of rhe Goſpel 
1 | are dubb'd, by the World's Saints, Tunes of 


the World upſide down, ſince their Princi- 
ples are diametrically oppoſite to each other; 
and they who have made any Proficiency in 


1 the School of Chrift, will by no Means won- 5 
der why the World hates them, becauſe they | 7 
ny muſt know they are at open War with the » 
=__ World, and as ſuch mult be FIR, where de 
þ 1 f | 1 T oken againſt, | 9 „ rin W 
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ORATION XIII. 


Gen. x. Part of the 25th Verſe, The Name 
| F the one was Peleg. ' 
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HAT a glorious Encomium is that 
which is given of the Word of God 
by the ſweet Singer of Jrael, the Royal Pro- 
phet David: When in addrefling his great 
Creator, he fays, thy Word is a Lamp 
unto my Feet, and a Light unto my Path; 
by which Expreſſions the Royal Pſalmiſt 
ſuppoſes himſelf as hardly put to it to know 
and perform the Duties which were incum- 
bent upon him without the Light of 'God's 
Word, as we may ſuppoſe a benighted Tra- 
veller is put to it to find his Way through a 
| pathleſs Deſart in a dark and gloomy Night. 
But, methinks, 1 hear a nibbling Deiſt, 
| or a Socinian Rationaliſt ſay, if we did not 
know your Compariſon was falſe, we ſhould 
1 WW think this David was a poor weak headed 
- BM Enthuſiaſt, that could not know and per- 
„ © form what God required of him by the Light 
of Reaſon, and the due Exerciſe of his in- 
= ” H 3 tellectual 
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ſee nothing in it, but what the Di 
natural Reaſon ſuggeſts; for how. cans you) |} 
can God, conſiſtent with his Perfections, give 


(150) 


tellectual Faculties. But, ( my F lend) "EY 


ever enlarged your great Capacities may be, 
I find this great Man of God not e 

(though- a King, and a brave one too) to 
deſcend a Step lower ſtill, and ingenuouſly 
owning, even after he had the Word of God 
in his Hand, that he had no Power of him- 
ſelf rightly to underſtand it. Therefore, ſays 


he, open thou mine Eyes, O Lord! that! 
may behold the wonderous Things contained 
in thy Law.” Now would not you Deiſti- 


cal 5 Socinian Gentry think any one (that 
was not naturally blind) quite, beſides him- 


ſelf, to talk at this rate in our polite Age; 


when your exalted Reaſon can comprehend 
at firſt Bluſh every Thing that is REN 


the Word of God; and, indeed, — 


a Revelation to the World chat i is not com- 


prebenſible by every Body ? That it is not 


gomprehenſible by every Body is a ſelf. ei 
dent Truth. But as it would be the great 
Abfurdity to ſay the Fault was in the Sun, 


becauſe a blind Man cannot eee the 


Light of it; ſa it would be no leſs abſurd 
for to ſay oh Word of God is in igſelf in- 
ae een becauſe every Body cannet 


comprehend it; but the Apoſtle Paul de- 


cides this Point at once; ſays he, the natu- 
ral hon diſcerneth not the Things of on 


* 


World. 
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and for this plain Reaſon, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned; ſo that if the Apoſtle 
is to be credited, the Spirit muſt take of the 
Things of Cbriſt, and ſhew them unto us; 
for no Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt; and if ſo, what a 
Condition muſt they be in who deny the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and idolize their 
own Reaſon, which uſurps the Throne of 
God. But, as the facred Scriptures are ſuf- 
ficient, by the Application of the Spirit of 


God, to make Men wiſe unto Salvation; ſo 


with regard to hiſtorical Facts, and all. Sorts 
of uſeful Knowledge, no Authors teach 
like them; more Knowledge is oftentimes 
conveyed by them in one Word; than ſome 
Authors convey. in a whole Folio. I re- 
member I had once two Queſtions put to 
me by a Deiſt, which he thought unanſwer= 
able, in order to invalidate: the Scriptures. 
(Says he,) yon ſay the whole World was 
peopled by one Man and one Woman; pray 
how comes it that there have been People 
found upon Iſlands where no Ship had ever 
been before? And how comes it that ſome 
People are black and ſome white, if they 
were all of one Complexion at firſt? Its 
plain, ſaid he, God created Numbers of 
People at once, and placed them in diffe- 
rent Countries and Iflands all over tha 


(isn 


Thus you fee by theſe Queſtions the very 
Foundation of divine Revelation is ſtruck 
at; and I muſt own they are enough to 


ſtumble a Perſon of a bad Heart and weak 
Judgment; and ſuch ſtumbling Blocks as 


theſe thrown in the Way of one that's going 
down Hill in the Road of Wickednels, are 
enough to make him ten fold more a Child 


of Hell than he was before; and leaſt any 


one here ſhould have unthinkingly imbibed 
this Doctrine, which is the firſt Leſſon in the 
School of Deiſm, we will endeavour (by the 
Help of one Word gathered from Scrip- 
ture) to expel the Poiſon, if you are not too 
much infected. And if we can by the Hel 
of this Peleg unlock the mighty Secret, viz, 
how Countries and Iflands (that when firſt 
diſcovered: had till then no Intercourſe with 
other Parts of the habitable World) came to 
be inhabited, ſuch an Enquiry will not be 


unworthy our Search. Though if we will 


take my Friend's Anſwer, we may ſpare our. 
ſelves the Trouble. But let it be obſerved 
that there were no Perſons in all the antedi- 
luvian, patriarchal and prophetic Ages, but 
what gave Names to their Children, either 
from ſome particular Circumſtance that 
happened at their Birth, or from ſome Ex- 


pectation they had from them; and this Cu- 


ſtom was introduced by the great God him- 
ſelf, who called the firſt made Man Adam; 
why ? Becauſe he made him out of the Duſt 


of 


22 S882 


the one was Peleg; 
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of the Earth, as that Name denotes; and when 
Eve had brought forth her firſt born Son, 
ſhe called his Name Cain, which ſignifies an 
Acquiſition; for; ſays ſhe, I have got a 


Man from the Lord, or rather a Man, the 


Lord ; and from this Time the Cuſtom be- 
came general. 


Hence you find Arabam 
called his Sons Name Jaac: Why? Be- 
cauſe he and Sarah laughed when told my 

0 


| ſhould have a Son in their old Age; 


when Rachel bore her ſecond Son, his Fa- 
ther called him "Benjamin ; why ? Becauſe 


his Mother died in T5bour with him, for 


the Name denotes the Son of Sorrow ; and 
with regard to this Peleg, we are told his 
Father Eber had two Sons, and the Name of 
why? Becauſe in his 
Days the Earth was divided: But how ſay 
you? By confidering the, Meaning of this 


Name, it will tell you how it was nau by 
fixing Land Marks to every 


Perſon's Poſ- 
ſeſſions: no; though the Word has, ſince 
deen uſed for Diviſions of any Kind,“ as al- 
Iuding to the Earth Diviſion in the Days of 
Peleg.. But I believe it will be hard to prove 
to the contra fy, but what the whole Earth had 
been one intire Continent ſurrounded by the 
3 from the Time that the Flood left 
till about the Birth of Peleg, when the 


F ace of the Earth ſuffered ſome very con- 


hderable Change; for his Name not only 
lignifies (as I apprehend) the Channels of 
[ Rivers 


(1564) ; 
Rivers which divide one Country from ano- WM © 
ther, or narrow Seas between two Lands, i 
ſuch as St. George's Channel; but the Chan- 
. nels which contains the. Waters of thoſe 
Seas, which divide the Earth in different 
Parts; for Inſtance, that huge Chaſm which 
contains the Waters of the great Mediterru- 
atan Sea, as allo the Arabian Gulf, and many 
other Seas which do not appear originally 
to have been eo-eval with the immenſe Ocean 
with which the Earth was ſurrounded: And 
' it is not at all improbable but thoſe great 
Chaſms which contain the Waters of fo 
many Seas, which divide the Errth int diffe- 
rent Parts were made by Earthquakes, which 
tote up the Caviles of the Earth, and left 
huge (and in many Places) unfathomable 
Depths, which were filled up with the Wa- 
ters of the circumambient Ocean, Though 
it is no where to be proved what Countries 
were thus divided from each other when 
Peleg was born, yet that ſome great and 
conſiderable Diviſions then happened is plain; 
becauſe it is ſaid in his Days, or at his Birth, 
WT | the Earth was divided. Now I am apt to 
1 think the Mediterranean Sea was by Moſe 


WE | more immediately meant than any other; 
„ for the very Name and Situation of this Sea 
\ ound naturally lead us to think it aroſe 


from ſome terrible Concuſſion of the Earth 
| Wi which funk down for. ſuch a prodigious 
FE Length directly from Eaſt to Weft, and the 

. 1 Mouth 


N 

Mouth or Entrance of this Cavity extend - 
ing to the Ocean, and being lower than it. 
the neighbouring Waters immediately flowed: 
in, and even no ſets in with a perpetual 
Current; and as what we call the Streights 
of Gibraltar was the ne Plus uitra of the An- 
tients, ſo- this Sea from its very Situation 
might well be called the Sea in the midſt of 
the Earth, being of ſo great a Length, and 
dividing what they thought the midſt of the 
Earth. But Iꝑaſt ſome ſhould ſay: this is all 
but meer Fancy, without the leaſt Shadow 
of Reaſon to prove it; I would beg Leave 
to obſerve, that though the Origin of this 
Sea cannot be proved from. Hiſtory, yet 
that the greateſt Part of the Earth did ori- 
ginally join. before divided by Earthquakes 
and Inundations, is very evident from H- 
ſtory. For that [taly and Sicily did once 
join, many Authors abundantly teſtify; and 
moſt Geographers. agree that the Streights 
between Ceylon and. India,. between. Greece: 
and Eubæa, the Streights likewiſe of Ma- 
gellan, Manilhbu, and at the Sound, were all 
occaſioned (though at different Periods). by 
the breaking in ot Rs Sea. And'whoever views: 
Dover Cliffs, and thoſe on the oppeſite French. 
Coaſt,. cannot but diſcover: ſuch a Eikenefs: 
between them, that will lead him to think 
France and England once were joinedꝭ, and 
that a Diviſion. muſt have been. made either 
by Earthquakes. or Inundations. No that 
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you may not think me extravagant with re- 
gard to the Earth being divided, there is 
now extant a Dialogue of Plato's called T;- 
mæus, wherein we are told that when Solon, 
the great Athenian Lawgiver, went into 
Eg pt about fix hundred Years before Chriſt, 
an Account was given him by one of the 


Egyptian Prieſts, that the immenſe Ocean 


between Europe and America was once an 
Idand larger then both 4/@ and Africa; and 


by Earthquakes and Inundations in one Day 


and a Night, all funk and became what it 
now is, the vaſt Atlantic Ocean. Now it will 
be in vain for us to cry out againſt the Ex- 
travagance of this Opinion, unleſs we could 
diſprove it; that it was poſſible we cannot 
deny, becauſe we know the whole Earth 
originally aroſe out of the Water, and has 
once ſince that Time been all laid under 
Water; and as Egypt was the Mother of all 
polite Learning, and from whence all other 
Nations borrowed their Knowledge, we can- 


not but think all the memorable Events that 


happened within the Sphere of their Know- 
ledge were recorded there; and as Moſes 
himſelf received his Education amongſt the 
Egyptians, and he gives us a Hint of ſome 
ſuch Event happening at the Birth of Peleg. 


Why may we not think that the Zgyprians 


had this Event at large in their Records, 
both with Regard to the Mediterranean and 


Atlantic; for by Moſes's paſting over it in a 


— 
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fight a Manner, it ſhould ſeem the Peop le 


for whoſe immediate Uſe he writ, were 18 
Strangers to this Event!; if they were, this 


Brevity is unpardonable in an Hiſtorian of 


his Note. But even Varenius is of Opinion 
that New France, New England, and Cana- 
da might of old join to Ireland; and I can- 
not ſee why he might not have added that 
Ireland might once join to Britain: And as 
it appears highly reaſonable to think that 
Ajia, Africa, Europe and America were once 
one intire Continent; where lies the Diffi- 
culty in peopling the whole World from the 
Offspring of Adam and Eve? And that ſome 
very extraordinary Diviſions were made of 
one Country from another by Water, when 
Peleg was born is quite clear; for it is not 
ſaid one Country was divided from another, 
but the Earth, as if fome very great Divi- 
ſions were then made; and as if this memo- 
rable Event was never to be forgotten, this 
very Word Peleg is retained by the Greeks 
and Romans in their reſpective Dialects, viz. 
ley in the Greek, and Pelagus in the La- 
tin, and ſignifies not the great Ocean, but 
the Sea, as dividing one Country from ano- 
ther, or Iſlands from the Continents or main 
Land. Hence thoſe Greeks who inhabited 
the Sea Coaſts or Iflands were called by Ho- 


mer Pelaſgi, which ſignifies that they were a 
People divided from each cem 2 he net, 


vention of the Sea. 
But 
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But the Objector ſeems quite ſure of wn 
umphing over the Moſaic Hiſtory of the 


Creation, becauſe he is confident” that Peo- 
ple have been found on Iſlands that could 


never be brought thither by Ships. Now 
ſuppoſe we allow this; yet he mpſt not be 
a little grappled when we defy him or any 


one elſe to prove that People were found on 
any Iſland; that it cannot be more clearly 


proved that that Iſland was at ſome Time ſe- 
parated from the Continent, and People 
upon it when the Separation happened. For 

where are moſt of the Iſlands in the World 
found? Scarce any in the immenſe Ocean, 
but on the Shores of the Ocean or great 
There is ſcarce one between 
Africa and Brazil, except St. Helen and the 
Iſle of Aſcen/i en; theſe Iflands in the Ægean 
Sea are all in a Cluſter, between Europe and 
Ala; the Heſperides are- near Africa; the 
Meldives, of which it is ſaid there are above 
eleven thouſand, are all near India; nay, 
and all the Indian Iſlands lie between As 
and | the South Land, only the Azores or 
Flanderian Iles ſeem to be in the Middle of 
the Ocean, between America and the old 


World. And that Iſlands are found moſtly 
near the Continent (ſays YVarenias) is becauſe 


they have been cut off from the main Land 
by the breaking in of the Sea; and that it 


could not cover all, was by Reaſon of their 


1 Now as thoſe cuttings off, or Se- 
parations 


1 139) 


E of Iflands from the main Land 


ve happened at different Periods,” (though 


I believe the firſt grand Diviſion that hap- 


pened, or at leaſt © was taken. Notice of, was: 


when Peleg was born, may we not reaſonably 
.conclude. that what People were originally 


found on any Iſland, muſt have been upon 
that Spot when the Separation happened, 
and there continued till found by Sailors; 

and having no Notion of tranſmitting hiſto- 
rical Facts to Poſterity, were molt of them 


as ignorant of their Origin as our Forefa- 
thers who inhabited this Iſland, only the 


Greeks (as I mentioned above) feem (by 


the Name given to the Iſlanders upon their 


Coaſts) to keep up a Remembrance of their 


Diviſion from each other by nc Os IN. 
of the Sea. 


I am not anfendble that Iſlands are made 
by other Means, than by being cut off from 
Continents, viz. by Sand Banks gathering, 


in particular Places of the Sea, hkewiſe by- 


the Sea retiring; and as there are both Hills 
and Dales, Mountains and Valleys in the 
Bottom of the Sea, fo conſequenfly when it 
makes a Breach into one Part of the Earth, 

it muſt leave another Part dry, which may in 
Time become a habitable Iſland: And there 
is another Way by which. Iſlands are ſome- 


times formed; and that is, by the Earth. 


being ſuddenly carried from the Bottom of 
the Sea to the Surface; for there may be in 
the Bottom of the Sea porous, ſpongey, bu. 

W., 
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low, ſal phuteous Earth of leſs or equal 


Weight 1 5 the Water, which being broke 
off, an Iſland may ariſe and ſuddenly appear. 
Some of the Antients thought the floating 
Iſle of Delos came up this Way: N ay, Se- 
neca tells us, that the Iſland There/a, in the 
AÆAgean Sea, actually did come up this Way, 
and that the Seamen ſaw it ariſe ; and Iſlands 
that thus arife float about till they meet with 
Sand Banks and fettle there. And Seneca 
likewiſe tells us that he ſaw in the Lake Cu- 
tilia, an Iſland that floated with Trees and 
Herbs upon it, and that it was never found 
a Day and a Night in one Place. And Bo- 


 ethius, a Writer "of the Scotch Hiſtory, tells 


us, that in a large Lough, called Lomond in 
Scotland, there was an Iſland that flvated, 
and was driven with the Wind, upon which 
Cattle uſed to feed. But upon the whole, 
however ſtrange it may ſeem to us in theſe | 
Dregs of Time, how different Countries and 
Hands came at firſt to be inhabited; yer 
if we can credit the various Authors 
who have writ upon the many and wonder- 
ful Changes the terraqueous Globe Has un- 
dergone ſince the Flood; our Surprize at the 
whole Earth being peopled by the Beſcen- 


dgants of Adam muſt neceſſarily vaniſh. 


But how comes it, ſays the Objector, that 
there are People of ſuch different Colours to 
be found in different Parts of the World, if 
they were all of one Colour at firſt? Now it 


muſt be owned that many Opinions have 


been 
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been given on this Subject; ſome Anato- 
miſts have told us that your woolley headed 
Blacks are different in the Make of their 
Bodies from white People, and eſpecially in 


the Scarf Skin: Some are ſo unthinking as 
to ſay, the Mark that was ſet upon Cain was, 


that he became a black Moor; but as the 
People who ſay ſo ſeem to believe divine 
Revelation, I would only remind them that 
all the Offspring of Cain periſhed in the 
Flood; ſo that the Blacks cannot be his De- 
ſcendants, ſuppoſing he was black. But if 


they were to ſay that Canaan, the Son of 


Neah, had been the firſt Black, it would have 
been ſomewhat more probable, becauſe he 
was curſed by his Father to be a Servant of 


Servants to his Brethren ; and, ſay ſome, the 


very Nature of Blacks are ſuch, that they 


| ſeem ordained for nothing but to be Slaves. 


This appears to be the Sentiments of the 
Author of the Play of Oroonoko, when he 


puts it into the Mouth of that Prince to way 
Al muft bluſh 


& 


: * 


Quite through this Veil of Nigh a ohe 
Shame, 


* To think I could delign to make thoſe 
er, 


“Who were by Nature Slaves: Wretches | 


deſign'd, 
« To be their Maſters Dogs and lick their 
e 


But 
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that the Heat of the Sun does occaſion a 
black Colour in the Skin is plain for were 


(ils) 
| But: Canaan, the Son of Noab, could not 


be made a Black by his Father's Curſe ; be- 


cauſe his Deſcendants inhabited that goodly 
Land called by his Name, which was' after- 


wards the promiſed Land; and there is no 


Reaſon to think the Canaaniies were black. 


But Ovid gives us a ſtrange Account how it 


was the Etbiopians became black; and that 
was by that exceſſive Heat, when Phaeton 


drove the Chariot of the Sun, and fet the 


World on Fire; but I fuppoſe he founded 


this Story upon what is ſaid by Ariſtotie and 


Lucian concerning a dreadful burniag which 
once happened in Hay and Atbiopia; but 


we to travel, beginning at the fartheſt Bounds 
of the frozen North, till we reached beneath 


the torrid Zone, we ſhould find the Com- 


plections of the People grow darker and 


| darker, till we come beneath the Line. So 
that its plain the Difference of Countries oc» 


caſion the Difference of Colour in the Skin; 
and J really think if white People were to ſet- 
tle under the Line, in a few Ages they 


| would become black; and if black People 
were to ſettle in cold Countries, they would 


in a few Ages become white: Befides, the 
very Food in different Countries has a wor 


derful Effect upon the Colour of the Skin, 
and alſo upon the very Temper and Diſpo- 
fition of the Mind; nay, I have heard * 


o» 


a Fg, 5 
[ 


7 c K 


r 


it 


FD 


e eee 


the very Smell of the American Woods will 


turn tame Cattle and Hogs quite wild and 
furious; and has likewiſe a Native Tendency 
to render ſavage and cruel the People Who 
inhabit there. But we need not go out of 
our own Iſland for a Proof of this; for the 
Inhabitants of almoſt every County differ 
in the Diſpoſition of their Minds, .and many 
of them in the very Conſtruction. of their 
Bodies. For how natural is it for a Welſo- 
nan to be hot and fiery; a Scotchman to be 
roud and imperious, and to boaſt his great 
Descent and noble Pedigree; and almoſt 
every County in England has ſomething 
good or bad peculiar to its Natives. Sha teſpear 
has long ſince fixed a very deteſtable Epithet 
to the Inhabitants of Cornwall; and ( Camden,, 
I think it is) that has given an Epithet quite 
the reverſe to the Natives of Bedfordſhire ; 


and ſome have obſerved that a hoggiſh Sel- 


fiſhneſs is peculiarly remarkable in the Natives 


of the Fens in Lincolnſhire and the Ile of Eꝶ; 
and others have obſerved how rude and igno- 


rant the illiterate Inhabitants of wild uncon- 
a are; and as ſome Counties pro- 
uce ſmall and ſome large Cattle, ſo ſfoine 
produce tall, ſtrong, and healthy People, and. 
others ſmall, weak, and feeble ; ſo that when 
we find ſuch Difference among the People in 
this Iſland, why need we wonder if we find 
People of different Complexions and Diſpo= 
fitions in different Climates, ſince we Wow 
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the Nature of the Country in which they 
dwell: And that Man muſt have made but lit- 
tle Obſer vation of the world around him, who 
can no other Way account for the various 
Sorts of People in the World, but by con- 
cluding that the great God muſt have made 
many Sorts at firſt, and fcatter*d them all over 
the Globe. But by theſe few imperfect Hints 
you ſee we can, at leaſt to our own Satisfac- 
tion ſhew, that the different Complections of 


Men will diſprove none of them to be De. 


ſcendants of the firſt Adam. And would to 
God every ane here did but know - himſelf 
as nearly related to the ſecond Adam. 


that all this may be, and is occaſioned by 


n . 


ORATION XIV. 


Remarks on the Converſi on of the expiring T bi. 


I; F Lathes could once ſay he never could 
have known the Scriptures, if it had not 
been for the Oppoſition he met with from 
the Papiſts; J am ſure every true Believer may 
now ſay, if it were not from the vile Gloſſes 
which the Socinians put upon many Places in 
the Word of God, he ſhould never take ſo 
much Pains to ſtudy the Oracles of Truth; 

for who that has experimentally felt the Ef. 
fcacy of divine Grace can avoid ſeeing the 
dreadtul Havock which is every Day made 
of the Doctrines of the Goſpel? And who 
that has the Honour of God, or the Good 
of Mankind at Heart, but what will think 
it his Duty to guard his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance from being infected with that 
deadly Poiſon, with which the Socinian Doc- 
trines fo plentifully abound ? It is for this 
Purpoſe I have choſen to give you an Orati- 
on uponthe Converſion of the expiring Thief, 
whoſe Conduct has been moſt falſely repre- 
ſented by the Socinians, in direct Oppoſition 
to the whole Current of Scripture, and * 

mo 


( 166 ) 


moſt expreſs Texts of the Evangeliſts ? For 
though there is not a Paſſage in all the Book 


of God, which diſplays ſo much of the Love 
of God to a loſt and periſhing Sinner as the 
Converſion. of the Thief upon the Croſs. 
Yet, could any one think it? that the Soci. 
#ians, who can allow of no Salvation but for 
- what they call good Works, ſhould fo baſely 
villify this moſt amazing Inſtance of re- 
deeming Love, which was ſhewn by our 
Lord when in the Agonies of Death, by | 


ſnatching inſtantaneouſly an expiring Thief 


from the Jaws of Hell, as to pretend to tell | 
us that this Thief, though puniſhed with | 
the moſt terrible of all Deaths, even the | 


Death of the Croſs ; yet for all that was 
a mighty good Sort of a Man; and though 
its true, he had ſtole a little perhaps for meer 
Neceſlity ſome Years before, yet he had re- 

ented when in Priſon, and done a great 
many good Things to atone for his Crime; 
and becauſe he had been ſo good for ſome 


Years before he was executed ; it was for this 


Goodneſs of his (ſay the Socinians) that Jeſus 


Chriſt ſaved him. This is the helliſh Glols 
which they put upon the Hiſtory of the peni- 
tent Thief. But before I come to examine into 
the Conduct of this penitent Thief, give me 
Leave to aſk you Socinian Gentry two Que- 
ſtions. Firſt, pray how came you ſo well 
acquainted ne the Life and Converſation 


of this Thief, that you can fo nne! 
= _-_ _ 


* 
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affirm how mighty good he had been, and 
how long he had repented before he came to 
the Place of Execution? When not one of 
the Evangeliſts ſo much as mention either of 
the two Thieves till brought to be executed; 
ſo that what you ſay of this Thief's Good- 
neſs is a meer Chimzra, hatched in your 
own Brains, -without the leaſt Matter of Fact 
to go upon. The ſecond Queſtion is this; 
pray how came you to know that thoſe two 
Thieves, or any other Malefactors, were 
kept ſo long in Priſon before they were tried 
and executed? This is a Suppoſition al- 
together as groundleſs as the other; for we 
find the Cuſtom in theſe Provinces that were 
under the Roman Government was, that as 
ſoon as a Malefactor was taken, and his Ac- 

cuſers could attend, the Governor entered 
into the Judgment Hall and proceeded to 
Trial immediately, and commonly the next 
Day he was executed ; this you know was 
the Caſe with the Son of God, and many 
others I could mention. So that you fee 

both your Aſſertions are groundleſs, as 

well with regard to this Thief's Conduct be- 
tore he was put upon the Croſs, as with re- 

gard to the Time between Apprehenfion 

and Execution. But now to wave your non- 

ſenſical unſcriptural Whims, let us adhere 
to Matters of fact, as related by the Evan- 
geliſts, and there you ſhall find that in the 
Salvation of this Thief the great God did 
| 155 . not 
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not vary one Jot from the original Plan, 
which he had laid down in his own eternal 
Mind before the World began, with regard 
to the Salvation of his People: And though 
the Work of God in the Soul of Man may 
be carried on ſo progreſſively in ſome Peo- 
Ple, that from the Time the Spirit firſt con- 
vinces of Sin, till the compleat Salvation is 


witneſſed in the Heart, may be almoſt a | 


Man's whole Life; yet the whole of this 
Work appears to be effected in this Thief's 
Heart, perhaps, in one Quarter of an Hour, 
and in the Agonies of Death too. But as 
there is but one Inſtance of God's free Grace 
at the laſt Hour mentioned in Scripture, it 
is, (ſays Mr. Burkitt) that none might de- 


{pair; and the Reaſon there 1s but © one, is 


that none might preſume, Well then, let 
us examine the Conduct of this Thief; and 
we find he and his Companion who ſeem to 
be condemned for one and the ſame Crime, 
have no mention made of them till put upon 


the Croſs ; I ſay not even till after they were 


nailed up. And ſo far from there being any 
Marks of Repentance in either of them, that 
they appear even when hanging upon the 


Croſs a Couple of as foul hardy Wretches as 
ever ſuffered ſuch a painful Death. For, could 
any one think it? that theſe abandoned 
Wretches nailed as they were, and hanging 


by four great Wounds made through the 


moſt tender Parts of the Body, ſhould be ſo 
monſtrouſly 


( x69 ps 
monftrouſly! 700 hardy, inſomuchy1 that * : 


a the Jewiſh Clergy. came to revile and mock. - 1 
4 I the Son of God in his dying Agonies, (I 
th ay) that theſe Monſters, though in the ſame 
1 Agonies of Body with him, ſhould ſo far 
0 brave it gut, and be ſuch; Proficients in the 
. Devil's. School, as to re-eccho the chief 
” briets blaſpheming Ridicule; for Matthew 
', BB cells us, that the Thieves caſt the ſame in 
is his Teeth that the Prieſts and Elders had 
Py done ; and, ſays Mark, they that were cru- 


ah cited with hitn reviled him, that is, mocked 
3 him. Now, can any Vulture-ey'd Socinian 
ce ſpy the leaſt Glimpſe of even what they-call 
it Repentance in either of theſe two Ws os 
Je. of Iniquity ? ſo far from it, that we may 
- MW defy all the Annals of Antiquity to praduce 
let N two ſuch foul hardy Wretches in the Depths 
we) of Pain and Agony, and on the very. Bory 
10 ders of Hell; for if ever Men be in the dealt 
ne, ſerious, ſure we may expect it in their ex- 
JON piring Moments. But if Matthew: and Mark. 
ere are to be credited, not a Grain of Seriouſ- 
| neſs appeared in either of them; ſo that the 
docinians may as well tell us the Devil 1 is be- 
come an Angel of Light, as to tell us either 
of theſe Thieves was a good Sort of a Man 9 
when broughs to be executed. But hat ſays' © 
Like? He ſeems to take up the Hiſtory of x > 
Thieves, juſt where: Matthewand Mork — 
it, as his Intent was to give us an extra- 
ordinary Inſtance of redeeming Love. — 
1 


— —O— - 


18 ( 170 ) 
8 what ſays he? one of the Malefactors railed 


bil zen him, that is, continued to rail on him, 


* Lie, and ſay that they and Luke contradict 
BY each other; Which we ſhall hardly allow to 
1 pleaſe the Seinen however. But this In- 
FR —_— of free and diſtinguiſhing Grace ſhows 
= us that the great God "will do What he will 
1 with his own; and that it is not the Pet. 
"oi verſeneſs of Men that ſhall ſtop the Curreft 
9 | | of God's Love, but that he will work, aut 
1 none Thall let it. For though here were thy 


. moſt abandoned Wretches both alike” for 
1 Badneſs, yet one ſhall be taken, and the 
W Ihe Wall be left; and this proves the Di. 
vinity 'of the Son of God, though himſelf 
Was expiring in the moſt dreadful Agonies; 
78 yet even then he could diſplay his Almighty 
_ = Power in the Converſioſ of a moſt aban- 
1 dòned Sinner, and could deſpoil Principali- 
1 ties and Powers, and make a Show openly 
1 of the Trophy of his Victory even upon the 
Erôſs, by inatching a poor abandoned Thief 
out of the Devil's Jaws, and taking him tri- 


N — s of Hell. But leaſt ſome narrow 
4 Harted Wer Frenzer ſhould fay this was 
8 fringe” roceeding in the Son of God, to 

= raalte ſuch a vile Wretch a Companion” 'for 
glorified Saints,” who had ferved' God many 


81 l 2 1 e 2 * 
fo [Ts Ol 14 Fo 53 & 8 . & ears, 


+ Sl 


Rs AFL, 
* 


Wi 

i} [ ; as they had both begun to do it; but the 
=_ other rebuked him, that is at laſt, or elſe 
1 % muſt give both Mazrhew and Mark the | 


bo —""_ — = y to Glory, through all the aſſem- | 


6179 


| Years, and bore the Heat and Burthen of 
the Day; the Evangeliſt Lake takes Care 


to let thoſe ſee (that have got Eyes to 


ſee) that the whole regenerating Work of 
the Spirit of God did paſs upon this Thief 


to as much Perfection, as ever it did on any 
Child of {od ſince the F oundation * the 


World. 


e firſt eee this Thief puts to 7 
Fellow-ſufferer, proves that the firft Work 
of the 
fear God, ſeeing thou art in the fame Con- 
demnation? and we indeed juſtly, for we 
receive the due Reward of our Deeds. By 
this Queſtion, Doſt not thou fear God d it 
plainly implies that for his Part he did fear 
God. Well then, the Fear of God, is the 
Beginning of Wiſdom; but how came that 


Fear there? Why, ſays God, I will put my 


Fear in their Hearts; no Fear of God in 


any Heart, till God puts it there: And What 


did this Fear teach him? Why to own and 
confeſs his Sins; it ſtruck him with Con- 


victions. We indeed juſtly, no palliating his 


Crimes; but he owns his Sentence was juſt, 
and the due Reward of his Deeds and 
though the Death of the Croſs was. ſo terri- 
ble, yet being convinced. of Sin, he ſaw no 
Severity in it. This was Repentance with 
a witneſs; . ſa 

was not ſ. 


a long Time 280 z yet he does not fay {03 


a3. NO, _ 


* 


Spirit was wrought. Doſt not thou 


having only ſtole. 1 
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mw) : 
no, we indeed juſtly. And by his aſking 


his Companion, Doſt not thou fear God ? 


proves his Convictions were of the right 
Sort; for whoever has the Fear of God in 
bis Heart, is far from a ſelfiſh contracted 
Spirit, but is always deſirous that other Peo- 
ple ſhould: have it too. And though the 
carnal World think God's People are 
for monopolizing the Grace of God, yet 1 
will appeal to all the converted People in the 
World if their greateſt Concern is not to 
bring others to the Knowledge of F orgivenels 


of Sins as well as themſelves. This made 
the Apoſtle Paul wiſh himſelf accurſed from 


Chriſt 25 his Brethrens Sake; and this made 
this Thief aſk the other, Dot | not thou, fear 
God: But does he reſt here? no; 05 
rit who had let him fee his Sins, ſoon 

him ſee his Saviour too; for he ſaid unto 
Jeſus (though he had juſt before called-him 
a Man) „ Lord, remember me when thou 


comeſt 1 into thy King dom: Amazing! was 


ever Faith like this? Lord! what? to, a 


poor deſpiſed agonizing dying Man, whom, 


he had heard all the religious People in Je. 
ruſalem inſult. and reproach as the vileſt 
Wretch that ever hung between the Heaven 


and the Earth, and whom he himſelf had; 
à little before upbraided with, the ſame op- 
probious Language; and nom to ſay; unta 
Jeſus, Lord! Be aſtoniſhed O Heavens! and 
wer O Earth! was r Tae 1 


* * 


— hs — fond po — — „ „ —ꝛ ß ̃ĩ ß. ĩ or NE ng 


. 
S | that poor mangled bloody Figure, whoſt 


. Face was more marred than any Man's. 
at Was there any Thing, I ſay, chat could dif- 
(> cover to this poor dying Thief, that there 
d hung the Lord Proprietor of Heayen and 
Or Earth ? Remember me when thou comeſt 
ie iato thy Kingdom; not God's Kingdom, 
but thy Kingdom, even the Kingdom of 
Heaven, which our Lord had declared he 
he was King of before Pontius Pilate, which 
0 Paul ſays was witneſſing a goed Confeſſion: 
This proves Chriſt to be the mighty God, and 
de this is che Faith of all God's Elect. The 
pi. Spirit always ſhows him to the converted 
de WU Soul as the God of the whole Earth, fot o 
. ſays the Prophet, ſhall he be called. Well, 
r what Anfwer docs dur Lord make Does he 
i ay, Friend, thou art miſtaken, thouThouldſt 
to pray to God to remember "thee ; T have 
im, enough to do to pray to God to remember 
0% myſelf? Does he ſay ſo? No; but amidſt 
"Nt all the Agonies of approaching Death with 
14 a Majeſty, Which became the Eord of Hea- 
nen and Earth, Jeſur laid unte him, verily 
Her (he puts his Amen to it, the very Oath 
eſt that binds the eternal God) I fay unto thee, 
this Day thou ſhalt be with me in Parad:/e. 
By this you ſee, as bur Lord lived ſo he died; 
in the midſt of his moſt profound Humilit 
he ſcrupled not to appropriate ts himſelf his 
primeval Glory. It is but for Omnipo- 
tence to ſay 1 Will, and thou ſhalt; and this 
LY „ was 


6174) 
was our Lord's conſtant Practice through his 
whole Life. Well, but what ſays the Thief 
to this abſolute unconditional Promiſe ? Not 
a ſingle Word; no, his loudeſt Fears were 
huſht. The Peace of God which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, took Poſſeſſion of his trem- 
bling Heart, which made an inſtantaneous 
Calm; as when the ſame Almighty Lord 
Laid, to the raging Sea, Peace, be fl, and 
there was a great Calm; and when our Lord. 
aid, verily 1 fay unto thee this Day thou 
ſhalt be with me in Paradi/e, the Spi rit of 
ay witneſſed the En and ſealed him 


= And 2 10 F ee what do you 


7 ches. Son, of 8040 of & the be Spoihak ae 
One, would, think the e A th 


rob the eternal God i in the Fe ace of ine 55 
i 
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But come, take a. fecond.. 5 1 . ai 
Thief's Behaviour, and ſee; now, 1 
him to be the vileſt Wretch chat ever, lived 
when 5 upon tlie Crols ; whether the: f 
whole ork of . the pirit of God, Which, 

prepares 3 the. Sil for G 5 did Act paſs 
upon. him though erha in leſs than a 
Gantel 125 an {Hou 955 . Fax ho the Fear of, 
884. the firſt rk of the ite found 1 in, 
him? And was, Po Conviction or Repen-, 
tance found in, him, bet e ſaid. We ing 


3451 


4 # 4p # 


deed” juſtly? And was. not, Faith in ue 85 
Chriſt” Tiich, Faith, g as to Degree, 2 never 
Man, before: 99 8 e Hol. 0 in a 


And "was, not. Rerniflion of Sins witneſſed, 1 


118 i he 5 10 1ſt, W jch, fileng 
all his Fears, for b 11 And, 105 


you know'o of 


< dy PAL ef ent 
1 5 1 
Jeſus C 9 55 * 
| Fay. oi he For 
cnians "wilt Al No. 20 ad not 
Works befor came 0 be 99 0 0 
Cbrift would 956 44114 him... 70 


Ae Not 44885 IE 


Ri Going 1 


„ 4 * 


ö I R The $3: 
this 4 70 gu. tie N RE 
ſuch as? the Sr et 15855 tothe, 
Son. of { he of Tie Boon eve . Rhe. 


what our a A to your Brother Ph 1515 
11 e 


EN eee EF . ¶ ers tO nt on Ar 


Time take 
7 2 Thief was never to do any good Works, 


( 176 ) 


ſees in his own "ime, Publicans and Mad 
lots e eriter into the 


not abide to 2 R 2 God. 


But what ſays the Scripture? 9 with the Heart 


Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, | and 
with the Mouth Confeſſion, is made unto 


Salvation: And did not the Thief believe 


and confeſs all this: was not the Tree of 
Grace, demonftrated to be planted in his 
Heart by the Fruit of his Lips? Surely it 


was. But methinks I hear ſome fay, true, 


God did fave this Thief without any 
Works, but then God foreſay that if he had 
. he would have fre good Works, 
ow this is quite as bad as faying he was a 
good Man before put onthe Croſs; for if you 
allow God has any e b e at W, 
then, thatFore-knowledge let G d lee he = 
ver would do 75 other Works. than what 
he did upon the Croſs ;' for F gre-knowledge 
of any Thin ſuppoſes 1 che Thing muſt ſoms 
Flace that is foreknown : But as 


it is the greateſt Abſurdity to fay, God fore: 
aw, if he had lived, kewould have done good 
Works. But go you think it Nene fo 
the SON of Man to forgive Sins? Or will 
you join Iſſue with the Council of Vent, 
and ſay there is no ſuch Thing as knowing 
one's Sins forgiven, | till the Da ih of Judg-, 
ment ? 4 Rook you. Sotinians will; but Bll 


ture of the 1 0 
i: 


(97) 


be ſo kind as not to make your Judgment 


the Standard of Deciſion. Lou Wight. as 
well tell us there is no ſuck Place as Rome 
and all becauſe you have not JEN it. But 
let God be true, and ever) Liar: 
There never was a Child of C 504 "Md either 


\ mediately or immediately did know his Sins 


forgiven: and ſo ſenſtble was the Church of 
England of this, that the declates all Works 
done before this Juſtification or Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, are ſo far from being 95 90 


that ſhe doubts not but they have in the 


the Nature of Sin. And ſofenfible was t 

Apoſtle Paul of this being rhe Priyilege of 
every Believer, that he writes" to ſome that 
he calls only little helped; Ine yet 'we 


find their Sif 55 kg for a l them: Even 


David could who had caſt alt 
his Sins' behind his 0 And how did the 7 
good People iti ever ge know this? but 

the Spirit of God W 1 with their 15 
rits that they were born bf 8585 ang. 27 


pentanct and Remiffion” of Me 988 by 


our Lord's Expreſs Came to be preach' | 
to all the World, would it not Ty cry 
ſtrange if no Bod Ene yx this Rerfft Mon of 
Sts as well as t 7 they VER; AY 
But as the Pardon o on ln he y yery.Na J ar, 

chaviour., Wag expe, 
8 the Privilege of. ent 


enced by him, Io: 


Believes, to know. that he is a afled f ro By 


Death unto Life, even by che d Spirit wl bi 
285 has given him. 
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Place and Time, not o eaſy 10 be under. 


was no Body fo ignorant but what well un 


0 R AT 1 0 * K a. 

125 yii. Pale; 32: We hav? pi ped unto; Jen, 
aud ye have not danced; tot ave med 
v RO, and 3e have wot Gef, 1 


Fe "xy atop op: 


T' was particilarly 25 of 5 


7 


= pe 


th 

out a Parable, d De e y | 
ple: and as Similes, ae 1 5 | 
and familiar Obj ets, ſeldoiti fail gf convey 

ing a 8 ene Meat" The! th | 
deareſt Nun to the Hadeffſt- gs i f 
his Hearers, this Method of: * ching our 
Lord always purſued. And i ſome of 


his Parables appear to us, at t Ny ſtance of 


ftood, becauſe we are e ' With th 
Nature of the Things from which they Were 
borrowed; yet at the Time when, And it 

the Country where our Lord lived, theke 


derſtood the "Ns ature, of his Similitudes.. "And 
as for this Parable which. you, Gentlemen, | 
have deſired me to make the Subject of, this 
Oration ; ſure there is no Body 0 immuted 
from the World, but what. muſ gag ob- 

Fee 


ſervedk how data ir is For Children to re- 4 
ſort ang 255 With ch. ir, Companic ions 
Market ace, ﬆ 


WEIR 1 cm mönty in 0 15 
open Part of a Town. hs tags our Lord 
(as if he was at 1580 for Ja 1 Fine 
and deſpicable e ef dobgh 5 W he might. 
compare the Zewn// 


I liken, the Men of his Gen ration © AT 
what are they. like? At laſt he hits upon 
a Parable which would f. repre ent them very 
contemptible indeed ;. lays. he, 95 Meng 
this Generation are like unte Children . fit 
ting in the Market br 10 it, ſeems, hat 


$441 


got very odd Sort of Pl: fel WE 


ſullen that nothing, could. leaie ther 
ſay their Companions, "wo Shake pe 
you ; and what then ne would,Expect 
they ſhould immec iately began | to dance to 
the Sane" of the Pipe; ; but we. find, they 
were ſo mopiſh, that ET. 200 will "not mave 4 
Foot, not t ey. But Ince piping. will. pot. 
do, their Companions will try. to touch theix 
Paſſions by another Method, they ,moyrned 
unto them; that is, they ſung them mourns. 
ful tragical Songs, Which are ape. to. touch 
the tender Paſſions, and ſet open the 81 Juices 
of the Eyes. But will this affect them? No, 
we have mourned unto you, and ye have not 
wept; ſo that we find theſe Children-were the 
moſt ſullen, ſtupid Creatures in the World, 
like ſo man ſenſeleſs Stones quite Unmoved, 
eiter with Piping, or with "mourning, 
An 


/b Nation) whewunts 55 
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| Growth 1, our Lord fixes 
"ITE know that they had ac 
| 5 Trae! their Tranſgreſſion, and to the Chil- 


dren of Jacob their Sin, to alarm a. ſtupid 
People with the Thunder of God's vindic- 
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A as Men are but Children of a larger 
home. the Parable 
n the Men of that Generation; and lets 

4 a Part alto- | 
ther as ſtupid as " theſe ſullen Children; 
r God had Ang John the Baptift in a weep- 


, mournful Strain, ſhowing to the Hauſe 


tive Judgments. for a broken Law. But 


like the ſtupid Children, this mouraful 
Ditty had no effect upon them; it did not ſo. 


much as draw one Tear from their Eyes: 


But will leave them in this hardened 


Condition without another Trial? Noz at- 
er him came our Lord himſelf, 1 an 
live Branch of Peace in his Mouth, 

claiming every where the Goſpel's 3 

Sound, enough one would think to have 


| raed the liſtening Oaks; but what Effed 


had our Lord's ſo warbling Pipe ? Why, 

they would not dance; like the deaf Adder 
they would not hear the Charmers Voice, 
which was enough. to make the Dead ariſe 
and jump for Joy. But, inſtead of that, 
as Jobn came in a dull mournful Strain, and 
with a dejected Aſpect, and very much af- 


fecting Sola, 8 ſaid of him that he 


had a Devil. But as our Lord came in 2 
more familiar Way, being eaſy of Acceſs, 


and far from affecting an uncommon Singu- 


5 larity, 


1 * 
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larity, and frequently reſorting. amongſt 
People of no girat Character fon Sancta, 
they looked upon him as a gluttonous Man 
— a Wine- Bibber, a Friend of Publieans 
and Sinners. Thus you ſee che Diſpoſitions 
of the Men of that Generation; neither Law 
nor Goſpel, neither obn nor Chriſti would 
do; the one too mournful, the ether too 
joyful;; for let God ſend whom he would, 
learned or unlearned, Sons of Conſolation, 
or Sons of Thunder, nothing could pleaſe 
them; ſo that well might our Lord com- 
pare them to Children fitting in the Market · 
place, and ſayingone to another, we have piped 
unto you, and ye have not danced; we have 
mourned unto you, and ye have not wept. 
But are we to ſtop here, and only apply 
this. Parable to our Lord's Cotemporaries ? 
Surely no; for though the Jeb People 
were Nan touched with Grief at the 
preaching of the Law, nor tranſported with 
Joy at the preaching of the Goſpel, yet tis 
Parable is applicable to every Age and Na- 
tion, wherever the lively Oracles of Ged 
ſhall come; and both this weeping and 
dancing Which is ſignified. in the Parable, - 
muſt be found in every Individual of Man- 
kind that will be happy, either here or here- 
as: For, ſays our Lord, * bleſſed" are 
y that mourn, for. they ſhall be eom- 
gh and ſays David he that now go- 
eth on his Way weeping, ſhall doubtleſs 
come again with Joy: and bring his Sheaves 
with 
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With him: At 


of ſuch: Crocodile Nature, t 


* again, t det ſow in 
Tears, ſhall reap in Joy.“ I tha firſt ſhow 
the Nature of this Eg And Wat Cc. 
caſions it; ank ſecondly,” the Natüfe of this 
dancing, and what Ccafions that "And, ds 
no one Rands neuter if this Affalr, We hall 
conclude with examining whether any of us 
have been in either or both of theſe Condi-" 
tions. Firſt then, by weeping, we Yue 
to think it only 1 Tex the gie 1 fe 


c briny Tears; if that was all, it 000 gs 


no great Trouble to ſome People who are 


can fſow whenever they pleaſe”; and ſome 
People are of ſuch flüctuating Spirits, and 
have ſo much of the witty" Element in their. 
Compoſitions, that tlie) can both laugh and 
cry at one Breath. We lind a hypocritical p 
EJau;- when he Had loſt his Father's Bleſſing, 
could weep with an exceeding loud and bit. 
ter Cry, ald yet under all concealed the Spi- 
rit- of a Murderer; but evangelical Tears 
are to flow from proper Morives.” We find 
the Children thought their Companions 
ought to have wept, becauſe they mourned 
unto them: and theit᷑ Expectations were rea- 
ſonable; for weeping is of an infeQtions Na- 


ture, and People of a tender Piſpoſit tion can 


hardly avoid it when they have Examples 
before them; this made Pratt ſay, if you 


would have me weep, do you ſhow me the 
5 oy by weeping _ and we find that 


n, 


which ought to have been the Occaſion of 
theſe Children's weeping, was theit Com- 
panions mourning unto them. And let me 
obſerve by. the Way, that the great God 
deals with h Men as rational Creatures; he 
does not ſend Angels nor diſembodied Spi 
rits to be their Inſtructors, but their Com- 
panions, Men of like Paſſions with them: 
ſelves ; our Fe ellow Sinners has God ordained 
to teach us we are to be drawn by the Cords 
of a Man; Hence jt is that when the great 
God himſelf. condeſcended to become a 
Teacher of Righteouſneſs, he was found in 
Faſhion of a Man, and was tempted in all 
Things like unto his Brethren; and no leſs 
than thirty-two Times in the Evangeliſts is 
ſtiled the Son of Man; and though- he was 
without Sin, yet. being tempted like other 
Men, he knew how to ſuccour others. And 
though you find an Angel was ſent to Corne- 
lius, yet he was not permitted to inſtruct him; 
but Corne ius muſt needs ſend for one Simon, 
whoſe. Sir Nade was Peter, and he was to 
tell him pre he muſt do. Thus you ſee 
God's S ordinary Teachings are to be a 
to us by our Companions: But how are they 
to 3 us? Why, ys the great God to 
the Prophet, Son Man, ſhow eto the 
Houſe . {/rael their Tranſgreſſions, and to- 
the Children of Jacob their Sin.“ And how: 
is this to be done, but by explaining che 
ran of God's 3 aw, as our * | 
XY 


* 


( 184 ) 
in his Sermon upon the Mou 
ſometimes God ſo directs his People to ex- 
Plain thoſe Branches of the moral Law which 
their Hearers have violated (as when P. 
was led to Reaſon of Temperance, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Judgment to come) that the 
moit ſtout hearted Felix is made to tremble. 
Nay, there is fomething of ſuch a mournful 
Nature in the moral Law, that at the giving 
of it, Moſes himſelf could not help crying; 
out, 1 exceedingly fear and tremble* and 
wherever the Law is preached with the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and with —_— 
_ DSirs! the Preachers of it may well ſay, w 

have mourned unto you; 7584 indeed it s 
the Miaiſtry of Condemnation, and lays all 
Mankind under its dreadful Curſe, whether 

know it or not; and though the Gene- 
nality of People fit as eaſy under the Thu 
ders and Lightnings of God's holy Law, as 
à Smith's Dog under an — when, the 
Sparks of Fire fly round him. But where 
the Law does execute its Office, ah it 
does convince the Soul of Sin, char let me- 
aſk you that have felt its condemning Power, 
whether or no it has not been to you an Oe- 
caſion of weeping ? that is, whether it has 
not forced you from a felt Senſe of your loſt” 
Condition, to ery out with the trembling 
Gaoler, what muſt we do to be ſaved? It had 
ſuch an Effect upon the great Colonel Gardner,” 
Gans 1 it forced him to ſay, he really * 


ry * * * 
unt? And 


CY > 


S7 Bo 


wh 


1e 
e. 
8 
S 
d 
75 
" 
18 
11 
5 
ky 


5 „ a « * . " 
a 4E : 


6853 


God could. not be juſt unleſs he condemned 
him. Such then is the Effect the Law of 


God ought to have; that inſtead of Men 
endeavouring to ſave themſelves by-jts they 
ought to be convinced that in the Eye of the 
Law they are condemned Ctiminals, re- 
ſerved for the Execution of vindictive Ju- 


ſtice: And if this be not a weeping Condi» 
a don, 1 know not what is; and hy our Lord's 


introducing the Children, as faying we have 
nd ca unto. you, ay Fs have not wept z 
ſure it inſinuates that they ought to have 
wept: And though this 2 uy Inſen- 
ſibility may be charg # "the 
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mine Eyes guſh out with Water, becauſe 
Mien keep not thy Law. And 0 very den. 


ſible was the Prop het Jeremiah of the mourn- 
ful State of thoſe who had trahſgrefſed the 


moral Law, that he laments over them as. 


already dead, when he breaks out in this 
affecting Language; 5 0 Oh! that my Head 
were Waters, and mine Ey 5 4. 905 tain of 
Teats, that 1 might weep 25 Night 
for the Slain of the Haber of 'm 
Fhus you ſee how mournful the £65 $7700 
tion of the Law is; and yet tell it Hoe") in 


lon. oF hough the God cnn e . 
declared; thar'as many as e under theL, 0 


are under the Curſe, t ev every Individual 


Mankind to whom "the Law has not bee g. 
Matter of weeping, is ſeeking t td fave him- 
ſelf,” by his partial Obedience to 5 
which he calls a Law; though ſuch a Pro: 
cedure is altogether as prepoſterous "as 10% 


4 Man to run into à 1 5 7 Fire 2 5060 


himſelf.” By this Time T take i for Branco, 
that thoſe who have Eyes tb fee, cannot help, 
ſeeing how abſolutely Wel it” is for the. 
Law to execute its gondemning 5-241 rice. In. 
the Soul of Man, and produce”, 7 
rable'rheans by weeping; br elle 15 ill be, 
impoſſible tha Gel bie ld dene fe 
Sound of the Gael Pi For what is 15 
Goſpel but a free Pardo to a Condem 


- 


Criminal; ub ene lit i i "and bond tar 
our 


* O. 


or the other notorious. Publican, 
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our Church expreſſes it) with the Chain, of. 
his Sins, to one whom the Law has con- 
demned in the Court of his own Conſciencef 


Such then, and ſuch only who have heen 


made to weep under a Senſe. of, Guilt; being 
weary and heavy laden, will be made to 
dance to the Goſpel's joyful Pipe. But as for 
your dead dry phariſaical Formaliſts; who 


ſee no Diſtinction between Lav/ and Goſpel; 


who are thanking God they are not like this, 
I am ſure 
they may well be compared to the Children 
in the Market; for they will neither weep) 
at che mouraful Dif penſation of the Law, 
nor dance at the Jubilee Pipe of the Goſpels, 
But, in the ſecond Place, 5 ſhow the 
Nature of this dancing, and what; occaſions; 
that 3. and to illuſtrate this, ſuppoſe any ab; 
us. were to viſit a con ied Criminal in 
one of the dark Cells in New rate, who every 
Day expected his Death Warrant to be 
ligned, do. 0 1 8 we, auld not find 
him weeping lamenting bis dreadful Si-; - 
tuation! Iti 8 Tesla think we ſhouldi; 
And ſupps 1 a. Meſſenger ſhould: that In- 
ſtant come and, inſtead of preſenting the 
Criminal With his Death Warrant, ſhould 
preſents him: with a Pardon from che. King 
o you 55 it would be in the Power of 
Wage o deſcribe the ſudden, the ſurpriz- 
ing Tce which muſt then overflow his 
. ? And after that, ſhould he 


< 188 I; 


= la chat a Pardon was not all, but that 
a Place of Honour was aſſigned him at 
Court; I believe he would be ſo amazing]y 
an, as hardly to ſurvive che joyful 
News. Well now, juſt ſuch ina Spiritual 
Senſe is the Caſe of every convineed Sinner, 
when under the condemning Sentence of 
God's righteous Law: He has been try'd 
in the Court of his own Conſcience; the 
Law - of God has condemned him; and he 
only waits, as in a doleful Cell, till the Day 
of Execution. But before he is aware, the 
Goſpel Pipe ſounds Liberty to the Captives, 
and the opening the Priſon Door to them 
that are bound, and declares that all that 
Curſe and Condemnation which a wounded 
a labours under, was horne by Chniſt in 

his own Body upon the Tree; and that by 
the Blood of 3 all his Priſoners 
are ſet free; and that Juſtice, the moſt tre- 


mendous of all the Attributes of God, can 


. ane ſay, let this and mat Man go. 
for he has found @ Ranſom. When this 
great, this free Salvation, is ſet home by 
the Spirit of God to the guilty Soul, either 
under the preaching of the (Goſpel, or by 
reading the Ward of God, what is the Con- 
ſequence ? Juſt-the fame in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
as it -was with the Criminal in a natural 
Senſe; the Soul immediately paſſeth from 
Death unto Life; the Man that was one 
Hour, in a Dungeon of Deſpair, 1s the next 
_ delivered 


19). 


delivered from all his Fart tn Terrors „ 
and may be compared to a Bird eſcaped our 
of the Snare/of the Fowler; and by and by; 
when let to ſee that he is not only tranſlated 
out of the Kingdom of Satan, but that He 18 
brought into the Kingdom of God's deaf 
Son ; and that he is an Heir of God, even 
a joint Heir with Fe/us Chrift ; inſtead of 
looking upon God as an angry Judge, he 
now ſees him as a- reconciled Father in Chriſt. 
Now is there any one who has heard the 
Sound of the Goſpel Pipe ſo as to be thus 
made alive by its Face Power, but 
what will indeed dance for Joy? But, mel 
thinks, Lhear ſome ſay, you have carried 
Matters too far; there are but few of Goc 
Children thar have been in either of theſe” 
Conditions to that Degree yqu tale of. In- 
deed I muſt on there is a gieat deal of Difs'! 
ference in Men's natural Conflitutions; and 
what greatly affects one, will have no Effect A 
upon another but far be it from me to ſay” 
how: much, or how long any one is to be 
| under this weeping, Diſpenſation, or to pre: 
ſcribe to What kleights his Joy 16 to art: 
when. Salvation is applied ro his Soul * 
the Goſpel Pipe: But this I mult” ſay; Witte 
out a Man ae himfelf condemned by the 
Law, he never can ſee himſelf Juſtified by** 
Faith in Chriſt; but the Spirit blows” PE 
and where it liſteth; and it is impoſſible to 
5 in Toy ſhort a Time a Man may 3 
- What 
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What! is here meant by weeping and dancing 


But as there is not a Gift nor a Grace of the 


Spirit but what the Devil often counterfeits, 
he can mimick both this weeping and this 
"dancing 1 in the Soul of Man; and therefore 
we are exhorted by the A poſtle to examine 


ourſelves, whether we are in the Faith. Let 
us ſee whether from the Time we experienced 
what is here meant by dancing, the whole 
Courſe of our Lives be changed; whether 
we act from a dead or a living Principle; if 
we are ſtill upon the old ſandy Foundation 


of working for Life, we may be ſure the 


Devil has only been deceiving us with coun- 


terfeit Sorrow and counterfeit Joy; but if 


our Actions flow from a living Principle, 


even from a Principle of Love to God for 
his firſt loving us: And if we love all Man- 
kind in and for God, we ſhall then ſhow 
forth our Faith by our Works, and the Tree 


will -prove itſelf to -be good by the good 


Fruit which it bears; and though there be 


a. great deal of equpeerieis weeping and danc- 


ing in the World, yet that does not prove 


that there is no 2 e\ Vangel lical weeping and 


dancing. And by this Parable, our. Lord 


* plainly ſhews what a ſtupid wretched Con- 
dition thoſe People muſt, be in, who are in 
the ſame Manner unaffected both with Law 


and Goſpel, as, theſe, Children were 5 


ipins and with n And; nowg;m 
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Friends, let us examine how ſtands the Caſe 
with any, or all of us? You may won er 

Vhy 1 fo often addreſs. you upon Subjects of 
this Kind, but the Reaſon of it is this: 


in {ee fo kill 2 little 


(3570 


Our Society is the World in Epitome; and 


as all are Welcome here without Exception, 
it may be} Curioſity may chance to bring ſome 


of your ga) e amongſt us, 
ime in hearing what 
tue Bablers fay; though, perhaps, from one 


Vear's End to another, they can by no means 


ſpare an Hour to ſpend either at Church or 
Meeting; but, that they may at leaſt be 
without Excuſe, they ate inſenſibly, as it 
were, brought to hear the Mourning of the 


Law, and the Piping of the Goſpel. And 


as moſt of my Sobſeck tend but to two 


Points, vix. to humble the Pride of Men, 


and to exalt the great Redeemer's Righte- 


ouſneſs; let me 75 c6nclude with telling 
you, that I take it for granted there are three 
Sorts of People here, viz. thoſe who have 
heard the G6 ſpel bet Phe; thoſe, who have 
only heard the mournfal Diſpenſation of the 
Law; and thoſe who have neither diſtin- 
guiſhed the Sound either of Law or Goſpel. 
You that have heard the Goſpel Pipe, and 
have danced at the joyful Sound, though you 


may have heard it from your Companions at 


an Alchouſe,” I dare lay you will never re- 
pent. You chat ay be under the Thunders 
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- SERM( dad by the Rev. Me. Jon 
| ConDER, May II, 1758, at the Ordinas 

tion of the Rev. Mr. Joann STAFFORD | to the 

Co-paſtorſhip with Jon GUYSE, D. in the? 
Church of Chriſt meeting at New Hane Nun, 1 

Together with an Introductory Diſcourſe by the 
Rev. Mr. THOMAS GiBpQNs,: the Church's: Re- 
cognition of their Call, Mr. STAEFORD's Acceps 
tance of it, his 3 on of F aith, and an Ex- 
hortation delivered to him by che! ev. Mr. 
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